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Sialia  means  bluebirds.  Hence  the  title  of 
this  journal.  Technically,  sialia  is  the 
Latinized,  neuter  plural  version  of  the  Greek 
word  sialis,  a  noun  meaning  a  “kind  of 
bird.”  Since  the  Eastern  Bluebird  was  the 
first  bluebird  classified  by  Carolus  Lin¬ 
naeus  (1707-1778),  he  gave  it  the  species 
name  sialis,  though  he  placed  it  in  the 
genus  Motacilia  which  is  now  reserved  for 
the  wagtails.  It  was  William  Swainson 
(1789-1855),  who,  in  1827,  decided  that  the 
bluebirds  needed  a  genus  of  their  own  with¬ 
in  the  thrush  family  (Turdidae).  He  selected 
the  generic  name  Sialia  which  he  simply 
adapted  from  the  species  name  sialis  which 
Linnaeus  had  used.  Therefore,  the  scien¬ 
tific  name  for  the  Eastern  Bluebird  is  Sialia 
sialis  (pronounced  see-ahl’-ee-ah  see’-ahl- 
iss).  Similarly,  the  Western  Bluebird  and 
Mountain  Bluebird,  the  two  other  species 
within  the  genus,  were  named  Sialia  mex- 
icana  and  Sialia  currucoides  (coo-roo-coy- 
dees)  respectively.  Their  species  names  are 
descriptive  of  their  locations.  All  three  blue¬ 
bird  species  are  native  only  to  the  North 
American  continent,  although  each  in¬ 
habits  different  regions  generally  sep¬ 
arated  by  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  by  alti¬ 
tudinal  preferences. 

While  the  adult  birds  all  show  differ¬ 
ing  plumages,  the  young  of  all  three 
species  look  remarkably  alike,  prominently 
displaying  spotted  breasts  and  large  white 
eye  rings.  This  similarity  in  plumage  was 
the  principal  reason  the  Society  chose  the 
juvenal  bluebird  for  its  logo.  Since  blue¬ 
birds  almost  always  choose  to  raise  their 
young  in  small  enclosed  cavities,  a  young 
bluebird  sitting  near  a  nesting  box  seemed 
to  symbolize  our  mission.  The  hope  of  any 
species  resides  in  its  young.  Because  of 
bluebird  nesting  preferences,  the  survival  of 
their  young  may  depend  on  the  nesting  box, 
especially  since  natural  cavities,  for  a  va¬ 
riety  of  reasons,  are  disappearing  rapidly. 
The  theme  of  bluebird  young  nurtured  in 
man-made  structures  will  be  a  recurring  one 
in  our  art  and  literature.  We  hope  that  this 
theme  will  remind  all  about  the  plight  of  the 
bluebird,  and  will  stimulate  action  which 
will  allow  this  beautiful  creature  to  prosper. 


Sialia  is  published  quarterly  by  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society, 
Box  6295,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20906-0295.  Subscription  price  is  included  in 
annual  membership  dues.  Single  copies:  $2.50.  Write  for  information 
about  bulk  quantities.  Checks  and  money  orders  should  be  made 
payable  to  North  American  Bluebird  Society  and  should  be  in  United 
States  funds.  Issues  are  dated  Winter,  Spring,  Summer  and  Autumn  and 
appear  approximately  on  the  fifteenth  of  January,  April,  July  and  October 
respectively.  Deadline  for  submission  of  material  is  three  months  prior  to 
date  of  publication;  dated  items  only,  two  months. 
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Presidential  Points 

Lillian  Lund  Files 


The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  NABS 
at  Binghamton,  NY,  was  well-at¬ 
tended  by  many  enthusiastic  bluebird- 
ers  from  throughout  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  Bermuda.  We  all  had  come 
to  learn  and  share  ideas  and  we  came 
away  with  much  valuable  information 
that  might  solve  some  of  our  own  local 
bluebird  problems.  I’m  sure  some  of  us 
feel,  at  times,  we  are  fighting  a  losing 
battle  so  that  these  meetings  become 
annual  “booster  shots.”  (Not  that  any 
bluebirder  really  needs  one!)  A  com¬ 
plete  report  of  the  meeting  by  Mary 
Janetatos  can  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  issue. 

I  wish  to  thank  Chairperson,  Sadie 
Dober,  and  all  the  other  wonderfully 
dedicated  folks  of  our  Society  that 
helped  make  the  meeting  such  a  suc¬ 
cess.  Sadie  made  sure  the  bluebird  had 
good  (publicity)  coverage  in  newspap¬ 
ers,  radio  and  television.  We  might  all 
do  the  same  in  our  own  home  towns  to 
attract  new  bluebirders  and  member¬ 
ship. 

Board  Member  Dottie  Foy  (Box 
457,  Oriental,  NC  28571)  has  graciously 
offered  to  be  the  Librarian  and  keep  a 
NABS  scrapbook  which  will  include  all 
official  proceedings  and  documents  of 
the  Society.  She  would  appreciate 
receiving  any  newspaper  or  magazine 
articles  especially  those  with  pictures 
concerning  any  significant  effort  by 
members  to  promote  bluebird  conser¬ 
vation. 

IMPORTANT:  Our  biggest  project 
this  year  will  be  trying  to  fund  a 
26-minute  first  rate  professionally 
made  bluebird  film.  During  the  conven¬ 
tion  we  had  a  sneak  preview  of  some 
interesting  footage  of  nesting  activity 
in  an  apple  tree,  in  a  post  and  in  a 
nesting  box.  We  are  seeking  funds  as  it 
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will  be  expensive  to  produce.  Anyone 
having  any  suggestions  for  or 
knowledge  of  obtaining  funds,  kindly 
contact  Anne  Sturm,  Box  341,  Barnes- 
ville,  MD  20703  (301-428-8588). 


Awards  Presented 

At  its  annual  meeting  NABS 
presents  awards  to  individuals  and 
groups  who  have  made  outstanding 
contributions  to  bluebird  conservation. 
If  you  would  like  to  nominate  an  in¬ 
dividual,  group,  or  organization  for  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  Awards  Committee, 
please  send  a  letter  documenting  the 
work  of  your  nominee  to  Anne  Sturm, 
Awards  Committee  Chairwoman,  Box 
341,  Barnesville,  MD  20703. 

The  JOHN  AND  NORAH  LANE 
AWARD  for  an  outstanding  contribu¬ 
tion  to  bluebird  conservation  by  an  in¬ 
dividual  was  made  to  the  following  per¬ 
sons: 

Ralph  K.  Bell  of  Clarksville,  PA,  who 
has  been  active  in  bluebird  trail  work 
for  almost  20  years  in  southwestern 
Pennsylvania,  where  his  utility-pole 
mounted  boxes  seem  to  provide  pro¬ 
tection  against  climbing  predators. 

Junius  Birchard  of  Hackettstown, 
NJ,  who  has  been  a  major  force  in  in¬ 
creasing  bluebird  awareness  in  New 
Jersey.  Working  through  the  public 
(Continued  on  page  26) 


Reuel  Broyles,  in  his  Springfield,  MO,  home,  displays  his  John  and  Norahl 
| Lane  Award  along  with  one  of  the  more  than  5,000  bluebird  nesting  boxes  hel 
has  built  and  then  given  away.  NABS  Board  Member  Charlotte  Jernigan,  ofl 
IWagoner,  OK,  and  her  husband  Bill,  made  the  presentation  to  Mr.  Broyles  onl 
ltheir  way  home  from  the  annual  meeting.  In  typical  fashion  Mr.  Broyles  gave| 
Mrs.  Jernigan  ten  boxes  for  her  bluebird  trail. 


|Anne  Sturm  presents  the  John  andl 
IlMorah  Lane  Award  to  Ralph  K.  Bell] 


it  . 


X  . 


The  T.E.  MUSSELMAN  AWARD 

for  outstanding  contribution  to 
bluebird  conservation  by  a  corporation 
was  made  to  the  following  company: 


The  Blue  Bird  Body  Company  of  Fort 
Valley,  GA,  which  has  given  bluebird 
nestboxes  to  its  customers,  has 
printed  NABS  nestbox  plans  on  their 
1981-82  calendar,  and  has  aided  the 
Society’s  educational  effort  in  publiciz¬ 
ing  bluebird  conservation  techniques. 


[Award  Photographs  pages  27-28] 


Presidential  Points — continued  from  page  2) 

schools  he  has  given  innumerable  il¬ 
lustrated  talks  and  demonstrations  to 
children  and  adults,  has  supplied  5,000 
precut  nesting  boxes  at  cost,  and 
maintains  and  monitors  his  own  trail. 


Reuel  Broyles  of  Springfield,  MU, 
who  has  probably,  more  than  any  other 
single  individual,  been  responsible  for 
helping  to  bring  back  the  bluebird  in 
Missouri.  Besides  operating  his  own 
successful  trail,  in  the  last  15  years  he 
has  made  and  distributed  at  least  5,100 
nesting  boxes  along  with  instructions 
for  monitoring  and  caring  for  them. 


William  G.  Duncan  of  Louisville,  KY, 
who  has  been  interested  in  bluebird 
conservation  for  more  than  50  years 
and  ranks  as  a  major  pioneer  in  aiding 
them.  He  designed  a  widely  used 
nesting  box  and  operates  trails  con¬ 
sisting  of  hundreds  of  boxes  (mostly  in 
Jefferson  County,  KY).  In  the  1950s  he 
began  writing  and  distributing  a 
newsletter  touching  on  a  wide  range  of 
conservation  topics  but  featuring  his 
first  love,  the  bluebird.  His  mailing  list 
now  exceeds  1,500  persons. 


As  your  new  President  from 
Thoreau  Country,  in  closing  I’d  like  to 
share  my  favorite  quote  from  Henry’s 
Journal: 

“Measure  your  health  by  your 
sympathy  with  morning  and  spring.  If 
there  is  no  response  in  you  to  the 
awakening  of  nature,  if  the  prospect  of 
an  early  morning  walk  does  not  banish 
sleep,  if  the  warble  of  the  first  bluebird 
does  not  thrill  you— know  that  the 
morning  and  spring  of  your  life  are 
past.  Thus  may  you  feel  your  pulse.” 

February  25,  1859 


Junius  Birchard 


receives  the  John 


and  Norah  Lane  Award  from  Award  | 

Committee  Chairwoman  Anne  Sturm 
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be  written  for  the  English  version  by 
NABS’  Founder,  Lawrence  Zeleny.) 

Sunday  morning  was  set  aside  for 
field  trips.  One  group  went  to  Sapsuck- 
er  Woods  at  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of 
Ornithology  where  they  observed  the 
falcon  research  project.  Another  trip 
went  to  Nuthatch  Hollow,  a  private 
sanctuary  where  a  bluebird  trail  has 
been  established  and  extensive  wild¬ 
life  plantings  attract  a  wide  variety  of 
wild  creatures.  A  third  group  went  to 
the  Fred  L.  Waterman  Center,  where  a 
slide  program  was  given  by  Jane  Cod- 
dington,  Director.  Bluebirds  were  seen 


by  this  fortunate  group. 

Most  of  the  planning  and  work  for 
this  convention  was  done  by  NABS 
board  member  Sadie  Dorber.  She  was 
assisted  by  Shaw  Lively  and  Glenys 
Curran  and  by  the  members  of  the  Up¬ 
state  New  York  Bluebird  Society.  A 
special  attraction  was  the  Annual 
Meeting  program,  festively  decorated 
by  Fran  Hanes’  pictures  of  bluebirds 
caroling  “I  love  New  York!” 

Once  again  the  attendees  were  in¬ 
spired  to  carry  on  the  rewarding  task 
of  restoring  bluebirds  to  native 
places.  ■ 


Thank  You,  Volunteers! 


Recently  I  received  in  the  mail  a 
I ovefy~~advertisement  for  a  delicata 
'~vase~graced  with  bluebirds  painted.^ 
TTfat  ‘‘modern-day  Audulbon?7^  Roger 
"Tory  Peterson.  Then  I  received  word 
that  the  Campfire  Organization  was 
receiving  an  award  from  the  National 
Wildlife  Federation  for  their  bluebird 
conservation  activities.  Bluebirds  are 
making  a  big  comeback  and  we  at  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society  can 
say,  “We  must  have  helped.”  Yes, 
through  the  largely  volunteer  efforts  of 
a  growing  number  of  bluebird  activists, 
bluebirds  are  getting  much-needed  at¬ 
tention. 

Here  at  the  Silver  Spring  hub  of  ac¬ 
tivities  I  am  aware  of  our  front  line  ac¬ 
tivists— the  ones  who  put  up  and 
monitor  the  nestboxes  and  then  share 
their  experiences  and  results  through 
Sialia.  Next  come  those  who  spread 
the  word:  they  give  a  bluebird  talk,  use 
the  NABS’  slide  program,  or  get  an  arti¬ 
cle  printed  in  a  newspaper  or 
magazine. 

Until  October  of  1983,  Dick  Tuttle 
of  Delaware.  OH.  as  Chairman  of  the 
Education  Committee,  capably  hancT 
ted  tfie  chore  of Tniintaining,  schedul¬ 
ing,  and  mailing  the  multiple  copies  of 
the  slide  program.  His  meticulous 
records  attest  to  a  devotion  to  this  mis¬ 
sion  which  is  truly  impressive.  Reid_ 


and  Teresa  Caldwell  are  now  handling 

the  slide  program.  This  young  couple 

TTves  in  Lucas,  OH~wfiere  Reid  is  park 

ranger  and  Teresa  is  park  naturalist  at 
Maiabar  Farm  State  ParkTReid  is  co-~ 

chairing  the  Education^ommittee  with 

Bryan  Shantz  of  Red  Deer,  Alberta. 
Teddlautzke  continues  his  firveTuTork  a~S 
Chairman  of  the  Research  Committee. 
He  scarcely  missed  a  beat  when  he 
was  transferred  from  Great  Swamp  Na¬ 
tional  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Basking 
Ridge,  NJ,  to  J.  Clark  Salyer  NWR, 
Upham,  ND. 

In  1983,  there  were  two  NABS 
meetings:  the  Western  Regional 
Meeting  in  Portland,  OR,  in  late  June 
and  the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  in 
Binghamton,  NY,  in  early  October.  The 
task  of  arranging  a  meeting  of  interna¬ 
tional  magnitude  is  a  challenge  which 
was  met  admirably  in  both  instances. 
In  Oregon,  Angelina  and  Kermit 
Cromack,  as  well  as  Betty  and  Norton 
Ferguson,  guided  members  and  friends 
through  a  truly  enjoyable  weekend  of 
programs  and  field  trips.  In  Bingham¬ 
ton,  NY,  Sadie  Dorber  had  assembled 
programs  and  trips  as  diverse  as 
bluebirds,  puffins,  eagles,  and  stars. 
That’s  stretching  our  horizons,  right? 
As  all  attendees  know,  these  meetings 
are  always  a  special  kind  of  thrill.  We 
can’t  thank  sufficiently  the  volunteers 
who  make  them  possible. 


What  Happened 
LastYear 

Tyngsboro’s  Lil  Files  is  I 
Selected  president  of  the  I 
I  North  America  Bluebird  I 
■  Society.  _ I 


Lil  Files  Heads 
North  American 
Bluebird  Society 

by  Mary  Ann  Hayward 
TGBO-To  say  Lil  Files  is 
|  energetic  is  an  understate¬ 
ment.  Anyone  who  knows 
Lil  would  say  she  is  a 
dynamo,  instead.  She  Is 
energy-giving  though,  in  her 
usual  overflowing  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  any  subject. 
You  cannot  say  Lil  does 
anything  halfway.  In  fact, 
she  Firmly  believes,  if  you’re 
going  to  do  something,  do  it 
right.  She  certainly  does  a 
complete  job  in  any  under¬ 
taking. 

Of  her  many  interests, 
perhaps  her  favorite  is  her 
bluebirds.  She  has  had 
bluebirds  return  to  her 
Scribner  Hill  property  each 
spring  for  the  more  than 
thirty  years  she  has  lived 
there.  But  she  wasn’t  aware 
of  just  how  lucky  she  was 
|  until  she  spoke  with  the  late 
Catherine  Lambert  who 
|  coordinated  the  local  annual 
bird  count.  The  bird  club 
Mrs.  Lambert  headed  soon] 
began  scheduling  bird  walks 
to  Windswept  Acres,  the 
Files  property,  to  see  the 
more  than  thirty  species,  but 
especially  the  rare  bluebirds. 

Once  she  realized  her 
lovely  bluebirds  were  en¬ 
dangered,  Lil  Files  began 
her  own  conservation  cam¬ 
paign.  She  started  by  in¬ 
creasing  the  bluebird  boxes 
on  her  property,  then  the 
surrounding  area  via  the 
|  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society’s  Save  the  Bluebird 
Committee.  That  committee 
built  542  bluebird  boxes  and 
distributed  them  free  to 
anyone  with  the  proper 
bluebird  habitat  and  the  in¬ 
terest  in  monitoring  them. 

Primarily,  Lil  spreads  the 
message  on  the  need  for 
bluebird  conservation  ef¬ 
forts  through  an  infor¬ 
mative  slide-lecture  pro¬ 
gram.  She  is  sought  by 
organizations  all  over  New 
England  to  speak  at  their 
meetings.  Her  enthusiasm  is 
contagious  and  always  pro¬ 
duces  results,  i.e.  more 
bluebird  trails. 

Those  who  have  not  seen  a 
bluebird  are  in  for  a  rare 
treat  (sadly,  it  is  rare.).  You 
may  think  a  bluejay  is  blue, 
but  when  you  have  seen  a 
bluebird  you  will  realize  a 
bluejay  is  gray  in  com¬ 
parison.  The  bluebird  is  a 
deep,  bright  blue  with  an 
earthen  red  breast  and  off- 
white  belly.  They  are  gentle, 
shy  birds,  and  delightful  to 
watch. 


To  Lil  Files  spring  doesn’t  I 
begin  until  the  arrival  of  the 
male  bluebirds.  She  has  been ' 
known  to  run  across  her! 
field  shouting,  “The| 
bluebirds  are  here,  the 
bluebirds  are  here.” 

For  the  last  few  years  Lil 
has  been  involved  with  the 
North  American  Bluebird 
[Society,  an  organization 
founded  in  1978  by  Dr. 
I  .awrence  Zeleny  to  help  the 


The  Bluebird's  Song 
In  March 

By  Margery  KniselyX 
(With  apologies  toX 
Lydia  Child- 1 
“Thanksgiving")  I 
Over  the  meadow  and | 
through  the  wood 
I  to  Lillian  ’ s  place  I’ll  fly- 
I  My  heart  knows  the  way, 

1  wing  north  today 
\  through  cloudy  or  sunny  | 

Isfcy. 


bluebirds  plight.  The  goal  of  I 
NABS  is  to  foster  the  return [ 
of  the  three  species  ofl 
American  bluebirds  through[ 
educational  programsl 
focused  on  co-habitation| 
with  humans  and  their  en¬ 
virons,  conservation  of  cavi-| 

|  ty  nest  sites,  and  protection 
from  predators.  In  its  five 
[years,  NABS  has  seen 
results.  Membership  has  in¬ 
creased  from  the  original  I 
handful  to  some  6500.  The  I 
educational  programs  have 
effected  an  increase  in 
bluebird  boxes,  and  reports  [ 
of  fledglings  rise  each  year. 
[The  bluebird  population) 
decline  is  reversing,  NABS[ 
[happily  announces. 

Last  June  Lil  wasl 
[nominated  as  president  ofl 
the  North  American) 
Bluebird  Society,  and  of-l 
ficially  assumed  that  role  at  I 
the  Fall  annual  meeting  ini 
New  York  State.  Among  the! 
annual  meeting’s  many! 
scheduled  activities  was  al 
tour  of  the  nearby  Cornell! 
[University,  well-known  fori 
its  outstanding  ornithology| 
[department. 

Lil  reports  NABS  is  cur¬ 
rently  producing  an  educa-| 
tional  film  to  be  used  to  in-[ 
form  groups  on  the  Bluebird 
Conservation  Program.  The 
twenty  minute  feature  Film  is[ 
expected  to  cost  $125,000. 
The  board  of  directors! 
reviewed  preview  slides  ofl 
the  film  at  the  annual) 
meeting,  and  agreed  to 
organize  a  film  fundraising  | 
committee. 

Lil  has  received  accolades  | 
from  the  Tyngsborough 
Bird  Society,  and  a 
sledgehammer  to  use  as  a  I 
gavel.  From  the  pen  of 
neighbor  and  friend) 
Margery  Knisely  comes  this) 
tribute  that  savs  it  all: 


\Over  the  meadow  and | 
[through  the  wood 
Oh,  how  the  wind  doth\ 

|  blow. 

It  quickens  the  pulse 
and  chills  the  house, 

\But  it’s  on  to  | 
Tyngsborough. 

{Over  the  meadow  and | 

|  through  the  wood 

‘ Windswept  Acres”  i's| 

|  neigh. 

The  collies  await  us, 
the  flag  is  unfurled, 

I  My  favorite  box  I  spy. 

lover  the  meadow  and\ 
I  through  the  wood 
]  Nesting  again  in  style. 

She  awaits  on  the  hill, 

Ohear  us  all  trill — 

Three  cheers  for  Lillian 
I  Files! 


Feathered  Friends 

Tyngsborough,  Mass.,  resident  Lillian  Files  poses  with  a  replica  of  her  friends 
the  bluebirds.  Ms.  Files  was  recently  voted  president  of  the  North  Americai 
Bluebird  Society. _  ,T., — „hn.n  -  Ram, 
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Artist,  author,  lecturer,  interpreter  of  birds  to  the 
world,  Roger  Tory  Peterson  is  among  the  world’s 
most  honored  artist-naturalists.  Most  widely  known 
as  the  author/illustrator  of  A  Field  Guide  to  the 
Birds,  Dr.  Peterson  has  had  a  lifetime  of  artistic 
discipline.  His  observations  and  intellectual  curiosity 
have  prepared  the  way  for  these  extraordinary 
paintings.  Flawlessly  executed,  every  element 
combines  to  produce  a  work  of  exquisite  beauty  in 
which  each  bird  glows  with  life  and  vitality. 

Roger  Tory  Peterson  continues  to  receive 
international  recognition  for  his  contributions  to  the 
fields  of  art,  conservation,  science  and  education. 


Christmas  1983  received  a 
beautiful  Roger  Tory  Peter¬ 
son  bluebird  vase  from  my 
husband. 

A  most  appropriate  gift  for 
the  President  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society! 

Picture  on  the  right  is  art 
work  on  the  vase.  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  registration  below. 

Lil  Files 


CERTIFICATE  OF  REGISTRATION 

& 


BLUEBIRDS  by 
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The  Danbury  Mint  hereby  attests  that 
M.  Lillian  Files 


is  a  registered  owner  of  BLUEBIRDS.  This  is  the  first  vase  by  one  of  the 
world's  foremost  bird  artists,  Roger  Tory  Peterson. 

BLUEBIRDS,  produced  by  Kaiser  Porcelain,  is  a  Danbury  Mint  exclusive. 


9176 


Serial  Number 


W.  J.  StrWisier,  Director 
The  Danbury  Mint 


TYNGSBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY 


Calendar  of  Programs  for  19B4-1985 

All  meetings  will  he  held  at  our  new  location,  the  NORTH  CHELMSFORD  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH.  on 
the  Third  Wednesday  of  every  month  at  7«30  P«M.  Parking  lot  located  on  street  beside  church. 
Programs  are  open  to  the  public.  Bring  a  friend.  Refreshments  will  be  served. 


9/19/84  MASSACHUSETTS  NON-GAME  WILDLIFE  by  a  Mass.  Wildlife  staff  member 

The  Mass,  Division  of  Fisheries  <4  Wildlife  developed  this  very  informative  slide  pro¬ 
gram  to  explain  the  new  tax  write-off  funded  program  to  assist  non-game  wildlife.  The 
presentation  will  include  beautiful  slides  of  birds,  animals  and  plants.  Our  own  Tyngs- 
boro  Bird  Society  were  one  of  their  sponsors. 

10/17/8 4  WILDFLOWERS  of  NEW  ENGLAND  by  Jean  Buermeyer 

Jean  Buermeyer  of  Harvard  is  a  well-known  photographer,  lecturer  and  teacher  whose  work 
has  appeared  in  many  journals  and  books.  Her  color  slide  presentation  of  native  New 
England  wildflowers  depict  entire  flowering  plant  and  its  habitat,  a  close-up  of  flower, 
and,  in  some  instances,  the  fruit  and  berry  stages.  She  gives  the  common  name  and  some 
interesting  facts  about  each  flower.  At  end  of  program  some  of  Jean's  favorite  flowers 
will  be  accompanied  by  music. 


11/21/84  MY  WALKS  to  WORK  by  Mark  Wilson 


Mark  Wilson  formerly  of  Tewksbury  and  staff  photographer  of  the  Lowell  Sun  now  lives 
in  the  scenic  Delaware  Gap  area  working  as  assistant  to  Leonard  Lee  Rue  III,  North 
America's  most  published  wildlife  photographer.  Mark's  photos  have  appeared  in  Mass. 
Audubon  Newsletter,  National  Geographic,  National  Wildlife,  Natural  History,  Living 
Bird  Ouarterly,  Runner's  World  and  other  magazines.  He  also  won  the  1981  Boston  Globe 
Fitzgerald  Award  and  took  first  place  in  a  Lowell  Sun  contest.  Mark,  who  is  a  club 
member,  has  given  us  many  great  programs  in  the  past.  This  presentation  will  be  of 
Mark  commuting  on  foot  through  the  woods  to  work,  so  come  and  meet  the  deer,  red  efts, 
box  turtles,  turkeys  and  vultures  he  encounters, 

1/16/85  HERE,  THERE  AND  EVERYWHERE  by  Bill  Harris 

Bill  Harris  and  his  wife  May  formerly  of  Chelmsford  now  live  in  Nashua,  N.H,  They  have 
been  the  society's  birdwalk  leaders  for  the  past  four  years.  Many  of  our  club  members 
have  enjoyed  their  many  interesting  birdwalks  and  they  keep  us  posted  on  latest  bird 
findings.  Many  readers  of  the  Newsweekly  have  also  enjoyed  a  most  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative  column  called  "Bird  Talk"  by  Bill.  Besides  being  excellent  birders,  they  both 
have  been  great  in  photographing  our  fine  feathered  friends  and  have  given  us  very  en¬ 
joyable  programs  in  the  past  on  their  travels.  From  his  title  this  year  he's  keeping 
us  in  suspense! 

2/20/85  MYSTERIOUS  AFRICA  by  Shirley  Torigian 

Shirley  Torigian  of  Tyngsboro  shared  some  of  her  excellent  slides  taken  on  a  camping 
trip  in  the  Everglades  at  our  1983  Pot-pourri.  This  January  she  plans  to  spend  three 
weeks  camping  in  Kenya,  The  safari  will  be  led  by  Don  Turner,  a  leading  ornithologist 
in  East  Africa.  If  all  goes  well,  Shirley  should  have  some  tremendous  slides  from  the 
foothills  of  the  snow-capped  Kilimanjaro  to  the  acacia  dotted  savannah  plains  of  the 
Serenget.i  -  to  the  awesome  escarpments  and  flamingo  covered  soda  lakes  of  the  Great 
Rift  Valley,  These  are  a  few  of  the  spectacles  that  create  the  magnificense  of  the 
"Dark  Continent".  This  should  be  an  exciting  program. 

3/20/85  CUR  AMAZING  WORLD  of  NATURE  by  Karl  Schanz  (A  repeat  performance  by  popular  demand.) 

Karl  Schanz  of  Tewksbury  got  his  expertise  with  cameras  and  photography  as  a  young  man 
in  his  native  country  of  Germany.  He  has  won  many  photo  awards  including  a  Gold  Metal 
Award  from  the  George  Gleany  Nature  Salon.  Recently  he  was  made  a  master  member  of  the 
New  England  Camera  Club  at  the  University  of  Mass,  and  received  a  plaque  with  following 
inscription  -  "For  exceptional  talent  as  a  teacher  &  lecturer  in  the  field  of  nature 
photography",  Karl  is  also  a  member  of  the  Camera  Naturalists  of  Mass.  (One  becomes  a 
member  of  this  elite  club  by  invitation  only.)  His  programs  are  in  great  demand  from 
some  of  the  largest  photo  clubs  throughout  the  country.  Come  and  enjoy  a  superb  program 
seeing  beautiful  slides  accompanied  by  great  musical  scores. 

4/17/85  BRING  BACK  the  BLUEBIRDS  by  Lll  Files  &  Andre  Dion 


Lil  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  past  president  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Soceity  and  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Soceity,  will  show  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society's  slide 
program  followed  by  a  presentation  of  her  own.  Andre  Dion,  a  guest  of  hers  from  Que¬ 
bec,  will  speak  on  his  wonderful  new  book  called  "The  Return  of  the  Bluebird"  just  re¬ 
cently  translated  into  English.  It's  a  beautifully  illustrated  and  wittily  written 
story  about  a  Bluebird  chatting  with  other  birds  and  learning  their  life  histories. 
There  will  be  sample  bluebird  boxes  on  display  &  bluebird  brochures  available, 

5/15/85  POT-POURRI  NIGHT  by  YOU! 

Help  us  celebrate  our  annual  meeting  by  bribing  in  slides  or  prints  to  share  with  us 
on  any  nature  oriented  subject  such  as  birds,  wild  animals,  pets,  horses,  scenic  views, 
fishing,  canoeing,  skiing,  snowshoeing,  etc.  Thank  you. 


For  further  information  on  the  above  and  other  activities  contact l 

Mike  Potsald,  President  256-51?3 
Joyce  Marina 1,  Treasurer  597-8608 
Lil  Files,  Program  Chairman  692-2520 


INFORMATION  on  BIRDWALKS,  contact  club  leaders,  Bill  &  May  Harris  of  Nashua, N.H.  (603-881-9639) 
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Special  Note:  To  encourage  housing  for  the! 
bluebird,  which  has  lost  much  of  its  natural 
housing  due  to  urban  development,  we  offer 
discounts  for  bulk  purchases  (6  or  more) 
of  any  bluebird  house  on  this  page.  Please 
write  us  for  details.  More  information  per¬ 
taining  to  bluebirds  and  how  you  can  help 
them  is  available  from  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  RO.  Box  6295,  Silver 
Springs,  Maryland  20906.  The  Society  is 
a  non-profit  organization. 


Mary  Janetatos  presented  the  Executive  Director's  report#  copy 
attached.  Some  points  highlighted  by  Mary:  We  have  received  some 
excellent  publicity  recently  and  some  more  is  on  the  horizon,  e.g., 
the  picture  of  a  bluebird  on  the  cover  of  Duncraft  January  and  March 
issues,  with  the  Society's  address  noted  in  the  copy.  Memberships 
are  again  on  the  upswing  with  the  increased  efforts  at  obtaining 
renewals.  Mary  described  our  entree  with  Duncraft,  i.e.,  Dorene 
Scriven's  (from  Minnesota)  efforts  to  get  Duncraft  to  remove  the  perch 
from  bluebird  houses  depicted  in  its  catalog  (without  success)  and 

then  the  follow-up  efforts  of  Lillian  Files,  which  were  not  only _ 

successful  but  produced  a  new  wonderful  friend.l 


FOR  THE  BIRDS 


Winter  1084 
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BLUEBIRD  INTERVIEW  on  Radio  WDLW 


8:00  A.M*  (Sunday)  January  22,  1984 

by  Middlesex  County  Extension  Services 

(1/2  hour  interview  by  Janet  MacKenzie 
-  daughter  of  Beresford  Proctor  of  N.' 


Brad  Blodgett  of  the  Mass.  Wildlife 
I?^-s'noriG£  phoned  to  ask  if  he  could 
2ht  p  or  mi  s  s  1  on  tc  us  e  Tyngsboro  Bird 
M';  hv' W  h  >M /h .  Society  &  the  North  American  Bluebird 
I  Society  as  sponsors. 

Groups  supporting  the 
Nongame  Wildlife  Program 


Animal  Rescue  League  of  Boston 
Berkshire  County  Land  Trust  &  Conservation  Fund 
Berkshire  Natural  Resources  Council,  Inc. 
Brookline  Bird  Club 
Ducks  Unlimited,  Inc. 

Environmental  Lobby  of  Mass. 

Essex  County  Sportsmen’s  League 
Gun  Owners  Action  League 

Int’l.  Association  of  Fish  &  Wildlife  Agencies 
Manomet  Bird  Observatory 

Mass.  Association  of  Conservation  Commissions 
Mass.  Audubon  Society 
Mass.  Sportsmen’s  Council 
Mass.  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals 
Mass.  Wildlife  Federation 

Middlesex  County  League  of  Sportsmen’s  Clubs 

Nantucket  Conservation  Foundation 

New  England  Chapter,  The  Wildlife  Society 

Nature  Conservancy 

New  England  Wildflower  Society 

North  American  Bluebird  Society 

Sierra  Club 

Trustees  of  Reservations 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service 
Western  Mass.  Herpetological  Society 
Wildlife  Management  Institute 
Worcester  Science  Center 


Massachusetts 
Tax  Form: 


Line  36B  is 
for  the  birds.. 
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Nongame  Wildlife  Fund 


and  fish,  and  chipmunks,  and  turtles 


This  year,  by  checking  a  box  on  line  36B 
(line  28,  new  simplified  form)  on  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  income  tax  form,  you  can  con¬ 
tribute  part  of  your  tax  refund  to  the 
Nongame  Wildlife  Fund. 

Your  federally  tax  deductible  contribu¬ 
tion  supports  programs  that  will  preserve 
and  protect  Massachusetts  nongame 
wildlife  and  their  natural  habitats. 


Nongame  Wildlife  in 
Massachusetts 

There  are  over  500  nongame  wildlife 
species  and  1700  native  plants  and  wild- 
flowers  in  Massachusetts. 

Nearly  100  of  these  species  are  rare  or 
endangered;  others  are  forced  into  limited 
areas  because  of  pollution  and  changing 
land  use.  Without  funding  for  wildlife, 
many  of  these  animal  and  plant  species 
will  be  lost. 


The  Nongame  and 
Endangered  Species  Program 

The  Nongame  Wildlife  Program,  estab¬ 
lished  in  1977,  has  an  inventory  of  unique 
and  endangered  plants  and  animals.  It  is 
working  on  restoring  many  of  these  spe¬ 
cies,  including  our  national  symbol,  the 
bald  eagle.  The  program  is  also  currently 
identifying  critical  areas  for  pres¬ 
ervation,  and  biologists  have  begun 
research  on  previously  unstudied  wildlife 
populations. 

Nongame  Wildlife  Funds  have  already 
proven  successful  in  many  other  states. 
In  1980,  Colorado  taxpayers  contributed 
$647,000  to  establish  one  of  the  largest 
programs  in  the  country.  In  New  Jersey, 


contributions  helped  set  up  innovative 
health  care  facilities  for  injured  wildlife. 

These  programs  are  successful  because 
people  care.  The  same  concern  is  needed 
for  the  preservation  of  Massachusetts 
wildlife. 

Your  contribution  to  the  Nongame  Wild¬ 
life  Fund  will  help: 

•  Restore  rare  and  endangered  species 

•  Expand  wildlife  research 

•  Identify  and  secure  critical  habitat 

•  Purchase  breeding  areas 

•  Educate  the  public 


You  can  help 

Until  now,  the  Nongame  Wildlife 
Program  was  supported  solely  by  fishing 
and  hunting  fees,  but  they’re  just  not 
enough. 

With  your  support,  our  nongame  wild¬ 
life  can  be  protected  and  restored.  Show 
you  care.  Give  to  the  Nongame  Wildlife 
Fund. 

The  Nongame  Wildlife  Program  is  not 
supported  by  tax  dollars.  Its  success 
depends  on  your  contributions  of  $1,  $5, 
$  10  or  any  amount.  So,  check  a  box  on  line 
36B  (line  28,  new  simplified  form)  for  the 
Nongame  Wildlife  Fund. 

If  you  don’t  expect  a  refund  this  year, 
but  would  like  to  contribute,  please  send  a 
check  or  money  order  made  out  to  the 
Nongame  Wildlife  Fund  to: 

Massachusetts  Division  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  MA  02202 

Remember  —  Line  36B  is  for  the  birds  . . . 


Bluebird 


Florence  A.  Merriam 

We  thank  Lillian  Lund  Filesjor  furnishing  a  copy  of  the  following  material  published  orig¬ 
inally  in  1898.  More  than  three-quarters  of  a  century  later  bluebirds  are  still  battling  House 
Sparrows— though  they  cannot  be  thwarted  as  easily  as  the  author  suggests. 

Although  the  Bluebird  did  not  come  over  in  the  Mayflower,  it  is  said  that  when  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers  came  to  New  England  this  bird  was  one  of  the  first  whose 
gentle  warblings  attracted  their  notice,  and,  from  its  resemblance  to  the  beloved 
Robin  Redbreast  of  their  native  land,  they  called  it  the  Blue  Robin.  From  that  time 
on,  this  beautiful  bird  has  shown  itself  so  responsive  to  friendly  treatment  that  it 
has  won  a  deep  place  in  the  affections  of  the  people.  The  bird  houses  that  were  put 
up  for  it  insured  its  presence  in  villages  and  city  parks  until  the  introduction  of  the 
House  Sparrow,  but  since  that  time  the  old  familiar  friend  has  had  to  give  way  be¬ 
fore  the  quarrelsome  stranger.  Mr.  Nehrling,  however,  gives  us  the  grateful  informa¬ 
tion  that  by  a  simple  device  the  Bluebird  boxes  may  be  protected  from  the  Sparrow. 
It  seems  that  the  Sparrow,  being  no  aeronaut,— not  to  say  of  earthly  mind,— finds 
difficulty  in  entering  a  hole  unless  there  is  a  perch  beside  it  where,  as  it  were’,  he  can 
have  his  feet  on  the  ground.  The  Bluebird,  on  the  contrary,  aside  from  his’mental 
cast,  is  so  used  to  building  in  old  Woodpecker  holes,  none  of  which  are  blessed  with 
piazzas  or  front-door  steps,  that  he  has  no  trouble  in  flying  directly  into  a  nest  hole. 
So,  by  making  the  Bluebird  houses  without  perches,  the  Sparrows  may  be  kept 
away.  Mr.  Nehrling  urges  that  cigar  boxes  should  never  be  used  for  bird  houses, 
which  is  surely  wise,  for  we  would  neither  offend  the  nostrils  of  feathered  parents 
nor  contaminate  the  feathered  youth.  In  the  south,  he  tells  us,  the  cypress  knees 
furnish  excellent  materials  for  them.  He  suggests,  moreover,  that  sections  of  hollow 
branches  and  hollow  tree  trunks  can  be  used  in  addition  to  the  usual  board  houses. 
When  this  is  done,  the  section  of  the  branch  should  be  sawed  in  two,  bored  out  for 
the  nest  cavity,  and  then  nailed  or  glued  together  and  capped  at  each  end  to  keep 
out  the  rain.  It  should  then  be  fastened  securely  to  a  branch  or  tree  trunk  with  strong 
wire.  Bird  houses  of  some  sort  are  especially  necessary  on  the  prairie  and  in  other 
regions  where  few  natural  nesting  sites  are  to  be  found. 

One  of  the  most  effective  ways  to  attract  the  Bluebird,  however,  is  by  planting 
wild  berry-bearing  bushes,  particularly  in  the  west,  where  such  bushes  do  not  grow 
naturally.  For  while  three  quarters  of  the  Bluebird’s  food  consists  of  grasshoppers 
crickets,  caterpillars,  and  similar  insects,  and  it  is  “exceedingly  useful  to  the  horti¬ 
culturist  and  farmer,  destroying  myriads  of  larvae  and  insects  which  would  other¬ 
wise  increase  and  multiply  to  the  great  injury  of  vegetation,’’  the  Bluebird  is  not  a 
bird  of  one  idea,  but  extends  his  dietary  to  wild  fruits,  and  by  means  of  them  may  be 
brought  about  our  houses.  A  variety  of  bushes  can  be  planted,  for  he  has  been  found 
to  eat  bird  cherry,  chokeberry,  dogwood,  bush  cranberry,  huckleberry,  greenbrier, 
Virginia  creeper,  strawberry-bush,  juniperberry,  bittersweet,  pokeberry,  false  spike¬ 
nard,  partridgeberry,  holly,  rose  haws,  sumac,  and  wild  sarsaparilla. 

Wilson,  in  speaking  of  the  Bluebird  engaged  in  courting  his  mate,  says  in  his 
delightful  way:  “If  a  rival  makes  his  appearance, ...he  quits  her  in  a  moment,  attacks 
and  pursues  the  intruder  as  he  shifts  from  place  to  place,  in  tones  that  bespeak  the 
jealousy  of  his  affections,  conducts  him,  with  many  reproofs,  beyond  the  extrem¬ 
ities  of  his  territory,  and  returns  to  warble  out  his  transports  of  triumph  beside  his 
beloved  mate.” 

As  we  watch  the  Bluebird,  one  of  the  most  noticeable  things  about  him,  in 
spite  of  his  familiar  friendliness,  is  a  certain  untamable  spirit  of  the  woods  and 
fields.  As  he  sits  on  a  branch  lifting  his  wings,  there  is  an  elusive  charm  about  his 
sad  quavering  tru-al-ly,  tru-al-ly.  Ignoring  our  presence,  he  seems  preoccupied  with 
unfathomable  thoughts  of  field  and  sky.  g 

Florence  A.  Merriam,  “Bluebird,”  in  Birds  of  Village  and  Field :  A  Bird  Book  for  Beginners.  Copyright 

1898,  Houghton,  Mifflin  and  Company:  Boston  and  New  York,  pp.  41-44. 
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Tyngsborough 
Bird  Society 
Meets  Jan.  18 

TGBO-The  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Society  will  meet  next 
on  January  18  at  the  Lit¬ 
tlefield  Library  in 
|  Tyngsborough  at  7:30  p.m. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  I 
evening  is  talented  local  [ 
photographer  Mark  Wilson. 
“Long  Legs  Through  a| 
Long  Lens”  is  the  title  of  the 
program  about  heron 
rookeries  Wilson  has  work¬ 
ed  on.  The  slide  lecture  pro¬ 
gram  will  feature  pictures  of 
Black-Crowned  Night 
Herons,  Snowy  Egrets,  and 
Glossy  Ibis.  Wilson,  who  is  a 
club  member,  will  also  in¬ 
clude  slides  of  our  local  great 
blue  heron  rookery  reputed 
to  be  the  second  largest  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts. 

Mark  Wilson  resides  in 
Tewksbury  and  is  not  only 
talented  as  a  photographer, 
but  has  won  several  awards 
as  well.  In  1981  he  won  the 
Boston  Globe  Fitzgerald 
Award  for  photo¬ 
journalism,  and  took  First 
Place  in  the  Lowel  Sun 
Photo  Contest.  He  received 
Honorable  Mention  in  the 
1982  Natural  History 
I  Magazine  photography  con- 
I  test. 

Wilson  has  a  wonderful 
Isense  of  awareness  of 
I  nature,  and  is  extremely 
knowledgeable  of  birds  and 
the  word  they  live  in.  This 
program  is  certain  to  be 
entertaining  and  infor¬ 
mative.  The  public  is  cor¬ 
dially  invited  to  attend. 
Refreshments  will  be  served 
lowing  the  program. 


"Birds  and  Bees 


// 


Beekeeper  Alan  Chaney  and 
“bird  doctor”  Lauren  Chaney  of 
Dunstable  will  present  a  special 
program  entitled  “The  Birds  and 
the  Bees”  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  15, 
at  7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Littlefield  Lib¬ 
rary,  Middlesex  Road,  Tyng¬ 
sboro. 

Sponsored  by  the  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Society,  the  slide-lecture 
will  focus  on  Chaney’s  25  years  of 
experience  in  dealing  with  bees; 
while  his  wife  will  discuss  birds 
she  has  cared  for,  and  her  bird 
pets.  Interested  persons  are  in¬ 
vited  to  attend,  with  refresh¬ 
ments  to  be  served.  For  further 


Bird  Society 
Hears  Talk  On 
Heron  Species 

TGBO-The 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
was  one  of  an  illustrious  list 
of  organizations  supporting 
legislation  for  a  state  in¬ 
come  tax  form  check-off  I 
line  for  conservation. 
Similar  to  the  federal  cam¬ 
paign  fund  check-off  on  in¬ 
come  tax  forms,  the  state 
established  for  the  first  time 
a  check-off  to  fund 
Nongame  Wildlife.  The 
Tyngsborough  Club  urges 
all  to  “Do  Something 
Wild”  and  support  finan¬ 
cially  nongame  wildlife. 

Club  member  and 
talented  photographer 
Mark  Wilson  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  Bird  Club’s 
January  meeting.  “Long 
Legs  Through  a  Long 
Lens”  was  the  title  of 
Mark’s  program  on  various 
species  of  heron  from  the 
local  rookery  to  Squam 
Lake,  Boston  Harbor  and 
Plum  Island. 

The  program  began  with 
slides  of  the  Tyngsborough- 
Dunstable  rookery.  Mark 
took  photos  on  a  hillside  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  away  from 
the  nesting  area,  and  still 
the  great  blue  herons  were 
flushed  from  their  nests. 
The  slides  included  shots  of 
the  greeting  ritual  when 
mates  return  to  their  huge 
platform  next,  pumping  the 
air  with  their  six  foot  broad 
wings  to  come  to  a  stop. 
The  nests  are  built  150  feet 
high  in  dead  white  pines 
whose  roots  stand  in  the 
waters  of  a  beaver  pond. 

The  male  and  female  of 
this  species  are  difficult  to 
distinguish.  Father  Ray 
Prebis  noted,  great  blue 
herons  probably  mate  for 
life,  as  most  of  the  larger 
birds  do.  The  blue  herons 
use  their  nest  from  year  to 
year,  making  repairs  but 
not  totally  rebuilding  nests. 

Mark  assisted  the  Mass. 
Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  in  the  census  taken 
at  the  local  rookery  last 
June,  104  2  chicks  were 
counted  here.  He  has  also 
worked  on  the  census  at 
Spectacle  Island  in  Boston 
Harbor.  He  hopes  to  study 
the  local  rookery  more  ex¬ 
tensively.  In  response  to  a 
question  from  the  audience, 
Mark  called  this  rookery  “a 
natural  treasure.” 


In  addition,  he  com- 
Imented,  “To  see  it 
I  destroyed,  not  even  direct- 
lly,  if  the  houses  get  close 
(enough  to  make  the  birds 
feel  pressured  and  move 
out,  it  would  be  a  real  loss 
to  this  area.”  Mark  conced¬ 
ed  development  is  occurring 
|  and  there  is  a  housing  need, 
but,  he  added,  preservation 
is  not  occurring  but  is  also 
needed.  What  happens  in 
the  future  depends  on  what 
local  residents  seek.  “In  my 
opinion,  a  rookery  is 
something  that  definitely 
|  should  be  fought  for.” 

Mark  also  showed  slides 
I  of  the  interesting  plant  life 
surrounding  the  rookery 
growing  in  the  rich,  fertile 
ground.  The  audience 
responded  with  equal 
amazement  at  photos  of  the 
I  rookery  and  native  plants, 
I  including  the  uncommon 
|  winged  polygalla. 

The  census  work  Mark 
I  did  at  Spectacle  Island  in¬ 
cluded  several  heron 
species.  Snowy  egrets,  the 
I  white  heron,  reside  on  this 
Boston  Edison  property. 
Local  night  herons  nest  in 
I  quaking  aspen,  higher  than 
the  great  blues  nest.  A 
telltale  cloud  of  agitated 
egrets  and  herons  above 


their  rookery  means  an  in- 
truder  is  near,  one  slide  il¬ 
lustrated.  The  slides  of 
green  herons  and  night 
herons  show  them  to  be 
rather  prehistoric-looking 
reptile-birds. 

At  the  turn  of  the  cen¬ 
tury,  herons  were  threaten¬ 
ed  by  high  fashion.  Their 
plumes  were  the  popular 
adornment  of  hats.  Now 
unfortunately,  the  threat  is 
loss  of  habitat. 


Helen  Balzarini,  a  Chelmsford' 
resident  known  for  her  hand- 
carved  bird  and  animal  signs, 
will  present  a  slide-lecture  on 
minerology  entitled  “On  the 
Amethyst  Trail”  on  Wednesday, 
March  21,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at  the 
Litchfield  Library,  Tyngsboro. 

The  amateur  rock  hound  will 
relate  the  day-to-day  experi¬ 
ences  of  uncovering  prize  ameth¬ 
yst  specimens  at  Dzuba  Ony,  Big 
Thunderbay  and  Noyes  mines  in 
Ontario,  on  the  northern  shore  of 
Lake  Superior;  as  well  as  show¬ 
ing  nature  and  wildlife  scenes  of 
the  area. 

Interested  persons  are  invited 
to  attend,  with  refreshments  to 
be  served.  For  further  details, 
contact  Lillian  Files  (692-2520). 


n  the  rocks 


Chelmsford  sign  artist  Helen  Balzarini,  an  amateur  miner- 
ologist,  will  present  a  lecture-demonstration  entitled  “On 
the  Amethyst  Trail,"  detailing  digs  in  Canadian  mines  on 
the  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  on  Wednesday,  March  ,2 1 ,  at 
7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Litchfield  Library,  Tyngsboro. 
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AUDUBON 
LECTURE  SERIES 


November  6:  THE  EVERGLADES 

John  Green,  Jr.,  Interpretive  Naturalist 

The  lifeblood  of  the  Everglades  is  water,  teeming 
with  life,  flowing  slowly  through  the  sawgrass  and 
cypress.  Visit  the  herons,  alligators,  and  other 
denizens  of  this  natural  marvel,  to  see  how  they 
have  adapted  to  survive  its  shifting  environmental 
conditions. 


January  22:  OSPREY 

Carol  Smith,  ASNH  Dir.  of  Wildlife  Programs 

Following  the  superb  film  Osprey,  shot  in  Scotland, 
Carol  will  discuss  the  global  distribution  of  the 
Osprey  and  illustrate  local  research  and  management 
efforts  with  slides  of  New  Hampshire's  own 
threatened  population. 


February  26:BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRD 

Li  1  Files,  Pres.,  North  American  Bluebird  Soc. 


The  natural  history  of  the  threatened  Eastern 
Bluebird,  once  one  of  the  most  familiar  birds  of 
our  area,  and  the  reasons  for  its  startling  decline 
are  illustrated,  along  with  efforts  leading  to 
increasingly  successful  recovery. 


April  8:  THE  GALAPAGOS  ISLANDS 

Dr.  Peter  Stettenheim,  editor,  Condor  magazine 

Visit  this  fascinating  Pacific  archipelago,  home 
to  the  diverse  array  of  birds  and  other  wildlife 
that  prompted  Darwin  to  propose  his  theory  of 
natural  selection.  The  stewardship  of  this  in¬ 
credible  natural  resource  by  a  tiny  nation  holds 
an  important  message  for  New  Englanders. 
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TICKETS:  For  the  season, 
Single  lecture, 


$6/A$NH  member 
$9/non-member 
$2. 50/adult 
$1. 50/student 
under  21 


SUNDAYS,  3:30  P.M. 

ANN I CCH I ARI CO  MUSIC  THEATER 
1  Thompson  Street 
Concord,  New  Hampshire 


AUDUBON  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  *  224-9909 
3  Silk  Farm  Road/P. 0.  Box  528-B/Concord ,  NH 


AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


3  SILK  FARM  RD.  •  P.O.  BOX  528-B  •  CONCORD,  NH  03301  •  224-9909 


February  29,  1984 


Lillian  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Ms.  Files: 

Many  thanks  for  such  a  successful  program  on  February  26. 
Our  staff  was  very  enthusiastic  about  your  presentation,  and 
we  appreciate  your  energetic  efforts  on  behalf  of  both  the 
Audubon  Society  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  Eastern  Bluebird. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  our  bluebird  information 
sheet  and  your  check. 

Best  wishes  for  a  spring  full  of  bluebirds, 

6L£aiv_. 

Adair  D.  Mulligan 
Director  of  Education 
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NEW  AUDUBON  LECTURE  SERIES 

ASNH  is  pleased  to  announce  a  new  Audubon  Lecture  Series  for  1983-84.  The  familiar| 
I  Wildlife  Film  Series,  sponsored  by  ASNH  for  a  number  of  years  with  the  cooperation  of  St. 
Paul’s  School,  will  not  be  renewed  due  to  soaring  costs.  Devotees  of  the  Sun.  afternoon  series  I 
will  be  treated  instead  to  a  series  of  varied  and  lively  programs  featuring  New  England  issues ' 
and/or  expertise. 


Feb.  26:  Bring  Back  the  Bluebird 

Lil  Files,  president  of  the  No.  American 
Bluebird  Society 

The  natural  history  of  the  threatened 
Eastern  Bluebird,  once  one  of  the  most 
familiar  birds  of  our  area,  and  the  reasons 
for  its  startling  decline  are  illustrated, 
along  with  efforts  leading  to  increasingly 
successful  recovery. 

April  8:  The  Galapagos  Islands 

Dr.  Peter  Stettenheim,  editor  of  Condor 
magazine 

Visit  this  fascinating  Pacific  archipelago, 
home  to  the  diverse  array  of  birds  and 
other  wildlife  that  prompted  Darwin  to 
propose  this  theory  of  natural  selection. 
The  stewardship  of  this  incredible  natural 
resource  by  a  tiny  nation  holds  an  impor¬ 
tant  message  for  New  Englanders. 

Programs  will  take  place  at  3  p.m.  at  the  Annicchiarico  Memorial  Music  Theater  on  Thompson 
St.  in  Concord.  Tickets  for  the  series  of  four  lectures  are  $6  for  members,  $9  for  non- members, 
available  in  advance  from  Audubon  House.  Tickets  at  the  door  for  individual  lectures  are  $2.50  [ 
for  adults,  $1.50  for  students  under  21.  For  further  info,  call  the  ASNH  Education  Dept., 
224-9909. 


Nov.  6:  The  Everglades 

John  Green,  Jr.,  Interpretive  Naturalist 
The  lifeblood  of  the  Everglades  is  water, 
teeming  with  life,  flowing  slowly  through 
the  sawgrass  and  cypress.  Visit  the  he¬ 
rons,  alligators,  and  other  denizens  of  this 
natural  marvel,  to  see  how  they  have 
adapted  to  survive  its  shifting  environ¬ 
mental  conditions. 

Jan.  22:  Osprey 

Carol  Smith,  ASNH  Director  of  Wildlife 
Programs 

Following  the  superb  film  Osprey,  shot  in 
Scotland,  Carol  will  discuss  the  global  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  Osprey  and  illustrate  local 
research  and  management  efforts  with 
slides  of  New  Hampshire’s  own 
threatened  population. 
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Sialia,  Summer  1984 


v  Presidential  Points 

Lillian  Lund  Files 

A  small  group  of  us  representing 
NABS  attended  the  inaugural 
meeting  of  the  Bermuda  Bluebird  So¬ 
ciety  which  took  place  at  Government 
House  on  23  February  1984.  Our  host¬ 
ess,  the  governor’s  wife,  Viscountess 
Lady  Dunrossil,  has  joined  the  ranks  of 
people  interested  in  preserving  the 
bluebird. 

The  meeting  started  with  a  cere¬ 
monial  installation  of  a  “Bermudian 
triangle”  styled  bluebird  nesting  I  box 
on  the  grounds  of  Government  House 
by  Tom  Outerbridge,  president  of  the 
newly  founded  society  and  the  Vis¬ 
countess.  Almost  as  if  on  cue,  a  vocal 
male  bluebird  appeared  in  the  branches 
of  a  nearby  tree  to  the  delight  of  the 
assembled  guests.  The  ceremony  and 
meeting  were  well  covered  by  television 
and  all  the  local  newspapers. 

The  formal  meeting  began  with  a 
welcoming  address  by  Lady  Dunrossil, 
introductory  remarks  by  Government 
Conservation  Officer,  Dr.  David  Win¬ 
gate,  and  a  presentation  entitled  “Blue 
Future  Blues”  by  BBS  President  Tom 
Outerbridge.  This  was  followed  by 
“Greetings  from  NABS”  by  Executive 
Director,  Mary  Janetatos,  and  the 
guest  speaker’s  presentation,  “The 
Bluebird:  God’s  Gift  from  Heaven”  by 
Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny,  Founder  of 
NABS.  The  program  ended  with  a  45- 
minute  local  video  documentary  film 
“Happiness  is  a  Bluebird”,  which  de¬ 
picts  the  plight  of  the  bluebird  with  de¬ 
lightful  theme  music  entitled  “Mr. 
Bluebird  Blue”  written  by  local  folk 
singer,  Tom  Outerbridge. 

Here’s  wishing  the  Bermuda  Blue¬ 
bird  Society  great  success  in  all  their 
endeavors;  we  hope  we  can  accept 
their  invitation  someday  to  have  an  an¬ 
nual  meeting  on  their  beautiful  island. 

Thanks  to  Gay  Duncan  who  or¬ 
ganized  the  Bluebird  Symposium  at 
Southern  Pines,  North  Carolina.  The 
program  consisted  mainly  of  discus¬ 
sions  on  winter  feeding  and  predator 
control  by  Jack  Finch,  Bailey,  NC; 


W  5#1  E 


Roger  Foy,  Oriental,  NC;  Chuck  Du¬ 
pree,  Elkridge,  MD;  and  Larry  Zeleny, 
Hyattsville,  MD.  We  were  all  delighted 
to  have  Andre  Dion  of  Quebec,  Canada 
speak  about  his  wonderful  new  book, 
The  Return  of  the  Bluebird,  just  recent¬ 
ly  translated  into  English.  All  copies 
were  quickly  sold  out  which  was  no 
surprise.  Every  bluebirder  should  own 
a  copy  of  this  beautifully  illustrated 
and  wittily  written  story  of  a  bluebird 
chatting  with  other  birds  and  learning 
their  life  histories. 

The  field  trips  were  enjoyed  by 
everyone  as  they  saw  many  bluebirds 
and  other  species.  On  Gay  Duncan’s 
trail  we  all  saw  an  amazing  occur¬ 
rence:  seven  Eastern  Bluebird  eggs  in 
one  box!  Another  first  for  me  was  see¬ 
ing  white  bluebird  eggs. 

Jack  Finch  invited  Andre  Dion  and 
me  to  help  monitor  a  couple  of  his 
many  bluebird  trails.  It  was  pure  joy 
for  Andre  and  me  to  watch  Jack  mon¬ 
itoring  his  boxes  and  keeping  his  ex¬ 
cellent  records  because  we  never  see 
so  many  bluebirds  in  our  own  areas. 
His  Foxfire  Golf  Course  trail  was  near¬ 
ly  100%  successful.  His  snake  guard 
testing  pen  was  most  impressive.  Jack 
is  certainly  a  dedicated  friend  to  the 
bluebird. 

If  ever  I  consider  leaving  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  I’d  consider  relocating  in 
North  Carolina.  I  really  was  intoxicated 
with  bluebirds! 

Speaking  of  meetings,  I  hope  to 
see  all  of  you  at  our  annual  meeting 
on  12,  13  and  14  October  in  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  another  great  state  for 
bluebirds.  ■ 
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|8-2  INDOOR-OUTDOOR  MAT  Live  bluebirds  are  scarce  hereabouts.  So  how  nice  to  have  a  delightful  paii| 
aainted  on  this  rugged  doormat  to  greet  you  coming  and  going.  Soap  and  water  washable.  20"  x  30"  $22. 9£ 

|8-3  BLUEBIRD  HOUSE  You  haven’t  seen  a  bluebird  in  ten  years?  Well,  putting  up  one  of  these  carefully 
(designed  nesting  boxes  may  do  the  trick.  Certainly  worth  a  try.  $1 0.0C 

3-4  CARVED  BLUEBIRD  by  Charles  Bowman.  Fine  carving  from  this  artist  is  expected,  but  we  also  findl 
authentic  coloring  and  brushwork,  making  this  perky  bright-eyed  bluebird  ever  so  appealing.  About  5"  tall  withl 
stand.  $55,001 


MASSACHUSETTS  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  asked  to  see  my 
bluebird  box  design  and  liked  it  so  well  that 
they  are  having  them  manufactured  by  Woodmark 
Products  of  Lowell.  Pictured  above  is  box  in 
their  latest  catalog. 
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The  Bermuda  Bluebird  Society 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 


The  Bermuda  Bluebird  Society 
was  officially  launched  at  Government 
House  in  Hamilton  on  23  February 
1984.  During  the  ceremony  President 
Thomas  D.  Outerbridge  declared  it  to 
be  a  “sister  society”  to  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society.  On  hand  to 
witness  the  event  were  the  following 
NABS  officers:  Larry  Zeleny,  Founder; 
President  Lillian  Files;  Treasurer 
Chuck  Dupree  and  his  wife,  Betty;  and 
Executive  Director  Mary  Janetatos. 

On  the  trip  from  airport  to  lodging 
flowers  were  blooming,  the  harsh  voice 
of  the  Kiskadee  was  heard  everywhere 
and  bluebirds  abounded.  This  is 
because  the  bluebird  conservation 
movement  was  spearheaded  many 
years  ago  by  David  Wingate,  the 
Island’s  chief  conservation  officer.  Mr. 
Wingate  placed  and  monitored  many 
nesting  boxes  on  public  and  private 
sites  scattered  throughout  the  islands. 

He  had  travelled  to  the  Third  An¬ 
nual  Meeting  of  NABS  held  at  Gunston 
Hall,  VA,  to  describe  the  problems  and 
success  of  his  program  (Sialia  3(1):35). 
In  his  talk  that  year  he  described  the 
usual  problems  bluebirds  face  with 
European  Starlings  and  House  Spar¬ 
rows;  however,  in  Bermuda  a  more 
serious  problem  developed.  The 
Kiskadee  Flycatcher,  which  was  im¬ 
ported  to  control  a  certain  species  of 
lizard,  also  preyed  on  the  bluebird. 

Then  a  young  folk-rock  singer, 
Thomas  Outerbridge,  became  in¬ 
terested  in  the  bluebird  conservation 
cause.  When  he  sang  at  various  gather¬ 
ings  in  the  tiny  island  country,  the 
media  publicized  his  appearances.  So 
he  set  about  educating  the  Bermuda 
public  to  the  needs  of  the  bluebird  via 
the  print  and  broadcast  media. 

His  idea  of  selling  nesting  boxes 
for  Christmas  was  a  great  success.  His 
design  is  unique:  The  box  is  triangular, 
a  type  of  A-frame.  It  has  been  dubbed 
the  “Bermuda  triangle’’  by  the 


resourceful  Mr.  Outerbridge.  The  style 
attempts  to  discourage  sparrows  and 
also  requires  a  minimum  amount  of 
lumber.  David  Wingate  had  also 
originated  an  experimental  nesting  box 
which  was  conical  in  shape.  His  hope 
was  that  the  sparrows  would  reject  the 
box  because  they  could  not  perch  on 
top  of  it  due  to  the  cone  shape.  Its  suc¬ 
cess  will  be  watched  and  reported  in 
the  future. 


For  the  benefit  of  the  visitors 
David  Wingate  conducted  tours  of  his 
conservation  areas;  some  of  the  many 
tiny  islets  were  set  aside  as  wildlife 
refuges.  The  group  saw  the  nesting 
Cahows  (Bermuda  Petrel)  and  the 
heronries,  two  unique  conservation 
projects  for  which  Mr.  Wingate  is  justly 
famous. 

NABS  members  had  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Tommy  Outerbridge  at 
the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  when  he  had 
presented  his  program  on  video 
cassette,  “Happiness  is  a  Bluebird  in 
Your  Garden.”  It  was  as  completely  dif¬ 
ferent  as  any  bluebird  story.  The  au¬ 
dience  had  been  captivated  by  the 
original  song  composed  by  Tommy 
Outerbridge,  “Mr.  Bluebird  Blue.” 


In  the  late  afternoon  of  23  Febru¬ 
ary,  the  festivities  culminated  in  the 
ceremonial  erection  of  a  bluebird 
nesting  box  on  the  spacious  lawn  of 
Government  House.  Lady  Dunrossil, 
wife  of  the  Queen’s  representative  on 
Bermuda  assisted  Tommy  Outerbridge 
in  the  placement  of  the  box.  The  invited 
guests  looked  on  when  suddenly  a 
most  welcome  sight  and  sound  start¬ 
led  everyone.  There,  in  the  nearby 
trees,  was  a  pair  of  bluebirds,  the  male 
singing  sweetly  and  the  female  flitting 
about  as  they  seemed  to  watch  the  pro¬ 
ceedings! 
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THE  INAUGURAL  MEETING  OF  THE  BERMUDA  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 

GOVERNMENT  HOUSE\ 

13Ad  FEBRUARY ,  1984,  at  5:30  p.m 


5:30 

Cz.AZ.mo ntaZ  InAtaZZatton  ci& 

BZuz.bZAd  Nz.At-box. 

6:00 

OJz.ZcomZng  AddAZ.AA 

I ntAoductoAy  Rz.maAkA 
"BZuz.  FutuAZ.  BZuz.An 
GAZ.z.tZngA  fiAom  N.A.B.S. 

Lady  DuhaoaaZZ 

Da. .  DavZd  UZngatz. 

TkomaA  D.  Outz.AbA.ldgp. 

MaAy  J anttatoA 

6:30 

Tf ie  BZuz.bZAd:  God' A  GZ^t 
fiAom  Hz.avz.n 

Da.  Lau)AZ.nc.z.  Zz.Zz.ny 

7:00 

Rz.£az.a  in.mz.ntA 

7:15 

"HappZmAA  Za  a  BZuebZAd" 

Tkz.  LocaZ  Vtdz.o  Do  aumzntaAy 

8:00 

Mz.z.tZng  AdjouA.nA. 

Bluebirds 
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JOINING  the  ranks  of  people  interested  in  preserving 
the  bluebird  is  the  Governor’s  wife,  Viscountess 
Dunrossil,  and  it  is  at  her  suggestion  that  the  in¬ 
augural  meeting  of  the  Bermuda  Bluebird  Society  is 
taking  place  at  Government  House  next  Thursday. 

Her  welcoming  address  will  be  proceded  at  5.30  p.m.  by  the 
installation  of  nesting  boxes  in  the  garden.  Other  speakers 
will  be  Thomas  D.  Outerbridge,  president  Dr.  David 
Wingate,  vice  president,  and  Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny,  the  80- 
year-old  founder  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society. 

Following  refreshments  the  video  documentary 
|  piness  is  a  Bluebird”  will  be  shown.  Those  attending  will  pay 
a  registration  fee  of  $5. 


BERMUDA,  FRIDAY.  FEBRUARY  24,  1984 
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ANYBODY  HOME?  Lady  Dunrossil  takes  a  peek  inside  the  ne\ 
bluebird  box  after  yesterday’s  ceremony  at  Government  House 
Looking  on  is  Mr.  Tom  Outerbridge,  left,  and  Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny 
centre. 

Bluebird  eyes  top  perch 


Rain  threatened,  and  the  elegantly 
dressed  guests  struggled  to  keep  their  hair 
on  in  the  buffeting  wind  —  but  the  incle¬ 
ment  weather  did  not  deter  local  bluebird 
fanciers  from  their  task. 

At  shortly  after  five  yesterday  afternoon, 
a  coolly  unruffled  Lady  Dunrossil  gamely 
assisted  Bermuda  Bluebird  Society  presi¬ 
dent  Mr.  Tom  Outerbridge  as  he  drove  a 
new  bluebird  box  into  the  soggy  soil. 

The  attractive,  streamlined  bluebird 
house,  with  its  triangular,  powder  blue 
“nesting”  compartment  perched  atop  a 
length  of  PVC  pipe,  was  custom-built  by 


Mr.  Outerbridge. 

Almost  as  if  on  cue,  a  vocal  bluebird, 
anxious  to  get  in  out  of  the  weather,  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  branches  of  a  nearby  tree,  to 
the  delight  of  the  assembled  guests. 

In  addition  to  members  of  the  local 
Society,  officials  from  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  —  including  79-year-old 
founder  Dr.  Lawrence  Zelany  —  also  at¬ 
tended  the  small  ceremony. 

Dr.  Zelany  said  he  had  been  amazed  at 
the  local  response  to  the  plight  of  the  blue¬ 
birds.  “It  was  far  beyond  any  expectation  I 
had.” 


HAMILTON,  BERMUDA,  OCTOBER  7,  1 9 83 


BLUEBIRD  lover  T  9  m  m  y 
Outerbridge  took  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society’s  annual 
conference  in  New  .York  by  storm 
last  week  with  a  special  Bermuda 
bluebird  documentary  and  a  new 
bluebird  box  design.  .>  v-.VV: 

.The  documentary,  made  here  by  Con- 
servatipn  Officer  .David  Wingate, 
cameraman  Reimar  Fiedler  and  Mr. 
Outerbridge,'  was  an  instant  success 
with  the  100  delegates  from  Canada  and 
United  States.  They  immediately  bought 
out  the  cassettes  of  the  film’s  theme 
song,  Mr  Blubird  Blue,  composed  by  Mr. 
Outerbridge.  .  :  . ' 


“I  had  been  looking  for  the  founder  of  K  IBM  d 

the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  B 

Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny,  among  all  the  de-'  §SL  y 

legates,”  Mr.  Outerbridge  said.  “He  ’  li'\ 

wrote  the  bluebirder’s  bible,  The  Blue-  |  rHS»  01  M  l 

bird,  which  is  sub-titled,  How  You  Can  ; ’  WKUKm  £  1 
Help  Its  Fight  For  Survival .  BEa' 

“It  was  a  great  moment  for  me  when  HHBl  •  fc;' )  f 

this  wonderful  old  gentleman  came  up  to  It-;  MieR 

me  and  shook  my  hand,”  he  said.  -  P  §fp! ©^.”1 

‘‘I  think  my  triangular  design  bluebird  '  I-  illlll  ISfi? \ 

box  is  going  to  revolutionise  North  .%  §  Vvvi  - 

American  box  design,”  he  said. ‘‘I  call  it  f-  ‘ 

the  Bermuda  Triangle  Box.” 

The  bluebird  documentary  is  to  be.  •  liiH 
aired  on  ZBM-TV  in  the  near  future.  Tommy  Outerbridge  with  Dr.  Zelen 


Bluebirds  film  weaves  a 

•  .  %  »  *  v  •  ’  ;  ’  v  ■ 

poignant  tale  of  survival 


The  world’s  first 
documentary  television  pro¬ 
gramme  dedicated  solely  to 
the  North  American  blue¬ 
bird  and  filmed  locally  will 
be  aired  on  ZBM  television 
tonight  (8  p.m.)  * 

Produced  jointly Jby  singer 
and  bluebird  enthusiast  Mr. 
Tom  Outerbridge  and  West 
German  camermah  Mr.,  Re¬ 
imar  Fiedler,  the  45-minute 
film  features  remarkable 
footage  of  bluebirds  in  Ber¬ 
muda. 

The  documentary  is  nar¬ 
rated  by  Mr.  Outerbridge 
and  Government  Conserva¬ 
tion  Officer  Mr.  David 
Wingate.  It  depicts  the 
plight  of  the  bluebird  in  Ber¬ 
muda,  which  arrived  from 
North  America  long  before 
man. 

The  programme  was 
pieced  together  locally  by 


Happiness  is 


a  qua 


ho m e- made  docum enta ry ! 


Bermudians  last  night  got 
a  first-hand  look  at  what  lo¬ 
cal  television  is  all  about,  or 
at  least  could  be  if  the  two 
local  television  stations  ever 
amount  to  something. 

That  glimpse  came  in  the 
form  of  the  45-minute 
documentary  Happiness  is  a 
Bluebird,  produced  jointly 
by  folk  singer  Mr.  Tom 
Outerbridge  and  West  Ger¬ 
man  camerman  Mr.  Reimar 
Fiedler.  It  was  edited  by 
Bermudian  Mr.  Mike 
Smith. 

The  programme  depicts 
the  plight  of  the  tiny  East¬ 
ern  Bluebird  (Sialia  Sialas) 
which  arrived  from  North 
America  long  before  man 
came  to  the  Island.  For  cen¬ 
turies  it  lived  happily  in 
Bermuda,  sharing  a  rugged 
and  wild  landscape  with  the 
few  other  animals  in¬ 
digenous  to  the  Island. 

Then  came  a  series  of 
events  that  threatened  the 
tiny  bird  with  extinction. 

The  bluebird  first 
survived  the  introduction  of 
the  destructive  but  tiny 
sparrow  in  1890;  then  the 
blight  in  the  1940’s  which 
destroyed  most  of  the  Ber¬ 
muda  cfedar  trees’  the  blue¬ 
bird’s  natural  nesting 
ground;  the  arrival  of  other 
competing  species  of  birds 
including  the  starling  and 
kiskadee;  and  .finally  the 
devastation  being  wrecked 
by  man  himself. 

/Today,  the  bluebird  is 
fighting  for  its  survival  in  a 
land  that  'is  already  ac¬ 
commodating  mqre  liviqg  be¬ 
ings  than  it  could  possibly 
sustain.  Yet,  through  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  men  like  Mr. 
Quterbridge,  president  of 
the  fledgling  Bermuda  Blue¬ 


bird  Society,  the  bluebird  is 
putting  up  a  good  fight. 

Happiness  is  a  Bluebird 
opens  with  a  dramatic  pan 
of  the  Island’s  South  Shore, 
beautifully  bathed  in  sum¬ 
mer  light.  It  moves  quickly 
to  shots  of  individual  blue¬ 
birds  and  a  bluebird  box  — 
framed  by  the  rubble  of  ex¬ 
cavation  work,  and  concrete. 

The  juxtaposition  is  effec¬ 
tive,  and  says  more  than 
words  could  possibly  de¬ 
scribe. 

Sparrows  compete  with 
the  bluebird  for  nesting 
areas,  and  evict  bluebirds 
from  boxes  especially  de¬ 
signed  for  them.  The  evic¬ 
tion  is  not  voluntary, '  and 
the  programme  amply  il¬ 
lustrates  examples  where 
sparrows  have  pecked  out 
the  brains  of  bluebirds 
before  tossing  them  out  from 
their  nests. 

Jin  one  bluebird  box,  the 
mother  proved  too  large  to 
heave-ho,  and  so  the  spar¬ 
rows  have  nested  on  top  of 
her.  ••  ; 

r  The  Commentary  is .  sup¬ 
plemented  effectively  by  the 
singing  of  Mr.  Outerbridge, 
with  the  back-up  work  of  the 
SaltuS1  Junior  School  Choir. 
The  theme  music  is  a  song 
called  Mr.  Bluebird  Blue, 
and  was  written  for  the  pro- 
gramme  by  Mr. 

.Outerbridge. 

The  cause  of  the  bluebird 
is  taken  up  by  Mr. 
Outerbridge  and  scores  of 
homeowners  who  buy  and 
erect  their  bluebird  boxes. 
Mr.  Outerbridge  is  seen  vist- 
'ing  boxes  with  nesting  blue 
birds,  and  the  camera  re¬ 
cords  their  development. 

’  One  Sunday,  during  film¬ 
ing  an  emergency  call, 


brings  a  bleary-eyed  Mr. 
Outerbridge  out  to  rescue  a 
nest  of  four  tiny  bluebirds 
whose  mother  has  disap¬ 
peared.  It  is  a  fortuitous 
emergency,  for  the  camera 
subsequently  records  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  Mr.  Outerbridge, 
Mr.  Wingate  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  to  rear  the  blue¬ 
birds  and  then  release  them. 

The  birds  are  at  first 
force-fed,  and  then  nurtured 
until  they  have  grown  large 
and  strong  enough  to  enter 
the  real  world.  One  of  the 
four,  nicknamed  Bluey, 
steals  the  show  and  is  the 
first  to  be  let  go. 

Bluey  is  lured  out  of  the 
small  cage  he  has  lived  in  at 
the  Harbour  Road,  Warwick 
home  of  Mr.  Wingate.  He  is 
quickly  retrieved  when  he 
seems  poised  to  jump  ‘  to 
almost  certain  death  from  a 
wall  onto  a  busy  Harbour 
Road. 

Instead,  Bluey  is  released 
in  the  safe  confines  of 
Nonsuch  Island  in  the  East 
End.  At  first  he  is  reluctant 
to  leave  Mr.  Outerbridge’s 
outstretched  arpi,  but 
eventually  wings  his  way  to 
freedoom.- 

On  its  most  literal  level, 
Happiness  is  a  Bluebird  is  a 
poignant  portrayal  of  the 
plight  of  the  bluebird.  But  it 
goes  beyond  that.  The  pro¬ 
gramme  also  dramatically 
depicts  Bermuda  as  a  land 
v  under  seige.  It  does  not  do 
this  by  citing  alarming  fig¬ 


ures,  statistics,  and  heavy- 
'  handed  camerawork  showing 
the  onslaught  of  concrete. 

Instead,  in  a  very  unclut¬ 
tered  and  poetic  way  it  ac¬ 
complished  much  more  by 
showing  how  even  the  little 
bluebird  has  not  escaped  the 
Colonisation  and  subsequent  | 
desecration""  of  Bermuda. 
The  bluebird’s  plight  sym- 
,bolises  the  dilemma  that 
faces  the  entire  Island. 

.  t  •  » 

Both  Mr.  Outerbridge  and 
Mr.  Fiedler  deserve  to  be  ap¬ 
plauded  for  their  efforts, 
crystallised  into  the  45- 
minute  programme.,  through 
the  services  of  Panatel  Video 
Documentary  Services  Ltd. 
But  it’s  unlikely  Bermuda 
will  benefit  from  such 
services  again  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture.  For  had  both  men  and 
the  video  company  charged 
for  the  500  man  hours  put 
into  production  of  the  pro¬ 
gramme  the  final  bill  would 
have  come  to  somewhere 
near  $15,000. 

^  h  *  \ ^ 

Perhaps,  last  night’s 

documentary  will  convince 
advertisers  that  such  pro-, 
jects  are  deserving  of  spon-, 
sorship.  Let’s  just  hope  tha^ 
some  of  the  cosmetic; 
changes  that  have  taken 
place  recently  in  local  tele¬ 
vision  go  beyond  just  that, 
and  will  bring  change  to  the 
actual  quality  of  program-j 
ming  which  is  currently  so 
la, eking.  —  Kevin 
Stevenson. 
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Dead  trees  off  Rte.  3  near  Massachusetts-New  Hampshire  line  are  dotted  with  great  blue  heron  nests,  globe  photo  by  ted  duily| 

Herons,  habitat  and  the  wildlife  checkoff 


By  Charles  A.  Radin 
Globe  Staff  ^ 

DUNSTABLE  -  Deacf  red  pines  jut  like 
spikes  from  a  silent,  frozen  marsh.  In 
their  starkly  white,  barkless  upper 
branches  are  huge  nests  of  sticks,  signals 
to  even  the  uneducated  wanderer  in  the 
woods  that  something  big  and  wild  lives 
here. 

In  such  forbidding  aeries,  th»,  great 
blue  heron  rear  their  young.  Tf»is  site, 
near  the  New  Hampshire  border,  contains 

Here  they  began  to  fell  poplars  I 
for  food,  and  other  comparatively! 
small  trees  to  build  their  dams. 

As  the  waters  backed  up,  the 
larger  trees  died.  Most  fell  over,  but 
the  towering  red  pines  remained 
standing,  creating  the  habitat  of 
the  great  blue  heron  -  high,  isolat¬ 
ed.  with  ready  access  to  marsh¬ 
land. 

That  might  be  the  end  of  the| 
story,  were  it  not  for  the  burgeon¬ 
ing  demand  for  house  sites  in  the| 
area,  which  offers  the  well-to-dol 
commuters  of  Boston  and  the  Rte. 

1 28  industrial  complexes  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  country  living. 

Now,  day-glow  orange  stream¬ 
ers  dot  the  woods  a  short  distance 
from  the  rookery,  marking  the 
property  lines  of  a  planned  subdivi¬ 
sion.  When  there  is  no  wind,  the 
saws  and  drills  of  already  started 
construction  a  little  farther  away 
can  be  heard. 

There  are  about  a  thousand 
acres  of  undeveloped  marsh  and 
woods  here,  according  to  Alan 
Chaney,  a  member  of  the  Dunsta¬ 
ble  Planning  Board  and  Conserva¬ 
tion  Committee.  Chaney  says  only 
85  acres,  donated  by  a  conserva¬ 
tion-minded  town  resident,  are  pro¬ 
tected.  About  200  acres  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  beaver  flowage 
already  have  been  approved  for 
subdivision  by  Tyngs borough  au¬ 
thorities.  The  fate  of  the  remaining 
700  acres  is  undetermined. 


25  nests  and  is  the  second  largest  rookery 
of  great  blues  in  Massachusetts. 

'The  birds,  4  feet  tall  and  with  wing¬ 
spans  equal  to  those  of  eagles,  have  not 
always  nested  here.  This  colony  was  made, 
possible  by  a  cycle  of  nature,  promoted  by 
humans,  which  began  50  years  ago.  It 
may  end,  also  because  of  human  activity, 
sometime  in  the  next  few  years. 

Or  the  marsh  may  yet  be  preserved  by 
citizens  who,  for  the  first^bme  this  year, 
have  a  chance  to  donate  po^j:  of  their  state 
income-tax  refund  to  the  conservation  of 

That  is  where  area  residents, 

I  some  of  whom  are  challenging  the 
subdivision  in  court,  hope  the  state 
Department  of  Fisheries,  Wildlife 
and  Recreational  Vehicles  will 
[  come  in. 

Under  legislation  passed  last 


summer,  Massachusetts  residents  I 
I  receiving  income-tax  refunds  this 
|  year  may  donate  money  for  the 
I  conservation  of  nongame  wildlife 
by  using  Line  36B  on  their  tax  re¬ 
turns  -  line  28  on  the  simplified! 
I  form. 

The  tax-form  checkoff  is  geared! 

| to  persons  expecting  refunds, 
which  Fish  and  Wildlife  Comr. 

I  Walter  E.  Bickford  says  are  about) 
90  percent  of  the  taxpaying  public. 
Citizens  who  are  not  receiving  a  re-| 
fund  may  donate  by  mailing  a| 

|  check  to  “Nongame  Wildlife  Fund, 
100  Cambridge  st.,  Boston  02202.  ”[ 

I  Either  type  of  donation  is  deduct- 
|  ible  on  the  federal  income-tax  form. 

Fish  and  wildlife  officials  stress| 

I  that  the  Dunstable  site  is  a  good  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  type  of  land  that  will  f 
be  considered  for  preservation  de¬ 
pending  on  citizen  response  to  thel 
tax  checkoff.  A  preliminary  list  ofj 
candidates  for  purchase  has  beenf 
drawn  up  but  will  be  kept  secret  to| 
avoid  inflating  land  prices,  Bick¬ 
ford  said. 

|  $300,000  fund  projected 

The  commissioner  estimates! 
[that  $300,000  may  be  garnered  for| 

1  the  nongame  fund,  based  on  first- 


nongame  species  of  wildlife.  Any  amount 
from  $1  to  the  total  of  the  refund  may 
donated,  and  the  money  may  not  be 
to  promote  or  protect  sport  species. 

The  cycle  in  the  Dunstable  marsh  hac 
its  start  in  Berkshire  County  in  the  earl] 
1930’s  when  beaver,  which  had  been 
stamped  out  in  Massachusetts,  were  rein¬ 
troduced.  Some  of  their  descendants  mi¬ 
grated  eastward  and  eventually  reached 
Black  Brook  on  the^Dunstable-Tyngsbor- 
ough  line. 

HI 

I  year  experiences  of  other  statesl 
with  the  checkoff,  also  on  Maine’s} 
tax  forms  for  the  first  time  this  I 
|  year. 

Of  this  projected  sum  andl 
I  $120,000  budgeted  for  nongame  | 
conservation  from  the  General 
Fund,  Bickford  said,  $110,000 
would  be  spent  to  complete  an  in¬ 
ventory  of  endangered  and  rare) 
animals  and  plants  in  the  state; 
$82,000  would  pay  the  salaries  of  | 
Jthe  nongame  program  staff; 
|$  103,000  would  go  for  land  acquisi- 1 
Jtion,  and  the  balance  would  be  I 
Ispent  on  programs  to  protect  and 
[promote  wildlife  such  as  bald  ea¬ 
gles  at  Quabbin  Reservoir  and  Ply¬ 
mouth’s  red-bellied  turtles. 

‘The  nongame  species  have! 

I  been  protected  from  hunting  for| 
decades,’’  noted  Bradford  Blodget,[ 
the  state  ornithologist,  whol 
showed  two  visitors  the  Dunstable! 
rookery  recently.  “But  little  has| 
been  done  until  now  to  preservf 
their  habitat,  and  habitat  is  the| 

| bottom  line.” 

Working  with  nongame  speck 
I  is  a  relatively  new  activity  for  tht 
department,  which  in  the  past  has| 
dealt  almost  exclusively  with  sj 
[cies  that  people  hunt  or  fish.  Untill 
now,  most  of  the  agency’s  funding! 
has  come  from  license  fees  and  tax-| 
|es  on  sportsmen. 

“Now  the  people  who  don’t  hunt  | 

|  or  fish  have  a  chance  to  contrib-1 
ute,”  Blodget  said. 
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Blue  Heron  a  well - 
Dunstable  secret 


By  DUNCAN  SORLI 
Sun  Staff 

DUNSTABLE  -  It  was  earlj 
morning,  the  mist  still  hanging 
heavily  over  the  cold  black  wa¬ 
ter.  As  the  canoe  swept  ’round| 
the  bend,  its  occupants  were  star¬ 
tled  by  the  rare  spectacle  of  a| 
Great  Blue  Heron  taking  flight. 

The  brothers  had  come  upon| 
herons  on  several  isolated  occa¬ 
sions,  yet  the  scenario  always 
seemed  the  same.  The  gurgle  of 
the  paddle,  the  early  morning 
grey,  and  the  bend  in  the  river  all 
seem  prerequisites  to  viewing 
herons. 

The  “great  blue”  is  rarely  seei 
except  from  behind  -  its  huge 
wings  audibly  pumping,  moving 
vast  amounts  of  air  as  it  skims 
over  the  water  and  escapes  into 
the  sanctity  of  the  nearby  woods. 
This  rearward  perspective  is 
probably  evidence  of  the  heron’s 
inherent  shyness.  Because  of  its 
timid  nature,  the  “blue”  is  parti¬ 
cular  non-tolerant  of  human  de¬ 
velopment.  It  seeks  out  secluded 
areas  which  afford  access  to  wet¬ 
lands  and  the  accompanying  fish 
populations. 

A  wetlands  area  in  Dunstable, 
near  the  Tyngsboro  border, 
seems  to  suit  about  30  heron 
families  just  fine.  Drowned 
lodge-pole  trees  and  an  ample 
supply  of  forage  fish  combine  to 
create  the  ideal  environment  for 
the  great  blue  heron. 

The  exact  location  of  the  areal 
is  a  well-kept  secret  and  will  re¬ 
main  so  in  this  story.  Dunstable 
residents  are  very  tight-lipped 
when  discussing  this  rookery  be¬ 
cause  of  the  great  harm  that 
could  be  introduced  by  vandals 
or  even  careless  hikers. 

Bradford  Blodgett,  assistant 
director  for  non-game  and  en¬ 
dangered  species  in  the  state  Di¬ 
vision  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife, 
noted  that  the  great  blue  heron  is 
very  sensitive  to  any  kind  of  dis¬ 
turbance.  For  this  reason,  said 
Blodgett,  the  state  also  declines 
from  revealing  rookery  loca¬ 
tions. 

Yet  despite  all  precautions 
and  secrecy,  a  proposed  200-acre 
development  could  be  built  with¬ 
in  a  stone’s  throw  of  the  heron 
rookery. 

The  heron  colony  in  Dunstable 
Us  one  of  the  largest  in  the  state, 


according  to  Blodgett,  and  is  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  the  state’s  most 
uncommon  natural  resources.! 
Blodgett  said  division  staffersl 
have  visited  the  rookery  onl 
several  occasions  to  compile| 
data  with  which  to  make  recom¬ 
mendations  on  building  in  the| 
area. 

“We’re  concerned  about  thel 
|  development,”  Blodgett  said.  “It| 

,  could  be  damaging.”  The  wide] 
thp  buffer  between  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  the  colony,  the  better, | 

I  he  stresseej. 

There  is  presently  no  way  ol 
measuring  what  could  injure  thel 
bird  population,  but  Blodgett 
guessed  that  any  development 
[visible  to  the  rookery  may  be| 

harmful. _ 

The  eventual  fate  of  the  rook- 
I  ery  now  seems  dependent  on  in- 1 
terpretation  of  state  law  and 
appropriation  of  state  funds. 

Bay  State  residents  who  get  tax 
refunds  this  year  may  donate 
money  for  conservation  of  non- 
Igame  wildlife  by  using  Line  36B 
on  their  tax  returns  or  line  28  on 
[the  simplified  form.  Those  who 
laren’t  receiving  refunds  may 
Idonate  to  the  Non-game  Wildlife 
(Fund.  Both  types  of  donation  are  I 
[deductible  on  federal  income  tax| 
I  forms. 

The  Dunstable  marshland,! 
(according  tb  Blodgett,  is  a  good  I 
I  example  of  the  type  of  land  that| 
will  be  considered  for  preserva¬ 
tion.  Depending  on  citizen  re-| 
[sponse  to  a  the  new  program, 
[Massachusetts,  could  raise  as 
[much  as  $300,000  for  the  fund  this 
|year. 

Although  the  Dunstable 
Imarshland  is  of  the  “type”  that'  | 
Iwill  be  considered  for  preserva¬ 
tion,  Blodgett  acknowledged  that 
[the  state  has  no  imminent  plans 
|to  acquire  it. 

Legally,  the  fisheries  and  wild- 
[life  division  and  the  herons  are 
I  caught  together  in  a  “nasty  bind,” 

|  said  Blodgett. 

“In  the  wildlife  business  we 
|can  protect  the  wildlife  but  not 
[the  land,”  explained  Blodgett. 

|  “We  can’t  tell  landowners  what 
they  can  or  can’t  do  with  their 

|  property.”  . 

Existing  wetlands  legislation 

[protects  the  land  itself  from 
flooding,  cutting  and  drainage 
[problems,  Blodgett  noted.  There 
I  are  no  allowances  in  the  law  for| 
wildlife  preservation. 


Alan  Chaney,  a  town  conserva¬ 
tion  committee  member,  noted] 
that  the  pending  development] 
could  come  within  100  feet  of  the ' 
|  rookery  boundaries. 

‘Our  concerns  are  that  a  big 
[development  could  gum  up  the 
surrounding  water  supplies. 
Also,  the  great  blue  heron  is  not  a 
bird  that  likes  to  have  a  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  around  him,”  said  Chaney. 

On  the  new  tax  item,  Chaney 

|  said  the  town  would  “love  it”  it | 

the  state  were  to  fund  the  purch¬ 
ase  of  the  remaining  town  wet¬ 
lands. 


Great  Blue  Heron  scouts  for  a  nest 


BIRD  TALK 

By  William  Harris 


Mark  Wilson 
Leaves  For  New 
Apprenticeship 

TGBO-The 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
said  farewell  and  godspeed 
to  local  naturalist  and 
photographer  Mark  Wilson 
at  the  March  meeting. 
Wilson  has  accepted,  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  with  world 
renowned  nature 

photographer  Leonard  Lee 
Rue  III,  and  will  move  to 
New  Jersey.  Rue  has 
devoted  his  life  to  writing, 
lecturing  and 

photographing  wildlife  and 
is  the  world’s  most  publish¬ 
ed  nature  photographer. 
The  18  books  he  has 
authored  are  owned  by  2 
million  readers.  His  work 
has  also  been  included  in 
many  prestigious  national 
magazines  as  well  as  tex¬ 
tbooks,  encyclopedias,  state 
conservation  magazines  and 
many  other  world-wide 
publications.  In  addition  to 
speaking  before  organiza¬ 
tions,  Rue  also  conducts 
field  trips.  He  has  received 
numerous  awards  for  his 
work. 

Bird  club  members  can  at¬ 
test  to  Mark  Wilson’s 
wonderful  talent  and 
perception  in  nature 
photography.  He  has  given 
enjoyable  programs  for  the 
club,  in  addition  to  pro¬ 
viding  bits  of  interesting  in¬ 
formation  during  meetings. 
Mark  has  already  been 
published  in  national 
magazines,  and  local  and 
Boston  newspapers.  He  has 
accumulated  several  awards 
to  his  credits. 

The  Tylngsborough  Bird 
Society  wish  him  well  as  he 
embarks  on  this  new  chapter 
in  his  life.  The  club 
presented  him  with  a  gift  of 
the  new  National 
Geographic  Bird  Guide,  hot 
off  the  presses.  An  air  of 
festivity  was  added  to  the 
refreshment  table  by  a  cake 
beautifully  decorated  with  a 
pond  and  flying  mallard 
duck.  Mark  will  return  to 
present  an  occasional  pro¬ 
gram,  and  he  plans  to  con¬ 
tinue  studies  of  the  local 
great  blue  heron  rookery. 
March  Program 


The  program  for  the 
March  meeting  was  given  by 
club  member  Helen 
Balzarini  about  her  ex¬ 
periences  amethlyst  mining 
in  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario, 
Canada  at  the  shores  of 
Lake  Superior.  “Practically 
anyone  can  go  up  to 
Thunder  Bay  and  find 
amethyst,”  was  the  en¬ 
couraging  word  from  Mrs. 
Balzarini.  A  thirty  mile  slash 
across  Canada  exists  with 
open  amethyst  mines.  The 
mines  are  privately  owned. 
For  the  mineral  rights,  the 
owners  must  work  them  on  a 
certain  timetable.  The 
rockhound  pays  by  the 
pound  for  the  crystal  turned 
purple  by  manganese.  Many 
of  the  mining  locations  are 
mere  pockets  of  crystal  in 
the  ground  or  amethyst  pro¬ 
truding  from  ledges. 

At  one  such  location,  the 
owner  placed  dynamite 
charges  in  the  ground  to 
open  up  amethyst  pockets 
for  rockhounds.  This 
caretaker  took  Mrs., 
Balzarini  on  a  long  trek  into 
the  woods  to  show  her  his 
secret  cave  which  happened 
to  be  the  largest  amethyst 
cave  in  the  world,  Mrs. 
Balzarini  said.  The  cave  had 
a  2.5  by  3  foot  entrance,  but 
inside  was  a  room  with  single 
crystals  as  big  as  14  inches 
across  at  their  base.  This 
cave  was  such  an  incredible 
find*  the  owner’s  wife 
wasn’t  privy  to  its  location. 
Sadly,  a  year  later  vandals 
discovered  it  and  broke  all 
the  crystals. 

Tools  for  amethyst  min¬ 
ing  vary  from  a  pry  bar  and  4 
lb.  hammer  to  a  dental  kit 
and  broom.  Goggles,  gloves 
and  rock  bags  are  also 
necessary  equipment.  Mrs. 
Balzarini  displayed  some  of 
the  beautiful  specimens  she 
has  found,  and  some  jewelry 
she  has  created. 

“Mines  are  opening  up  all 
the  time,”  she  added  sup- 
portively,  “It’s  just  a  matter 
of  luck.” 

Other  gems  can  also  be 
mined  by  the  individual.  In 
North  Carolina  there  are 
mines  open  to  the  public  for 
rubies,  sapphires,  and 
emeralds.  In  Arkansas, 
diamonds  < 


March!!!  People  are  like- 1 
ly  to  say,  “I  never  saw 
weather  like  it!”  But  I’m 
afraid  our  memories  are 
short.  Record  books  show  it  | 

I  has  always  been  a  very  un¬ 
predictable  month,  down 
thru  the  centuries.  Snow 
usually  falls  several  times  in 
March,  but  it  seldom  lasts 
long;  melting  and  settling 
fast  in  the  warming  sun. 
Not  so  this  last  storm.  A 
combination  of  factors 
caused  the  snow  to  solidify, 
and  only  warm  rains  or 
warm  days  will  melt  this 
“frozen  pudding.” 

Only  “Charlie”  has  serv- 
led  to  brighten  these  bleak 
sunless  days  of  the  past 
week.  Three  times  this  mor¬ 
ning  he  returned  to  our  kit¬ 
chen  window  looking  for 
selected  tidbits.  Eating  from 
(your  hand  he  searches  for 

‘only  the  best”  now!  If  he  I 
I  can’t  find  what  he  likes  in 
your  hand,  a  quick  flick  of! 
his  bill  and  we  have  mixed  f 
seeds  all  over  the  floor!  If  I 
place  several  hulled 
sunflower  seeds  between  my 
lips  he  will  gently  take  one 
at  a  time!  But  he  dearly 
loves  a  bread  crumb,  dry  or 
fresh.  Size  is  no  deterrent!  I 
think  he’d  rather  have  a  full 
slice!  The  other  day  while 
the  wily  character  was 
eating  out  of  the  wife’s 
hand;  I  went  over  to  the 
other  end  of  the  room  with 
a  hunk  of  hard  bread  in  my 
I  hand.  Quick  as  a  wink  he  I 
I  flew  across  the  room  and  I 
grabbed  the  crusty  bread  I 
land  out  the  window  hel 
I  flew!  Didn’t  see  him  again| 

| that  day! 

While  on  a  “birding”  trip  I 
I  to  Plum  Island  last  Satur¬ 
day  we  observed  a  strange  | 

I  activity  between  two  blue- 
ljays.  While  one  sat  quietly  | 
by,  the  other  jay  was  pick¬ 
ing  away  at  an  old  bird’s  I 
nest  of  last  year.  It  wasn’t 
an  old  blue  jay  nest  either.  I 
thought  at  first  the  bird  was 
looking  for  insects  or  old 
egg  cells  of  bugs.  But  it 
became  apparent  he  was 
pulling  sticks  out  of  the  nest 
very  selectively.  All  of  us 
there  concluded  it  surely 
looked  liked  the  early  begin¬ 
nings  of  selection  of  mates 
and  nesting  sites.  As  we 


know  from  observations  of 
naturalists,  approval  of 
even  nesting  material  has  to 
be  made  by  the  other  part¬ 
ner!  Eagles  are  well  known 
now  for  this  behavior.  The 
female  will  throw  “over¬ 
board”  any  branch  or  twig 
that  doesn’t  meet  with  her 
approval! 

Crows  were  observed  this 
past  week  on  Billerica  Road 
lugging  twigs  for  their  nests. 
Mourning  Doves  have 
already  selected  their 
nesting  sites. 

March  17ths* 

Newburyport-Salisbury  trip 
yielded  numerous  horned 
larks  and  finally  we  spotted 
in  with  them  the  beautiful 
Lapland  Longspurs.  We 
couldn’t  find  the  Snow 
Buntings  on  this  trip  either. 
They  may  have  already 
departed  for  the  wilds  of 
Canada. 

An  extra  high  tide  coupl¬ 
ed  with  a  storm  at  sea,  com¬ 
pletely  flooded  the  marshes 
of  Salisbury  and  the  jetties 
were  covered  almost  com¬ 
pletely  with  roaring  waves 
of  water.  Sea  ducks  were 
scarce.  Only  a  few  scanp, 
loons,  mergansers  and  great 
cormorants  were  seen.  A 
few  common  goldeneye 
were  present  and  some 
sharp  eyes  in  the  group 
picked  out  a  rare  barrows 
goldeneye. 

Bird  Society' 

Meeting  Apr.  18 
On  Osprey  Life 

TGBO-“ Osprey  Program  at 
Westport”  is  the  title  of  Gil 
Fernandez’s  program  for 
the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
on  April  18  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
the  Littlefield  Library  in 
Tyngsboro. 

Gil  Fernandez  of  South 
Dartmouth  has  worked  with 
ospreys  for  21  years.  When 
DDT  was  endangering  these 
birds,  Mass.  Audubon 
Society  asked  Fernandez  to 
take  a  census  of  the  ospreys. 
Since  then  he  has  worked 
diligently  towards 
rehabilitation  of  this 
species,  and  succeeded  in  af¬ 
fecting  a  comeback  in 
Westport.  In  1970  he  receiv¬ 
ed  an  award  for  Excellence 
in  Conservation  from  Mass. 
Audubon.  He  tells  about  his 
Westport  Osprey  Story 
through  wonderful  slides  of 
beautiful  Westport. 

Members  of  the  public 
who  are  interested  in  nature 
and  birds  are  encouraged  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society. 
Free  admission. 

Refreshments  are  served 
following  the  program. 
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30  March,  1984 


Lillian  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro ,  Massachusetts 
01879 


Dear  Ms  Files , 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  most  complimentary  letter;  I 
have  it  framed  on  my  office  wall. 

I  study  and  observe  blue  birds  at  my  Izaak  Walton  League 
Conservation  Farm  in  Poolesville,  Maryland,  where  I  am  chapter 
second  vice  president  and  chairman  of  the  wildlife  management 
committee.  We’ve  established  a  blue  bird  trail  of  25  nest  boxes. 
Each  year  we  have  12  -  15  successful  nests  fledge.  I  try  to  keep 
the  boxes  protected  with  guards  and  moth  balls,  but  have  trouble 
with  downy  woodpeckers  enlarging  the  entry  holes.  I  also  have 
nest  boxes  in  the  appropriate  locations  and  habitats  for  tree 
swallows,  chickadees,  and  tufted  titmouse.  Next  year  I  hope  to 
place  boxes  for  nuthatches. 

Again,  thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter.  It  really  ment 
a  great  deal. 


rH  •  -1  «  T 


Millard  H.  Sharp 


BLUEBIRDERS 


To  the  editor: 


I  wish  to  compliment  Animals  for  the  very 
good  bluebird  article  by  Millard  Sharp  in  the  April 
1984  issue.  Readers  who  are  interested  in  blue¬ 
birds  may  write  the  North  American  Bluebird 


Society,  RO.  Box  6295,  Silver  Spring,  Md.  20906 
for  more  information  and  a  complimentary  copy  of 
Sialia  (the  society’s  quarterly  journal). 

Lillian  Files,  President 

North  American  Bluebird  Society 

Tyngsboro,  Mass. 


Sialia,  Spring  198^ 


Presidential  Points 

Lillian  Lund  Files 

As  NABS  enters  its  sixth  year  of  in¬ 
volvement  in  bluebird  conserva¬ 
tion,  the  Society’s  horizons  are  ex¬ 
panding.  People  recognize  us  as  a 
source  of  information  on  bluebirds  and 
other  cavity  nesting  birds.  NABS  at 
this  point  has  sent  out  one-half  million 
packets  of  bluebird  information. 

NABS  started  out  to  be  a  clearing 
house  for  bluebird  activities.  One  thing 
being  done  is  to  search  out  ways  to 
cope  with  nesting  competitors.  We 
receive  inquiries  from  many  different 
groups:  college  students  in  graduate 
programs,  Camp  Fire  girls  and  boys, 
Scouts,  4-H,  garden  clubs,  and  other 
bird  societies.  The  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  in  many  states  is 
utilizing  money  from  non-game  wildlife 
funds  on  behalf  of  bluebirds  and  other 
cavity  nesting  birds.  Check  in  your 
state  to  see  if  such  a  fund  exists  and 
try  to  channel  some  of  these  funds 
toward  bluebirds.  While  these  non¬ 
game  wildlife  funds  are  for  all  non¬ 
game  species,  NABS  has  established  a 
workable  program  and  this  is  being 
sought  by  state  wildlife  officials.  It  is  a 
natural  because  it  gets  people  involved 
and  it  works! 

Since  NABS’  beginning  in  March 
1978,  it  has  sponsored  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  nesting  box  plans,  a  full 
color  informational  brochure,  the 
quarterly  journal  Sialia  and  a  144-slide 
lecture  program.  The  Society  has  pro¬ 
vided  quality  nesting  boxes  at  the 
lowest  possible  price  as  well  as  other 
related  bluebird  items.  A  30-second 
public  service  announcement  about 
NABS’  efforts  to  help  bluebirds  will 
soon  be  available.  This  is  ideal  for  use 
on  television  stations,  both  public  and 
commercial.  For  further  information 
write  to  headquarters. 

All  these  accomplishments  would 
not  have  been  possible  without  the 
help  of  the  membership.  Continued 
support  is  needed  to  further  these  pro¬ 
jects  and  to  set  new  goals.  Plans  for 
the  future  include  publication  of  the 
following:  a  bibliography  which  Tedd 
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Gutzke  has  assembled,  a  booklet  to 
help  members  collect  trail  data,  and  a 
pamphlet  for  beginners  describing  how 
to  set  up  a  bluebird  trail.  Since  NABS  is 
a  non-profit  organization  and  most  of 
the  work  is  done  by  volunteers,  your 
tax-deductible  donations  are  spent 
almost  entirely  for  research  and  educa¬ 
tional  purposes.  You  can  help  NABS 
help  the  bluebirds  by  continuing  your 
membership,  getting  others  to  join, 
writing  articles  for  local  newspapers 
and/or  letters  to  the  editor,  sending  in 
names  and  addresses  of  your  friends, 
and  by  mailing  a  tax-deductible  con¬ 
tribution  today.  You  are  rewarded  by 
knowing  that  you  have  helped  the 
bluebirds. 

Watch  for  a  new  bluebird  treat:  An¬ 
dre  Dion’s  book  Le  Retour  de  I’Oiseau 
Bleu  (The  Return  of  the  Bluebird).  This 
beautifully  illustrated  story  has  now 
been  translated  into  English. 

I  wish  to  announce  the  following 
appointments:  Reid  Caldwell  of  Lucas, 
Ohio,  a  naturalist  with  the  Ohio  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Wildlife,  as  co-chairman  of  the 
Education  Committee  along  with 
Bryan  R.  Shantz  of  Lacombe,  Alberta, 
biologist  with  Union  Carbide.  Past- 
president  Anne  T.  Sturm  of  Barnesville, 
Maryland,  has  been  appointed  to  head 
the  Development  Committee. 

Award 

The  list  of  awards  made  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  included  in  my  column  in 
the  Winter  issue  neglected  to  mention 
Amelia  R.  Laskey,  who  was  post¬ 
humously  given  a  Research  Award  for 
her  work  with  bluebirds  and  other  cavi¬ 
ty  nesting  birds.  ■ 
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Sialia,  Spring  1984 


WHERE  HAVE  ALL  THE  BLUEBIRDS  GONE? 


THE  BLir* 
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We  celebrate 
the  beautiful 
bluebird  as  a 
symbol  of  hope 
and  happiness. 
Since  colonial 
times  the  “blue 
robin”  has  been 
one  of  our  most 
popular  birds. 


MM i 


■■  Mk  The  range  of 

the  three  bluebird 
specie s  extended  to 
nearly  every  part  of 
North  America.  Over 
the  last  half  century, 
V  bluebird  populations  have 

declined  severely.  Today, 
p  for  the  majority  of  people, 

the  bluebird  exists  only  as  a 
colorful  adornment  for  greeting 
cards.  The  bluebirds’  population 
decline  is  ominous.  Unless  we  can  do 
something  to  alter  it,  the  bluebird  will 
become  even  more  rare.  Future  generations  may 
never  thrill  to  the  plaintive  sound  of  one  of  nature's 
most  appealing  creatures. 
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The  NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY  will  function 
as  a  principle  agency  in  developing  an  overview  of  the  blue¬ 
birds'  progress.  As  a  member  you  will  become  both  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  fostering  bluebird  recovery  and  a  recipient  of  the 
most  up-to-date  information  about  the  species.  You  can  help 
by  purchasing  or  building  bluebird  nesting  boxes,  organiz¬ 
ing  bluebird  trails,  and  reporting  your  experimental  data. 
Even  if  you  cannot  help  in  these  direct  ways,  your  financial 
support  will  enable  others  to  increase  their  efforts.  The 
SOCIETY  will  listen  to  your  ideas  and,  if  possible,  find  ways 
to  communicate  them. 

We  need  your  membership  support,  your  ideas  and  your 
enthusiasm.  Join  the  NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD 
SOCIETY.  HELP  BRING  THE  “BLUEBIRD  OF  HAPPINESS  ” 
BACK  TO  US  ALL. 


LAWRENCE  ZELENY’S  TIPS 

FOR  BLAZING  THE  BLUEBIRD  TRAIL 


Dr.  Zeleny’s  extensive  research  and  writing  about  th^ 
bluebird  cause  establishes  him  as  one  of  the  continent 
foremost  bluebird  experts.  His  own  trail  experiences,  (SE 
GRAPH  BELOW)  his  many  articles  and  his  book,  document 
not  only  his  dedication  to  the  scientific  method,  but  also  a 
personal  devotion  to  his  beloved  bluebirds. 
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1 .  Select  good  habitat.  Open  rural  country  with  scattered  trees  and  low  or 
sparse  ground  cover  is  best.  Bad  habitat  selection  often  results  in  more 
house  sparows,  not  bluebirds. 

2.  Avoid  brushy  and  heavily  wooded  areas.  This  is  the  domain  of  the  house 
wren. 


Your  membership  in  the  NORTH  AMERICAN 
BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY  will  provide  you  with: 

* 


A  membership  card,  of  course,  and  a 
membership  certificate  that  may  be  framed, 
and 


A  subscription  to  the  Society’s  quarterly 
journal,  SIAUA,  a  publication  combining 
scientific  data,  informative  articles  reporting 
new  methods  for  helping  bluebirds,  a  reader 
idea  exchange,  and  some  good  humor, 
wherever  we  find  it. 


The  latest  plans  for  making,  and  discount 
prices  for  purchasing,  Society  approved 
bluebird  nesting  boxes  and  other  nesting  box 
trail  equipment.  See  coupon  on  page  two. 

The  opportunity  to  play  an  active  part  in  field 


BLUEBIRD  TRAILS  DO 
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research,  testing  new  nesting  box  designs,  population  surveys  and 
other  projects  having  a  beneficial  impact  on  bluebirds  far  beyond  your 
nesting  box  trail  or  community. 

The  opportunity  to  purchase  literature,  bluebird  art,  photographic 
prints  and  other  items  of  interest  to  bluebird  lovers  at  discount  prices. 


O 
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3. 


4. 


Avoid  areas  where  house  sparrows  are 
abundant. 

Avoid  areas  of  extensive  pesticide  use. 


5. 


Mount  nesting  boxes  three  or  more  feet  from 
the  ground,  preferably  on  posts  or  poles. 


6. 


Face  boxes  in  any  direction,  but  preferably 
toward  a  tree  from  25  to  1 00  feet  distant. 


7. 


Because  of  bluebird  territorial  preferences, 
keep  boxes  at  least  100  yards  apart,  to  ensure 
the  most  economical  use  of  boxes. 


8. 


Protect  boxes  against  snakes,  raccoons  and 
other  predators  when  necessary.  For  example, 
raccoon  “guards”  can  be  mounted  over  the 
entrance  hole  for  boxes  located  in  areas  of 
heavy  raccoon  populations. 


10. 


11. 


Monitor  the  boxes  about  once  a  week  during  the  nesting  season ,  if  possible. 

Always  remove  house  sparrow  nests  immediately  when  found.  Remo 
bluebird  and  other  nests  as  soon  as  the  young  birds  have  flown. 

Inspect  boxes  late  in  winter.  Clean  and  repair  if  necessary. 
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Access  to  expert  advice  in  dealing  with  problems  we  encounter  along 
the  bluebird  trail. 


I  ■■■•*■ 


For  more  information  you  may  wish  to  order  Dr.  Zeleny’s  book,  The 
Bluebird;  How  You  Can  Help  Its  Fight  For  Survival.  Use  the  order  form  on 
page  2  of  this  brochure. 


BUILD  YOUR  OWN  BLUEBIRD  NESTING  BOX 


Dowel  and  cleat  help 
position  removable  top, 
which  is  secured  by  1  V2-inch 
wood  screw  with  washer 


Use  3/4-inch 
boards 


Entrance 
hole: 
precisely 
1  V2  inches 
in  diameter, 
1  Vs  inches 
from  top 


Sides 
4  x  1 0% 
inches 
(back  edge) 
and  93/4 
inches 
(front  edge) 


5V2: 


Dowel 


Front 


9  78 


es 


nc 


Space 

between 

top  and 

sides 

allows 

ventilation 


6V2 


inches 


Back: 

5V2  x  1 6V2 
inches 


Use  l3/4-inch 
galvanized 
siding  nai 
or  alumin 
nails 


m 


Cut  corners  off 
bottom  for  drainage; 
recess  bottom  V4  inch. 


Bottom: 
4x4  inches 
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HOW  TO  MAKE  AM)  ENJOY 
YOUR  OW  N 
BLUEBIRD  TRAIL 


THE  PLEASURE  OF  BLUEBIRDS 

God  must  have  created  the  bluebird  for  man’s 
benefit  and  enjoyment.  When  bluebirds  nest  nearby 
and  you  are  able  to  hear  them  and  observe  their 
actions  each  day,  you  then  can  truly  know  the  meaning 
of  aesthetics,  love,  beauty,  bliss,  serenity,  and  family 
devotion  which  can  come  to  us  through  the  bluebird. 

All  bluebirders  must  feel  like  “one  of  the  chosen 
ones”  when  fortunate  enough  to  have  nesting  blu¬ 
ebirds  on  their  property,  and  also  should  feel  like 
godparents  to  all  bluebirds  wherever  they  are  in  giving 
them  such  much  needed  loving  human  attention.  Be  a 
“Johnny  Appleseed”  spreading  the  word  on  how  to 
bring  back  the  bluebird. 

May  you  be  fortunate  enough  to  have  bluebirds 
add  to  the  beauty  and  pleasure  of  your  life. 

Favorite  quote  of  mine  from  Thoreau’s  journal: 

“ Measure  your  health  by  your  sympathy  with 
morning  and  spring.  If  there  is  no  response  in  you  to 
the  awakening  of  nature,  if  the  prospect  of  an  early 
morning  walk  does  not  banish  sleep,  if  the  warble  of 
the  first  bluebird  does  not  thrill  you — know  that  the 
morning  and  spring  of  your  life  are  past.  Thus  may  you 
feel  your  pulse.  ” 

February  25,  1859 


VA 


! Bring  Back  The  Bluebirds 

Lecture  Slide  Program 


ft 


contact 


Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 
(617)692-2520 


Past  Pres.  -  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 

Past  Pres.  -  North  American  Bluebird  Society 


COME  BACK  LITTLE  BLUEBIRD 

These  gentle  loving  beautiful  birds,  often  called 
the  “Bluebirds  of  Happiness,”  have  a  uniform  of  red, 
white  and  blue  like  our  national  colors.  “It  carries  the 
sky  on  its  back”(Thoreau),  earth  on  its  breast  and  has 
a  white  belly. 

The  song  of  the  Bluebird  is  a  delicate  purling  warble 
w  hich  seems  to  say  “tru-al-ly,  tru-al-ly”. 

These  birds  are  a  symbol  of  love,  hope  and  happiness. 
In  early  times  they  were  conidered  the  first  sign  of 
spring  and  were  called  the  “Blue  Robin”. 


How  many  of  us  have  seen  a  bluebird  recently? 
The  great  majority  of  young  people  today  have  never 
seen  a  bluebird.  Yet  50  years  ago,  bluebirds  were 
among  the  commonest  songbirds  in  America. 

Bluebirds  are  an  asset  to  farmers  and  gardeners 
because  their  diet  consists  almost  entirely  of  insects  in 
the  spring  and  summer.  In  the  late  fall  and  winter  they 
live  largely  on  wild  berries.  They  almost  never  damage 
cultivated  crops  such  as  berries,  fruits,  grains,  and 
vegetables. 

The  eastern  bluebird  population  may  have  plum¬ 
meted  as  much  as  909 7c  due  to  shortage  of  natural 
cavities  for  nesting,  competition  from  house  sparrows 
and  starlings,  and  pesticides.  What  is  needed  is  a  wide¬ 
spread  effort  to  help  the  bluebird  in  its  struggles  and  an 
easy  way  to  help  is  to  provide  nesting  sites. 

Bluebird  trails  are  becoming  increasingly  popular 
and  are  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to 
those  who  operate  them.  A  bluebird  trail  consists  of  a 
number  of  nesting  boxes  spaced  100  yards  or  more 
apart  and  so  located  that  they  can  be  conveniently 
monitored  by  going  from  box  to  box  by  car,  bicycle,  or 
on  foot. 

A  bluebird  trail  may  consist  of  only  a  few  nesting 
boxes  on  one’s  own  property  or  of  hundreds  of  boxes 
spread  over  a  distance  of  many  miles.  Bluebird 
population  has  increased  dramatically  along  the 
routes  of  virtually  all  bluebird  trails  that  have  been 
operated  successfully  for  a  number  of  years.  However, 
the  impact  of  these  trails  on  the  total  bluebird 
population  has  so  far  probably  been  rather  small 
simply  because  the  existing  trails  cover  such  a  very 
small  fraction  of  the  potential  bluebird  habitat. 
Obviously  what  is  now  needed  is  a  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  bluebird  trails  so  that  bluebirds  can  again 
raise  their  families  in  the  vast  areas  where  the  natural 
nesting  cavities  have  either  been  destroyed  or  have 
been  usurped  by  the  alien  starlings  and  house  sparrows 
against  which  the  bluebird  cannot  successfully 
compete. 


Generally  bluebirds  nest  only  in  rural  areas  and 
the  very  outer  edges  of  suburban  developments.  The 
ideal  habitat  is  relatively  free  from  underbrush. 
Bluebirds  do  not  nest  in  heavily  wooded  areas  as  they 
prefer  open  ground  with  sparse  vegetation  or  short 
grass  for  feeding.  Quiet  country  roads,  pastures,  fields, 
cemeteries  and  golf  courses  are  usually  good  locations. 
Bluebirds  are  attracted  to  nesting  boxes  that  are  near 
high  perch  sites  with  a  clear  view,  such  as  utility  wires, 
poles,  fences,  TV  antennas,  and  dead  or  open  tree 
limbs.  Houses  near  woods  are  usually  dominated  by 
wrens  while  those  near  buildings  are  generally 
occupied  by  sparrows. 

In  this  area,  by  late  March  or  early  April, 
bluebirds  have  located  suitable  natural  cavities  or  bird 
houses  for  their  nests.  They  will  search  diligently  for 
days  or  weeks  over  a  wide  area,  if  necessary,  in  order  to 
find  acceptable  nesting  sites.  The  male  bird  takes  the 
initiative.  Days  and  often  weeks  elapse  between 
selection  and  actual  start  of  nest  building.  In  most 
areas  nest  building  is  generally  underway  in  early  May. 

The  bluebird  nest  is  usually  built  in  5-6  days.  It 
is  composed  of  dry  grass  or  pine  needles. 

Bluebirds  time  their  activities  so  that  the  first  egg 
is  laid  4  to  5  days  after  the  nest  has  been  completed. 
One  egg  is  laid  each  day  until  the  clutch  is  complete. 
Three  to  six,  commonly  four  or  five,  pale  blue  eggs  are 
laid.  Incubation  begins  as  soon  as  the  last  egg  has  been 
laid.  The  time  of  incubation  is  generally  14  days. 

On  the  day  they  are  hatched,  young  bluebirds  are 
virtually  naked.  They  weigh  roughly  one-tenth  of  an 
ounce.  They  are  fed  small,  soft  insects  every  few 
minutes  from  dawn  to  dusk.  The  male  bird  does  most 
of  the  feeding  at  first  since  the  female  must  spend  a 
good  part  of  her  time  brooding  the  babies  to  keep  them 
warm.  The  young  birds  cannot  produce  their  own 
body  heat  and  are  therefore  essentially  cold-blooded 
until  they  are  several  days  old.  Tlie  nestlings  grow  at  an 
incredible  rate.  Within  about  12  days,  the  weight  of  the 
young  bird  approaches  that  of  the  adult.  The  natal 
down  has  been  shed  and  replaced  by  the  beautiful  soft 
gray  and  blue  juvenile  plumage.  The  type  of  food  fed 
to  the  nestlings  gradually  changes  as  they  develop.  The 
small,  soft  insects  are  replaced  by  larger  insects. 
Grasshoppers  often  make  up  a  large  part  of  the  diet  of 
both  young  and  adult. 

Young  bluebirds  usually  leave  their  nest  at  the  age 
of  17  or  18  days.  On  the  day  of  fledging,  the  parent 
birds  seem  to  encourage  their  young  to  leave  the  nest 
by  restricting  their  food  supply  and  by  calling  to  them 
repeatedly  in  an  enticing  manner  from  a  short 
distance.  Each  young  bird  at  the  moment  it  leaves  the 
nest  makes  a  valiant  and  usually  successful  attempt  to 
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fly  to  a  nearby  tree  or  bush.  Most  young  bluebirds  are 
capable  of  flying  50  to  1 00  feet  on  their  first  attempt. 
The  entire  brood  usually  leaves  the  nest  within  a 
period  of  about  two  hours,  but  occasional^  one  or 
more  of  the  birds  will  remain  in  the  nest  until  the 
following  day.  The  newly  fledged  bluebirds  soon  work 
their  way  into  the  higher  branches  of  nearby  trees  and 
remain  high  off  the  ground,  flying  from  tree  to  tree  to 
gain  strength. 

The  bluebird  fledglings  start  finding  a  small  part 
of  their  own  food  when  they  have  been  out  of  the  nest 
for  about  two  weeks.  Within  another  week  or  10  days 
the  young  birds  learn  to  obtain  all  of  their  own  food. 
Bluebirds  have  strong  family  ties,  so  the  young  birds 
usually  remain  fairly  close  to  their  parents  throughout 
the  summer  and  early  autumn.  Occasionally  some  of 
them  will  assist  their  parents  in  the  feeding  and  care  of 
a  later  brood.  Often  not  more  than  3  or  4  days  elapse 
between  the  time  the  young  of  one  brood  are  fledged 
and  the  nest  for  the  next  brood  is  started.  Usually  a 
second  brood  is  raised  by  the  same  parents  and 
sometimes  also  a  third. 

It  is  recommended  that  after  the  young  have  left 
the  nest,  the  box  should  be  cleaned  as  this  increases  the 
chances  that  a  second  brood  will  be  raised  in  the  same 
box.  However,  some  people  have  observed  adult 
bluebirds  building  a  new  nest  on  top  of  the  old  nest 
when  not  removed.  In  any  case,  the  box  must  be 
cleaned  in  the  fall,  which  is  also  a  good  time  to  do  any 
necessary  maintenance. 

Bluebird  nesting  boxes  can  be  mounted  on  posts 
or  fence*.  If  metal  posts  are  used,  climbing  predators 
such  as  raccoons  and  cats  can  be  discouraged  by 
applying  grease  to  the  pole  The  boxes  should  be 
mounted  3  to  5  feet  from  the  ground.  Low  mounting 
helps  in  discouraging  house  sparrows  and  makes  for 
easy  monitoring. 

An  entrance  hole  exactly  1  '/$  inches  in  diameter  is 
suggested  as  this  prevents  the  entry  of  starlings.  The 
entrance  should  be  placed  at  least  6  inches  above  the 
floor  as  a  shallower  box  permits  starlings  to  destroy 
the  eggs  or  nestlings.  The  floor  can  be  4"  x  4"  but  many 

prefer  5"  x  5".  The  box  should  be  built  to  be  easily 
opened  for  cleaning  and  observation.  Small  ventila¬ 
tion  holes  go  near  the  top  and  drainage  holes  in  the 
bottom.  Perches  are  not  desirable  (bluebirds  don’t 
need  them  but  sparrows  like  them).  The  boxes  may  be 
painted  a  light  color  (tan,  light  green,  light  gray)  as  this 
will  add  to  the  life  of  the  box.  It  may  be  covered  with 
slab  wood  or  bark  to  offer  a  more  rustic  appearance.  It 
is  best  to  assemble  the  house  using  screws  rather  than 
nails  as  the  use  of  the  former  results  in  construction 
better  able  to  weather  the  elements  throughout  the 
years. 


Boxes  made  of  cedar,  redwood  or 
exterior  plywood  are  extremely 
durable  and  need  no  painting. ..other 
wood  will  last  longer  if  painted  on  the 
outside  only. 

Use  1  xh  ”  screws  or  galvanized  nails  to 
put  together...  I Vf’  nails  for  pivot 
nails. 

Lock:  Drill  hole  near  bottom  on  one 
side  right  through  to  floor  for  a  nail 
to  slide  in  and  out. 


If  you  should  be  unfortunate  enough  to  have 
house  sparrows  take  over  your  bluebird  house, 
constant  removal  of  their  nests  will  eventually 
discourage  them. 

The  most  serious  bluebird  parasite  is  a  blowfly. 
The  adult  female  blowfly  enters  the  bird  house  and 
lays  her  eggs  in  the  nesting  materials.  The  eggs  soon 
hatch  and  the  larvae  or  maggots  attach  themselves  to 
the  baby  birds  and  suck  their  blood.  They  then  become 
puparia  (dark  brown  oval  cases  about  Hinch  long)  and 
after  about  12  days  emerge  as  adults  to  repeat  the  life 
cycle. 


actual  size 


Represented  are  blowfly  puparia. 
You'll  have  evidence  for  the 
presence  of  the  blowfly  if  puparia 
are  observed  when  removing  the 
old  nest. 


Bluebird  nestlings  can  usually  survive  a  light 
attack  of  the  parasitic  blowfly.  A  heavy  infestation 
(more  than  100  blowfly  larvae  in  a  nest)  can  be 
controlled  by  dusting  the  house  and  nest  lightly  with  a 
one-half  percent  rotenone  powder  either  before  the 
young  birds  are  hatched  or  by  carefully  removing  the 
young  and  avoiding  direct  contact  of  the  insecticide 
with  the  baby  birds. 

No  discussion  of  predators  on  the  bluebird  trail  is 
complete  without  mentioning  the  common  two-legged 
predator  (man)  that  is  sometimes  the  most  destructive 
of  all.  Experience  has  shown  that  when  the  bluebird 
houses  are  used  in  public  places  or  near  roadsides, 
human  interference  is  much  more  likely.  The  best 
advice  is  to  locate  the  nesting  boxes  several  hundred 
feet  from  the  road  or  in  rural  areas  not  seen  from  the 
highway.  Vandals  are  generally  too  lazy  to  walk  any 
great  distance  to  destroy  your  efforts.  Without 
question,  the  restricted  property  of  the  golf  course 
offers  the  best  protection  from  vandalism.  Golf 
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courses  provide  the  ideal  bluebird  habitat  and  are 
usually  free  of  house  sparrows,  the  second  most 
prevalent  obstacle  to  successful  rearing  of  bluebirds. 

Inspect  your  bluebird  trail  frequently  if  possible. 
Much  of  the  fun  and  rewards  of  the  trail  are  in  those 
periodic  inspections.  By  taking  notes  on  the  nest,  eggs, 
young,  etc.,  you  will  learn  more  about  the  life  of  the 
resident. 

It  is  quite  permissible  to  open  the  nesting  boxes 
daily  for  observation  if  the  boxes  are  designed  to  open 
easily  without  disturbing  the  nest.  Observations 
should  be  made  quickly  and  the  boxes  promptly  closed 
in  order  to  cause  the  least  possible  disturbance  to  the 
birds.  Great  care  should  he  exercised  in  examining 
bluebird  broods  that  are  more  than  12  days  old  since  at 
this  stage  any  disturbance  may  excite  the  nestlings  and 
cause  them  to  leave  the  nest  prematurely,  thereby 
reducing  their  chance  for  survival. 

Y ou  can  expect  other  birds  to  use  your  bluebird 
houses  as  well.  In  the  northern  states  competitors  for 
the  same  houses  will  be  Tree  Swallows.  House, 
Wrens,  Chickadees,  Titmice,  Nuthatches  and  House 
Sparrows. 

By  proper  placement  of  your  bluebird  houses  and 
with  faithful  control  of  starlings  and  house  sparrows, 
you  should  have  reasonable  success  with  your  bluebird 
trail. 


FURTHER  READING 

“The  Bluebird”  by  Lawrence  Zeleny 

Dr.  Zeleny  is  the  founder  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society, 

Box  6295 

Silver  Spring,  Md.  20906 

Membership  are  sent  quarterly  journals  with  valuable 
bluebird  information. 

CONSTRUCTION  TIPS 

The  construction  plans  shown  in  this  brochure 
stress  the  importance  of  the  measurements  in  a 
bluebird  nesting  box.  Design  and  construction  plans 
can  vary  in  many  ways  and  the  box  will  remain 
functional.  There  must  be  an  easy  access  for  inspection 
either  through  the  top.  front,  or  sides.  For  those  who 
can  secure  the  construction  materials  and  have  the 
tools  to  work  with,  it  is  an  enjoyable  project  to  build 
nesting  boxes.  For  others,  it  ts  more  practical  to 
purchase  the  nesting  boxes. 


BLUEBIRD  BOX 

Lil  Files 


USE  3/4“  STOCK 
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SIDES:  Drill  1  / 4"  vent  holes  near  top. 

FLOOR:  Cut  3/8"  off  each  corner  for  drainage. 
Recess  floor  1/4". 

FRONT:  Make  \x/{'  entrance  hole  8"  up  from  bot¬ 
tom  edge  to  center  of  hole.  Nail  a  pivot 
nail  on  each  side  of  box  parallel  to  center 
of  hole.  Rough  surface  below  entrance 
hole  inside  box  by  grooving  1/8"  slots. 


BACK:  Bevel  top  edge  for  slanted  roof. 

ROOF:  1"  overlap  on  each  side  and  2"  overlap  in 

front.  Cut  groove  for  a  drip  line  1"  back 
from  front  edge. 

BACK  Drill  holes  near  top  &  bottom. 

EXT.:  Attach  extension  to  back  of  box  with 

screws. 
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Lillian  Lund  Files  is  president  of  The  North  American  Bluebird  Society  and 
past  president  the  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society.  She  has  given  many  lecture 
slide  programs  throughout  New  England  and  anyone  interested  in  a  bluebird 
program  can  contact  her:  Scribner  Hill,  Tyngsboro,  MA  01879,  (617)692-2520. 
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I  invited  my  Greek  girl¬ 
friend,  Kiki,  to  attend 
Monastary  with  me.  We  were 
told  to  wear  long  sleeves i 


SPRING  198if 


NASHUA  VALLEY  WOMEN  OUTDOORS 


[ay  10 


Thursday,  Spring  hike  up  Mt,  Monadnock  using  the 
trail  whir.-h  Thorft^u 1  s  seat  lY^possible. 

Call  Marilyn  (617)  6I+9-7IMO. 


IUou^Oi/f 

Remember  Line  3&B  on  Mass,  Tax  Form  is  for  theybirds . ,help  preserve 
and  protect  Mass,  nongame  wildlife  by  contributing  part  of  your 
tax  refund.  ]  J.cUtO- 


THE  JAFFREY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

NEWS  JOURNAL 

123  MAIN  STREET 

MARCH  CIVIC  CENTER  1984  JAFFREY,  N.  H.  03452 

APRIL  MEETING 

It  looks  like  spring  may  FINALLY  be  about  to  burst  upon  us 
and  what  better  way  to  welcome  it  than  to  learn  about  the  North 
American  Bluebird J  Nearly  everyone *s  favorite,  this  lovely  songbird 
nearly  disappeared  from  the  American  landscape  but  now  it's  making  a 
dramatic  comeback,  thanks,  in  part,  to  people  like  our  speaker, 

Milan  Files.  She  is  President  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society 
and  the  Past  President  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society.  It  was  she  and 
the  latter  group  that  helped  to  start  the  "Save  the  Bluebird  Committee 
;hlch  has  encouraged  the  placing  of  over  500  nesting  boxes  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  New  Hampshire. 

Mrs.  Files  will  tell  us  everything  we  always  wanted  to  know 
-bout  bluebirds  including  how  to  build  a  nesting  box  and  where  to 
place  them.  She’ll  also  present  a  slide  program  on  the  bluebird's 
plight  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society, 

AH  are  welcome  at  what  should  be  an  informative  and  enjoy¬ 
able  evening.  It  will  be  held  Tuesday  the  3rd  of  April  at  8  P.M.  in 
Aig,  Civic  Center.  As  is  usual,  refreshments  will  be  served  following 
the  program . 
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F1IDAY 

SATURDAY 

7:00  A.M.  -  8:30  A.M. 
8:30 


9:00 
9*30 
10:00 
10:30 
11:00 
11:30 
12:30  P.M. 
2:00 
6:30 


SUNDAY 


BLUEBIRD  SYMPOSIUM 
Southern  Pines,  N.C. 

April  27,  28,  &  29th 
Field  trips 


REGISTRATION 

WELCOME  (Gay  Duncan) 

Invocation  (Ruby  Fihch) 

CHUCK  DUPREE,  Elkridge,  Maryland 

JACK  FINCH,  Bailey,  North  Carolina 

LILLIAN  LUND  FILES,  Tynesboro,  Mass. 

COFFEE  BREAK 

ROGER  FOY,  Oriental,  North  Carolina 
LARRY  ZELANY  intooducing  ANRE  DION  of  Quebec,  Canada 
LUNCH 

FIELD  TRIPS 
BANQUET 

After  Banquet  there  will  be  a  panel  discussion 


8:00  A.M. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Andre  Dion,  62,  a  Quebec  writer  and  creator  of  educational  books  and  aids  to 
French-language  studies  sold  in  many  countries,  says  that  the  idea  for  the 
1 28-page  story  came  to  him  literally  "out  of  the  blue",  after  a  brave  member 
of  this  endangered  species  found  its  way  to  his  Saint-Placide  home  on  the  Ot¬ 
tawa  River  northwest  of  Montreal. 

Dr.  Laurence  Zeleny,  dean  of  American  bluebird  authorities  and  founder  of 
the  North  American  Bluebird  Society,  has  written  a  special  introduction  to  the 
English  edition  of  "THE  RETURN  OF  THE  BLUEBIRD". 

The  American  Bluebird  Society,  after  reading  the  English  version  by  Montreal 
literary  translator  Jane  Brierley,  has  ordered  an  initial  200  copies,  and 
guaranteed  distribution  of  100,000  promotional  folders  to  its  members. 

For  the  past  four  years,  Andre  Dion  has  devoted  an  enormous  amount  of  time  to  speaking  to  various 
Quebec  groups,  encouraging  the  setting  up  of  supervised  bluebird  trails  and  nesting  places  for  these 
beautiful  songbirds,  once  as  common  as  robins  in  this  province. 

Both  the  translation  and  the  original  book  were  published  by  Editions  Auto-Correct-Art,  a  small  educa¬ 
tional  publishing  house  run  by  France  Dion,  the  author's  wife,  and  their  daughters. 

Dion  is  himself  an  experienced  bird  lover.  The  garden  of  his  Saint-Placide  home  is  a  veritable  bird  sanc¬ 
tuary,  filled  with  all  kinds  of  native  birds,  flitting  among  tall  trees  with  bird  boxes,  or  feeding  from  a  variety 
of  berry-bushes  and  bird-feeders. _ 


The  Return  of  the  Bluebird 

Dion's  imaginative  text  is  part  of  a  tradition  that  has  created  such  American  best-sellers  as  Jonathan  Livingstone  Seagull  and  Margaret  Craven's  / 
Heard  the  Owl  Call  my  Name. 

The  Return  of  the  Bluebird  tells  the  tale  of  an  Eastern  Bluebird  from  Louisiana  that  responds  to  an  instinctive  call  to  return  to  the  land  of  his 
forefathers;  it  recounts  his  trials,  his  love  of  a  flower,  and  his  encounters  with  stronger  birds  that  have  learned  how  to  survive  man  and  other 
predators. 

It  is  a  tale  for  all  ages,  with  a  message  of  courage. 


"In  Le  Retour  de  I'oiseau  bleu  Andre  Dion  has  done  more  than  write  a  book:  he  has  brought  about  the  return  of  a  migratory  bird  from  the 
southern  United  States  —  a  bird  that  had  left  Quebec  as  a  result  of  the  disastrous  war  of  attrition  waged  by  the  house  sparrow. 

"It  had  completely  deserted  our  area.  To  bring  it  back,  he  wrote  a  book.  People  in  the  United  States  —  everyone  is  familiar  with  their  famous 
bird  societies  —  have  been  delighted  with  the  initiative  that  has  led  to  the  bluebird's  return,  and  with  the  book  itself. 

"The  book  is  now  available  in  English.  Perhaps  it  will  become  a  best  seller  in  that  country." 

The  Honorable  Bernard  Landry,  Quebec  Minister  of  International  Relations  and  External  Trade,  in  a  recent  magazine  interview  (Quebec-Rock). 

"A  remarkable  new  entry  into  the  body  of  bluebird  lore  in  song  and  story  is  now  with  us  in  Andre  Dion's  English  edition  of  The  Return  of  the 
Bluebird.  Combining  as  it  does  the  true  to  nature  art  work  of  Richard  Lemire  with  the  story  of  Dion's  "Bluebird"  it  will  capture  the  imagination 
and  delight  the  eye  of  the  reader. 

"With  this  publication  Dion  hopes  to  link  the  bluebird  conservation  efforts  of  Eastern  Canada  through  the  United  States  and  finally  join  the 
efforts  in  Western  Canada  that  were  spearheaded  by  John  and  Norah  Lane.  Human  concern  for  bluebird  populations  has  been  alerted  since  it 
became  obvious  that  bluebirds  were  gradually  disappearing.  Many  of  the  reasons  are  woven  into  Dion's  story.  Chief  among  these  reasons  is 
the  presence  in  North  America  of  two  alien  species:  the  House  Sparrow  and  the  European  Starling. 

'The  Return  of  the  Bluebird  by  Andre  Dion  furnishes  a  beautiful  vehicle  for  touching  the  heartstrings  of  its  readers  on  behalf  of  one  of  the 
loveliest  of  Cod's  creatures." 

Lawrence  Zeleny,  Founder 

North  American  Bluebird  Society  March  11,1 984 

" Thank  you  tor  having  given  me  the  chance  to  appreciate...  this  marvellous  song  of  praise  to  Nature!...  Le  Retour  de  I'oiseau  bleu.  I  am  still 
tingling  with  the  heady  touch  of  its  soaring  wing... 

"How  alive  the  poetry  is!  and  at  the  same  time,  what  a  mine  of  information  you  have  provided,  my  birder-poet  friend.  Yes,  lovers  destined 
for  each  other  have  the  light-hearted  seriousness  of  birds  as  well  as  their  tenacious  fragility." 

Pierre  Dudan,  Swiss-born  poet,  singer  and  author,  in  a  recent  letter  thanking  Andre  Dion  for  a  copy  of  the  French-language  edition  of  Le  Retour 
de  I'oiseau  bleu.  
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North  American  Bluebird  Society,  Inc. 

Box  6295 

Silver  Spring,  MD  20906-0295 


NAME:  - - 

ADDRESS:  _ _ _ _ _ 

CITY  STATE  OR  PROVINCE  ZIP 

Please  send _  copies  of  The  Return  of  the 

Bluebird  by  Andr6  Dion  @  15,00$  (U.S.  Funds). 
Price  includes  postage.  Make  check  or  money 
order  payable  to:  North  American  Bluebird  Society. 

Total  enclosed: _ $ 


PRINTED  IN  CANADA. 


If  you  belong 

to  that  world  of  eternal  children 
able  to  wed  the  world  of  dreams 
with  that  of  waking  reverie... 


Andre  P.  Dion 


ne  cnance  to  appreciate...  this  marvellous  song  of  praise  to  Nature!...  Le  Retour  de  I'oiseau  bleu.  I  am  still 

tingling  with  the  heady  touch  of  its  soaring  wing... 

How  alive  the  poetry  is!  and  at  the  same  time,  what  a  mine  of  information  you  have  provided,  my  birder-poet  friend.  Yes,  lovers  destined 
for  each  other  have  the  light-hearted  seriousness  of  birds  as  well  as  their  tenacious  fragility.'' 

i  ierre  Dudan,  Swiss-born  poet,  singer  and  author,  in  a  recent  letter  thanking  Andre  Dion  for  a  copy  of  the  French-language  edition  of  Le  Retour 

de  I'oiseau  bleu. 
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Andre  Dion,  62,  a  Quebec  writer  and  creator  of  educational  books  and  aids  to 
French-language  studies  sold  in  many  countries,  says  that  the  idea  for  the 

128-page  story  came  to  him  literally  "out  of  the  blue",  after  a  brave  member 
of  this  endangered  snprip<;  found  itc  \a /~\\t  f Ul/-  C~:  —  x  m  -  •  i  * 


“A  remarkable  new  entry  into  the  body  of  bluebird 
lore  in  song  and  story  is  now  with  us  in  Andrd 
Dion’s  English  edition  of  The  Return  of  the 
Bluebird.  Combining  as  it  does  the  true  to  nature 
art  work  of  Richard  Lem  ire  with  the  story  of  Dion’s 
“Bluebird”,  it  will  capture  the  imagination  and 
delight  the  eye  of  the  reader... 

The  Return  of  the  Bluebird  by  Andrd  Dion  fur¬ 
nishes  a  beautiful  vehicle  for  touching  the  heart¬ 
strings  of  its  readers  on  behalf  of  one  of  the 
loveliest  of  God’s  creatures.” 

Lawrence  Zeleny,  Founder 

North  American  Bluebird  Society 


EDITIONS  AUTO-CORRECT-ART  INC. 

2,  rue  Sauve 

Saint-Placide,  Que,  JOV  2B0 


T6I. :  (514)  258-3248 
1-800-363-3663 


June,  7th  1984 


Mrs.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro  MA  01879 


Dear  Lillian 

I  once  told  you,  if  I  remember  well,  that  your  friends 
are  my  f ri ends . 


Why?  The  little  girl  I  once  accompanied  in  Jack's  trail 
made  me  think  so. 

From  the  letter  William  Condry  wrote  to  you,  I  gathered 
the  impression  that  he  was  a  little  worried  about  the 
translation  of  Bluebird.  I  would  deeply  appreciate  his 
comments . 


Your  friend 


Andre  Dion 


AD/nd 


IT y ngsboro  Times 
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Published  by  Newcomers  Club 


Early  Release 
Day  Program 
At  Littlefield 

TGBO-On  Tuesday,  May 
8,  at  2,  Lillian  Files,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  talk  and  slides  about 
bluebirds  and  how  to  attract 
them  to  your  yard.  She  will 
also  bring  nests  and 
bluebird  eggs  to  show. 
Children  as  well  as  grown¬ 
ups  are  invited  to  attend. 
Registration  at  the  library. 


LITTLEFIELD  LIBRARY  NEWS 

The  Friends  the  Littlefield 
Library  have  scheduled  the  following] 
activities: 


LITTLEFIELD 

Library  News| 


M&f  6»  2.  om-On  the 

day, there  will  be 


early  release 
a  talk  and  slide 


presentation  on  Bluebirds  by 
Lillian  Files.  This  presentation 
is  geared  for  children,  but  adults 
are  welcome. 


Children’s  Program 
Bluebirds  will  be  the  topic 
of  the  Tuesday,  May  8 
school  release  day  program 
in  the  Littlefield  Library  on 
i  Middlesex  Road.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  presented  by 
Lillian  Files  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and 
will  start  at  2  p.m.  Those 
wishing  to  attend  may  sign 
up  at  the  Library.  As  par¬ 
ticipation  is  limited  to  20, 
early  registration  is  advised. 


A  Theory  on  Why  Bluebirds  Are  Scarce 


You’ve  heard  the  expression  “beauti- 
I  ful  but  dumb”  before,  maybe  you’ve 
used  it  yourself.  I’m  using  it  now  to 
classify  my  bluebirds  that  were.  My 
wife  says  it’s  no  wonder  they  are  so 
|  scarce.  Here  is  what  happened. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  April  19,  a 
I  pair  of  bluebirds  arrived  in  the  apple 
trees  across  the  road.  They  were  not  in 
evidence  during  the  week  that  followed, 
but  then  they  appeared  and  began  look¬ 
ing  over  the  nest  box  situation.  If  I  do 
say  so,  I  offer  a  variety  of  potential 
homes.  There  are  two  boxes  in  the  open 
of  the  south  field,  three  in  the  smaller 
west  field,  one  on  a  high  pole  in  the  gar¬ 
den,  one  in  a  blackberry  patch  (well 
protected  against  four-footed  preda¬ 
tors),  one  beyond  our  back  fence  in  a 
small  grassy  area,  and  three  hanging 
boxes  for  the  wrens. 

The  bluebirds  tried  the  garden  box, 
the  blackberry  box,  and  the  one  beyond 
the  fence.  Eventually  they  decided  the 
middle  box  in  west  field  was  for  them, 
even  though  immediately  the  swallows 
did  a  considerable  amount  of  harrass- 
ing.  A  period  of  feverish  nest  building 


Birds 


Lloyd  S.  Jenkins 


took  place  for  several  days.  Then  came 
a  morning  and  no  bluebirds  —  they 
were  gone.  A  tree  swallow  clung  to  the 
entrance  hole  but  did  not  enter.  After 
two  days  I  opened  the  box,  thinking  the 
female  might  be  dead  inside.  We  had  a 
fleeting  glimpse  of  the  male  twice.  In¬ 
side  there  was  a  well  formed  nest  of 
dried  grass  and  pine  needles.  It  was 
ready  for  eggs. 

Perhaps  I  don’t  think  like  a  bluebird, 
but  I  thought  they  had  an  ideal  set-up 
here.  Perhaps  I’m  being  unfair  to 
mother  bluebird,  perhaps  something  | 
happened  to  her;  if  so,  I  retract  myi 
opening  line.  Had  I  foreseen  what  was 
going  to  happen^  I  could"  have  used  an  | 

idea^fromTillian  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  | 

current  president  of  NABS._  You  set  out 
four'  boxes  facing  each  other,  about  six 
feet  apart.  Bluebirds  can  chose  one  of 
the  boxes  with  no  interferences  from 


the  swallows  —  they  don’t  like  that  set¬ 
up  at  all. 

It  has  been  a  poor  spring  for  birds,  I 
many  two  weeks  late.  Yet  I  saw  a  hum- 1 
mingbird  on  May  5,  my  earliest  record. 
Indigo  buntings  seem  to  be  in  good  sup- 1 
ply.  Ed  Nelson  of  Boylston  had  a  white-  j 
winged  kite  fly  over  his  yard  on  May  13. 
A  female  black-headed  grosbeak  has  ] 
been  reported  from  Worcester. 

On  May  12  a  cattle  egret  was  present  | 
for  about  half  an  hour  at  the  farm  in 
Spencer  which  has  wintered  the  red¬ 
headed  woodpecker.  The  latter  is  still 
present.  The  Roger  Kinnicuts  of  Holden 
had  an  unusual  experience  recently 
when  a  pileated  woodpecker  appeared 
for  twenty  minutes  in  a  pear  tree  close 
to  their  house. 
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NASHUA  VALLEY  WOMEN  OUTDOORS 


SUMMER  196t(. 


May  19  Saturday.  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  Blrdwalk.  Meet  at 
I  Fllea  home  on  Scribner  dill  Road  before  9AM.  692-2 


Lillian 
2520 


bird  talk 

By  William  Harris 


May  19  and  20  has  been 
[designated  as  National 
I  Audubon  Weekend.  Locally 
I  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
is  sponsoring  two  bird 
I  walks. 

On  Sat .,  May  1 9  the  group 
I  will  meet  at  the  Caldor  park- 
I  ing  lot  facing  Route  3.  We 
will  leave  at  8  a.m.  For  those 
I  who  know  the  location  of 
the  Bluebirds  in  Tyngsboro 
on  Scribner  Hill,  there  is  no 
need  to  meet  at  Caldors  - 
simply  meet  us  up  there  after 
8  a.m.  After  seeing  the 
Bluebirds  (hopefully)  we 
will  search  the  area  surroun¬ 
ding  the  Massapoags.  Bring 
|  binnoculars  and  bug  juice. 

On  Sunday,  May  20  we 
I  will  explore  the  fields  and 
woodlands  of  the  Ed  War¬ 
ren  Farm  in  Chelmsford 
Center.  Eddie  Quinn  will 
llead  this  walk.  Both  Mr. 
IWarren  and  Eddie  have 


wanted  to  have  a  walk  here 
for  sometime  now.  Many 
species  of  birds  and  mam¬ 
mals  have  been  seen  here 
over  the  years.  Warblers 
may  be  at  their  peak  on  this 
weekend. 

For  those  unacquainted 
with  the  area,  we  will  meet  at 
the  Purity  Supreme  parking 
lot  but  near  the  gift  catalog 
store  opposite  Friendly’s. 
We  leave  promptly  at  8  for 
the  Warren  Farm.  Again, 
bring  binocs  and  bug  juice. 
The  black  flies  and  no-see- 
ums  are  out  in  full  force. 

Children  are  welcome  but 
should  be  accompanied  by  a 
parent. 


BIRD  TALK 

By  William  Harris 


May  16  Meeting 
Of  Bird  Society 
Ends  Its  Season 

TGBO-The  final  meeting 
of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  before  the  summer 
recess  will  be  held  on  May 
16  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Lit¬ 
tlefield  Library  in 
Tyngsboro.  The  evening 
program  features  the  club’s 
Annual  Meeting  and  Pot¬ 
pourri  Night. 

Potpourri  Night  features 
the  club  members 
themselves,  a  chance  to 
share  experiences  and 
discoveries.  Those  who  wish 
should  bring  up  to  20  slides 
or  pictures.  Potpourri  is  not 
limited  to  pictures, 
however.  You  are  encourag¬ 
ed  to  bring  drawings, 
specimens,  music,  or  any 
media  you  would  like  to , 
share  with  the  club  that 
focuses  on  some  aspect  of  | 
nature. 

Members  and  interested 
persons  are  urged  to  help 
celebrate  the  final  spring] 
meeting.  Free  admission, 
Refreshments  are  served. 


The  weather  smiled  upon 
the  activities  of  the  weekend 
of  May  19th  and  20th..| 
Nature  walks  were  held  all 
over  the  U.  S.  at  a  time  when 
flowers,  trees  and  birds  all 
were  in  harmony  with  each 
other.  It  would  be  great  if 
the  human  race  could  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  that  list. 

Here  in  Chelmsford  and 
Tyngsboro  we  enjoyed  two 
great  days  of  observing 
nature  at  its  peak.  Over  40 1 
people  were  indeed  in  har¬ 
mony  with  the  great  out¬ 
doors  on  this  day! 

Our  Saturday  walk  to 
Windswept  Acres  in 
Tyngsboro  always  brings  the 
anticipation  of  seeing  the 
Eastern  Bluebird.  And  see 
them  we  did!  During  the  ex¬ 
citement  of  seeing  the | 

beautiful  male  flitting 
about;  we  learned  that  the 
eggs  were  hatching  out  this 
very  day.  By  Sunday  5 
bluebirds  were  hatched. 

A  trip  around  the 
perimeter  of  the  land  of  our 
hostess  yielded  2  beautiful 
indigo  buntings.  Also  seen 
were  scarlet  Tanagers,  Car¬ 
dinal,  Nofthern  Oriole, 
common  yellowthroat  and 
chipping  sparrows. 

An  extension  of  our  trip 
took  us  down  to  the 
Massapoag  area.  Bank 
swallows  were  much  in 
evidence  here.  Also  seen 
were  least  flycatchers,  great 
crested  flycatcher,  blue  gray 
gnatcatcher,  veery,  brown  j 
creeper  and  many  more. 
Over  40  species  of  birds  were 
seen  before  noon. 

One  of  the  nicest  walks 
the  club  has  ever  had  to  date 
was  on  Sunday.  20  people 
enjoyed  walking  down  the 
lanes  of  one  of  the  few  re¬ 
maining  old  farms  in  the 
heart  of  Chelmsford.  We 
walked  down  many  dif¬ 
ferent  paths  and  lanes  with 
Ed  Warren  or  members  of 
his  family  explaining  the 
things  of  yesteryear.  Some 
of  our  younger  people  in  the 
group  were  certainly  amaz- 


Eddie  Quinn  and  Mark 
bent  over  backwards  to  find 
birds  they  had  already  seen 
this  month.  But  a  violent 
thunderstorm  the  night 
before  may  account  for  the 
absence  of  some  birds.  That 
is  not  to  say  we  didn’t  see 
any.  Over  40  species  were 
seen  by  1 1 :30!  In  addition  to 
birds  seen  the  day  before,  we 
also  saw  phoebes,  Swain- 
sons  thrush,  barn  swallows, 
the  yellowthroat,  red-start, 
Chestnut  sided,  yellow  and 
chestnut  sided  warblers,  as 
well  as  the  interesting 
Bob’OTinks  of  the  open 
fields.  Again  we  saw  the  | 
Cardinal,  scarlet  tanager, 
and  the  indigo  bunting.  But 
the  highlight  of  the  day  had 
to  be  getting  to  see  the  blue 
winged  warbler  and  a  pair  of 
rose-breasted  grosbeaks 
building  a  nest  near  a  farm 
lane.  Winding  up  our  walk 
back  at  the  farm  buildings  | 
we  had  a  chance  to  study  at 
close  range  the  really  pretty  | 
barn  swallows  sitting  on 
wires  over  our  heads. 

Enthusiasm  was  still  high 
as  we  wound  up  our  morn¬ 
ing,  sipping  sweet  cider  fur¬ 
nished  by  our  gracious 
hosts.  Everyone  agreed  it 
was  a  trip  worth  repeating. 
We  thank  all  who  par¬ 
ticipated  and  especially 
those  who  helped  make  the 
day! 

Footnote:  More  next  time 
on  the  winding  down  of  spr- 1 
ing  migration  and  on  a  more 
serious  note,  a  sad  story  on 
Charlie. 
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Ms.  Lilian  Files,  President 
No.  American  Bluebird  Society 
Scribnor  Hill  Road 
Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts  01879 

Dear  Ms.  Files: 


The  Nongame  and  Endangered  Species  Program  of  the  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife  is  very  pleased  with  the  results  of  the  Commonwealth's  first 
Nongame  Wildlife  Fund.  The  Fund  was  derived  from  state  income  tax  checkoff 
donations  and  mail-in  contributions.  Our  goals  could  not  have  been  accomplished 
without  the  help  of  your  group  and  other  sponsoring  organizations. 

You  are  invited  to  join  us  on  July  24th  when  we  will  be  able  to  announce 
the  final  figures  of  this  year's  Nongame  Wildlife  Fund.  At  that  time 
we  will  also  acknowledge  the  support  of  sponsoring  groups. 

A  press  conference  has  been  scheduled  for  10:30  a.m.  on  July  24  in  room  157 
at  the  State  House.  We  hope  to  see  you.  Feel  free  to  contact  either  of 
us  for  further  information. 


Sincerely, 


Thomas  W.  French,  Assistant  Director 
for  Nongame  and  Endangered  Species 
(617)  727-3151 


Ellie  HorwitzvJChief 
Information  and  Education 
(617)  366-4470 
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17800  Croom  Road 
Brandywine,  Maryland,  20613 
June  18,  1984 


Honorable  Michael  Dukakis 
State  House 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Bostton,  Massachusetts,  02133 

Dear  Governor  Dukakis : 

I  am  writing  to  you  and  to  others  to  add  my  voice  to  those  of 
the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  who  are  trying  to  save  a  rookery  of 
Great  Blue  Herons  from  destruction.  A  long  established  heronry  near 
the  Dunstable-Tyngsborough  border — perhaps  the  largest  in  the  State — 
appears  to  be  in  real  danger  from  a  proposed  real  estate  development. 
Effective  actions  must  be  taken  promptly  to  save  it. 

I  have  some  thoughts  on  the  matter  that  I  would  like  to  share 
with  you.  I  don't  know  too  much  about  the  local  situation,  but  I 
do  know  a  fair  amount  about  Great  Blue  Herons. 

My  suggestions  may  not  entirely  palatable  to  those  who  have  some¬ 
thing  to  gain  from  this  development,  and  I  apologize  if  I  unwittingly 
step  on  a  few  toes.  I  still  may  be  able  to  offer  you  a  fresh  per¬ 
spective  on  the  problem. 

If  you  weren't  aware  by  now,  there  certainly  is  a  problem  in  Dun¬ 
stable.  In  summary,  the  inevitable  disturbance  associated  with  a  pro¬ 
posed  housing  development  may  cause  the  birds  to  abandon  their  nesting 
colony.  Wouldn't  a  lot  of  people  have  egg  on  their  faces,  so  to  speak, 
if  that  happens? 

Sometimes  ardent  conservationists  in  a  community  have  the  regret- 
able  tendency  to  get  filled  with  a  pompous  self-righteousness  when 
struggling  to  save  their  threatened  wildlife  resources.  I  don't  be¬ 
lieve  that  this  is  the  case  with  the  residents  of  Dunstable,  and  all 
persons,  who  care  about  these  extraordinary  birds.  They  have  deep 
legitimate  conccerns  that  one  of  their  most  valuable  living  resources, 
a  breeding  colony  of  colonial  waterbirds,  will  be  irrevocably  disturbed 

Let  us  put  the  problem  in  perspective.  The  Great  Blue  Heron  is 
not  technically  an  endangered  species.  Ironically,  this  problem  in 
protecting  them  would  be  much  easier  to  address  if  they  were.  The 
birds  are  afforded  some  protection  by  law,  but  not  much. 

All  things  considered,  the  designation  of  "endangered,"  or  "threat 
ened,"  or  whateved  title,  doesn't  really  matter.  Whether  the  birds 
are  threatened,  endangered,  rare,  or  just  plain  uncommon,  they  are 


con '  t 
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a  remarkable  and  much- loved  asset  to  the  community  and  the  Commonwealth. 

I  hardly  need  to  point  out  that  when  a  community  takes  fierce  pride  in 
its  natural  and  cultural  resources  there  is  a  strong  response  should  the 
government  allow  them  to  be  wantonly  destroyed  by  inattention  or  neglect. 

Just  what  is  the  value  of  the  Great  Blue  Herons  at  Dunstable?  True, 
they  add  a  fresh  natural  dimension  to  the  quality  of  life  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  They  do,  but  there  is  more.  You  could  call  colonial  water- 
birds  such  as  the  herons  "indicator  species"  for  high  real  estate  values. 
The  birds  most  often  nest  near  rivers,  lakes,  wetlands,  or  shorelines 
and  their  presence  indicates  not  only  high  quality  wildlife  habitat, 
but  also  high  real  estate  value.  No  wonder  the  areas  nearby  are  sub¬ 
jected  to  intensive  development  pressures. 

Without  knowing  all  the  particulars  of  this  situation,  I  can  still 
assure  you  that  if  encroachment  and  habitat  degredation  occur  from  nearby 
development,  the  birds  will  desert  the  heronry.  Incidentally,  should 
they  abandon  the  colony,  revesting  in  the  same  area  is  unlikely.  Whether 
the  loss  of  the  birds  occurs  from  a  direct  disturbance  or  an  indirect 
loss  of  habitat,  the  effect  will  be  the  same.  The  birds  will  be  gone 
and  the  community  poorer  for  it.  - 

There  are  innovative,  creative  solutions  to  this  problem.  This 
heronry  can  be  protected.  The  development  proposals  indicate  none 
of  the  safeguards,  however.  The  hard  choice  may  be  to  not  allow  the 
development  to  take  place  (or  to  so  severely  curtail  it  that  it  will 
no  longer  be  economically  attractive  to  the  developers) . 

In  some  cases  like  this  the  local  government  has  too  much  self- 
interest  at  stake  and  cannot  adequately  address  all  concerns  and  do 
what  is  necessary  to  protect  valuable  natural  resources.  Sometimes 
their  position  must  be  to  encourage  growth  and  economic  development, 
no  matter  what  the  cost.  I  hope  this  is  not  the  case  in  Dunstable. 

Sometimes  the  living  resources  in  a  community  are  so  remarkable 
that  it  is  worth  taking  extraordinary  measures  to  save  them.  These 
Great  Blue  Herons  are  such  a  resource.  I  respectfully  urge  you  to 
have  your  staff  carefully  review  this  proposed  development.  From 
what  I  have  learned  about  it,  it  seems  inconceivable  that  the  herons 
will  continue  to  nest  there  if  it  takes  place.  If  it  is  permitted 
to  go  forward  in  any  fashion,  it  should  be  planned  in  harmony  with 
nature. 

I  might  point  out,  as  I  am  sure  others  have,  that  many  options 
other  that  development  are  available  to  the  owners — even  if  they  have 
the  most  to  gain  from  development.  After  independent  analysis  of  the 
site  by  impartial  observers,  a  direct  donation  of  sufficient  buffer 
areas  to  the  State  or  a  group  like  the  Nature  Conservancy  may  not 
only  protect  the  heronry  but  also  provide  a  handsome  tax  write-off 
for  the  donors.  The  public  prestige  for  their  environmental  sensi¬ 
tivity  can't  help  but  be  welcome. 
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As  a  Maryland  resident,  I  am  very  proud  of  the  efforts  under¬ 
taken  by  the  State  of  Maryland  and  its  citizens  to  preserve  the  unique 
and  oustanding  resources  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  I  have  seen  the  drastic 
loss  of  submerged  acquatic  vegetation  (SAV)  in  the  Bay,  the  pollution- 
of  oyster  beds,  the  decline  of  the  rockfish  (striped  bass),  and  the 
loss  of  Canvasback  ducks,  just  to  mention  a  few  of  the  valuable  plants, 
animals  and  birds  that  are  prized  in  the  Bay.  I  realize  full  well  that 
much  has  to  be  done  to  save  them,  but  I  also  realize  that  much  i^  being 
done  to  save  them.  I  am  sure  that  you  share  the  same  sense  of  pride 
when  effective  actions  are  taken  to  protect  the  living  resources  of 
Massachusetts . 

Please  let  me  know  of  your  progress.  I  would  be  glad  to  help  or 
advise  in  any  way  that  I  could.  Enclosed  for  you  is  a  copy  of 
National  Geographic  Magazine  (April  r84)  in  which  my  article  about 
Great  Blue  Herons  appeared.  I  hope  you  enjoy  it. 


Respectfully, 


enc . 


cc:  Walter  Bickford,  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 

Richard  Cronin,  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
Editor ,  Boston  Globe 


Walter  E.  Ukiciord 
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July  11,  198A 


Richard  Dolesh 
17800  Croora  Road 
Brandywine,  Maryland  20613 


Dear  Richard, 

Thank  you  for  sending  me  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Governor  Dukakis 
regarding  the  Dunstable  Blue  Heron  rookery. 

Taking  the  time  to  write  the  letter  was  very  thoughtful  and  demonstrates 
your  sincere  concern  for  wildlife.  I  appreciated  your  philosophy  and  attitude 
about  preserving  habitat.  I  sometimes  think  the  momentum  for  further  develop¬ 
ment  spurred  by  International  industrial  competition  and  continued  global  humab  — 
population  growth  is  less  stoppable  then  ever.  The  Division  of  Fisheries  &  Wild¬ 
life  is  working  closely  with  local  people  to  try  to  preserve  the  rookery. 

Again,  thank  you  for  your  efforts  on  behalf  of  our  wildlife.  . 


WEB/ms 

P.S.  Also,  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  your  article,  but  I  had  already  read  it 
in  a  dentist  office  in  Bolton. 


i 


Joyce  H.  Marinel 


11  Blood  Road 
Townsend,  Ma. 
July  2,  1984 


Governor  Michael  Dukakis 
State  House 
Boston,  Ma. 

Honorable  Governor  Michael  Dukakis: 

As  a  concerned  citizen,  I  am  writing  to  you  to  urge  you  to  help  a  concerned 
group  of  people  (TAPS)  from  the  communities  of  Tyngsborough /Duns table ,  Ma. , 
in  their  efforts  to  save  the  second  largest  rookery  in  our  state  from  encroach¬ 
ment  of  over-development. 

This  letter  is  prompted  by  my  sighting  a  Great  Blue  Heron  in  flight,  crossing 
Rt.  495  North,  at  the  Westford/Chelmsford  town  line,  as  I  drove  to  work  in 
Chelmsford  this  A.M.  I  wondered  how  many  other  people  noticed  this  bird's 
flight?  He  also,  so  to  speak,  was  on  his  way  to  work!  Only  he  is  in  search 
of  food  for  the  survival  of  his  nestlings,  which  are  a  rare  species  of  birds. 

By  not  allowing  ample  space  left  around  the  rookery  in  the  communities,  we  are 
destroying  the  natural  habitat  which  this  bird  depends  upon  for  nesting  and 
rearing  it's  young.  The  Great  Blue  Heron  is  considered  a  solitary  bird  which 
is  often  seen  alone,  with  the  exceptions  being  during  mating  and  migration 
seasons.  In  the  mating  season  they  nest  in  communitites  in  nests  which  are 
often  used  year  after  year.  They  will  repair  and  add  on  to  the  nest  each  year. 

Encroachment  on  the  nesting  community  will  cause  the  bird  to  abandon  the  rookery. 
With  this  in  mind,  don't  you  agree  that  we  have  a  moral  responsbility  to  protect 
these  birds  from  this  type  of  development? 

If  some  action  is  not  taken  and  development  is  allowed  to  continue  without 
any  stringent  guidelines,  the  Great  Blue  Heron  will  surely  be  the  one  to  suffer. 
They  need  our  protection  and  without  this,  we  will  not  have  this  bird  for 
future  generations  to  enjoy. 

It  would  be  very  unfortunate  in  a  few  years  from  now  to  realize  that  the  abandon¬ 
ment  of  this  rookery  was  caused  by  a  large  development  which  could  have  been 


prevented. 


I  do  hope  you  can  find  a  few  moments  in  our  busy  schudele  to  look  into  this 
situation  and  help  save  this  important  rookery. 


Sincerely, 


Jovce  H.  Marinel 


cc:  TAPS 


Earl  @ilsoniP  \ 

l  :  am  - 

(A  Tyngsboro  native  and  insur-. ,  .  ■ 

ance  broker,  Jim  Bither  has 
known  the  former  town  official  ■ 
since  obtaining  his  first  license 
to  fish  in  the  town’s  streams .)  <  mv?  , 

m.  >»w 
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By  JIM  BITHER 


\*(.y 


TYNGSBORO  -  While  grow¬ 
ing  up,  one  should  always  be  re¬ 
spectful  of  his  elders,  for  he  may 
someday  live  next  to  .one  of 
them.  In  my  case,  this  has  espe¬ 
cially  rung  true. 

As  a  youth,  I  remember  going 
with  my  father  to  the  home  v 
office  of  then  Tyngsboro  Town 
Clerk  Earl  Gilson  on  Sherburne 
Road  for  our  fishing  licenses.  &  « 
And,  when  fishing  locally,  we 
would  tramp  along  the, banks  of 
a  brook  which  ran  near  Gilson’s 
property  and  through  part  of  the  ' 
Tyngsboro  Country  Club  golf 
course.  '.fjjjjjjfc 

Growing  into  young  adult-  ^ 
hood,  I  realized  that  Earl  Gilson  / 
was  quite  a  person.  He  had  be¬ 
come  Town  Clerk  in  1950  at  the 
age  of  41  and  served  for  26  years 
in  that  capacity,  retiring  in  1976, 
just  a  year  before  harassed 
away.  *  ^ 

In  addition  to  Town  Clerk,  Gil¬ 
son  was  also  Town  Accountant 
for  most  of  that  period.  A  soft- 
spoken  individual,  he  was  the 
most  factual  person  I've  ever 
met.  He  wanted  to  know, where 
every  nickle  and  dime  was 

going.  HI 

In  earlier  days,  I  only  had  to 
face  Earl  when  it  was  time  to  re¬ 
new  my  fishing  license;  later, 
while  handling  the  town  insur¬ 
ance,  I  had  to  deal  with  Mr.  Gil¬ 
son  as  a  businessman  one-on- 
one,  and  he  had  more  years  of 
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Earl  Gilson 


V  i 
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(originally  at  his  home,  later  in 
the  town  hall).  ^  1 

He  was  always  available  to 
the  various  town  departments 
for  advice  on  fiscal  matters;  and 
,  most  took  advantage  of  his  ex¬ 
pertise.  ^ 

When  looking  for  a  homesite 
for  my  young  family,  I  ended  up 
purchasing  a  home  on  Sher¬ 
burne  Road,  right  next  door  to 
Mr.  Gilson.  He  proved  to  be  a  | 
good  neighbor,  although  I 
likened  him  to  a  weatherbeaten 
canvas  canoe  that  was  in  the 
yard  -  both  good  old  relics.  ’!| 

The  brook  that  I  used  to  fish  in 
as  a  child,  however,  doesn’t 
seem  to  be  inhabited  any  more. 


an  avid  trapper  and  fisherman. 
In  later  years,  he  became  an 
astute  birdwatcher,  and  was 
content  to  study  the  many  birds 
which  consider  Tyngsboro 
home.  J ust  as  Bluebirds  find 


Earl  was  totally  dedicated  to 
his  job,  and  to  the  people  of 
Tyngsboro.  It  is  my  understand-  • 
ing  that  during  the  26  years  he 

served  as  a  town  official,  he  ;  their w15T5Th51r5und4of,the. I 
spent  some  part  of  even'  day^  BirdSoclety’sXi  Uaal 

seven  days  a  week,  in  his  office  Cardinals  discovered 

I  Earl  Gilson’s  birdfeeder  to  their  | 
ffldni  — 

lari  also  enjoyed  “duffing” 
his  way  around  the  golf  links  on 
occasion;  and  once  held  a  sea¬ 
sonal  job  as  a  greenskeepeiv- 


Bird  Society  Lecturer 
Stresses  Wild  Flower  Beauty 

TGBO-“Nature  carpets  all  the  worlcj 
with  beauty,  may  your  day  be  beautiful,” 
was  the  message  Jean  Buermeyer  gave  tol 
members  of  the  Tyngsborough  BirdJ 
Society  at  their  October  meeting. 

Ms.  Buermeyer  presented  to  the  club  a 
beautiful  program  of  picture-framed 
slides  of  wild  flowers  in  a  variety  of 
habitats  from  wetlands  to  pine  forests  to 
woodland  and  alpine  areas,  and  then 
some.  The  bird  clqb  members  were  af¬ 
forded  a  look  at  those  colorful,  and,  yes, 
exotic  delights  which  they  may  have  miss¬ 
ed  if  their  eyes  are  always  turned  to  the 
skies. 

Actually,  birders,  for  the  most  part, 
are  interested  in  all  the  various  aspects  of 
nature.  And  the  program  was  throughly 
enjoyed,  as  everyone  discovered  the 
name  of  at  least  one  wildflower  they  had 
wondered  about. 

Habitat  Important 

Ms.  Buermeyer  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  habitat  instating  the  two  reasons 
for  the  existence  of  fewer  wildflowers: 
loss  of  habitat  and  collectors.  Along  with 
the  New  England  Wild  Flower  Society 
(NEWFS),  the  speaker  urged  those  pre¬ 
sent  to  avoid  indescriminate  collection 
and  the  resultant  destruction  of 
wildflower  populations.  She  recom¬ 
mended  purchasing  plants  from 
nurseries,  or  from  NEWFS  which  seeks 
economical  methods  of  propagation  in 
order  to  make  wild  plants  more  readily 
available,  all  in  an  effort  towards  conser¬ 
vation.  NEWFS  is  located  in  Fram¬ 
ingham. 

While  it  may  seem  relatively  simple  to 
just  dig  up  a  plant  found  in  the  woods, 
and  transplant  it  at  home,  it’s  not  that 
easy.  The  cherished  Pink  Lady’s  Slipper 
is  one  wild  plant  many  have  been  tempted 
to  transplant,  rarely  with  success.  Fin¬ 
ding  the  proper  habitat  is  crucial,  but 
with  the  lady’s  slipper  there’s  more  to  it 
than  meets  ti.^  eye.  Finding  a  location 
that  is  well-drained  and  an  acid 
woodlands  is  not  enough.  The  lady’s  slip¬ 
per  has  a  fragile  symbiosis  with  mycor- 
rhiza,  soil  fungus.  Both  must  live  for  the 
other  to  survive,  and  often  during 
transplanting  they  are  at  risk. 

The  evening’s  program  provided  one 
with  more  interesting  details  on  the  ex¬ 
quisite  wildflowers,  and  a  look  at  the  ^ 
myriad  combinations  of  shapes,  textures 
and  colors.  Musical  accompaniment  con¬ 
tributed  to  a  most  enlightening  presenta¬ 
tion^ 
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[A  typical  beautiful  example 
of  a  Sawyer  log-type  bluebird 
nesting  box  taken  in  Ms  yard 
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Great  Blue  Heron 
Rookery  Is  Most 
Active  In  State 

TGBO-Two  members  of 
the  Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society,  Jean  Buccholtz  and 
Lillian  Files,  assisted  Brad 
Blodgett,  ornithologist  for 
the  Mass.  Division  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  in  the 
annual  census  of  the  local 
great  blue  heron  rookery  on 
June  14.  The  three  were 
amazed  to  discover  the 
rookery  had  increased  by  9 
nests.  Blodgett  told  the  two 
bird  club  members  that  is 
very  unusual,  for  normally 
rookeries  may  increase  by 
two,  possibly  three,  nests  in 
a  year,  but  the  high  increase 
indicates  the  high  rate  of  ac¬ 
tivity  of  . this  particular 
heronry.  The  total  nests  in 
the  rookery  are  now  at  47. 
Of  these,  45  nests  contain 
heronlets,  while  the  remain¬ 
ing  two  are  being  used  by 
young  herons. 

In  addition,  the  popula¬ 
tion  count  of  heronlets  alone 
was  113;  this  after  the  week- 
long  rainstorm  to  which 
many  young  birds  succumb¬ 
ed.  This  census  has  elevated 
the  local  heronry  to  the 
status  of  most  active 
rookery  in  the  state. 
Another  rookery  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state  has 
but  one  more  nest,  but  a 
lower  population  of  chicks. 
Preservation  Supported 
Concern  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  his  heronry  has  been 
received  recently  from  as  far 
away  as  Maryland. 
Naturalist  Richard  Dolesh 
who  served  as  director  of  the 
Patuxent  River  Park,  a  5000 
acre  Maryland  county  park 
which  seeks  to  preserve  the 
wetlands.  Dolesh  has  spent 
the  past  ten  years  studying 
great  blue  herons  near 
Chesapeake  Bay,  ai\d  wrote 
a  wonderful  article  on  great 
blues  which  appeared  in  the 
April,  ‘84  issue  of  The  Na¬ 
tional  Geographic 
Magazine.  He  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  Governor 
Dukakis  which  was  copied 
to  the  Mass.  Div.  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife  and 
the  Boston  Globe  in  which 
he  said  in  part: 

“I  am  writing  to  you  and 


to  others  to  add  my  voice  to  I 
those  of  the  citizens  ofl 
Massachusetts  who  are  try-I 
ing  to  save  a  rookery  ofl 
Great  Blue  Herons  from! 
destruction.  A  long! 
established  heronry  near  the! 
Dunstable-Tyngsboroughl 
border-perhaps  the  largest  I 
in  the  State-appears  to  be  ini 
real  danger  from  a  proposed  I 
real  estate  development.  Ef-I 
fective  actions  must  be  taken| 
promptly  to  save  it. 

“If  you  weren’t  aware  byl 
now,  there  certainly  is  a  pro- 1 
blem  in  Dunstable.  In  sum-1 
mary,  the  inevitable  distur-l 
bance  associated  with  a  pro- 1 
posed  housing  development! 
may  cause  the  birds  to  aban¬ 
don  their  nesting  colony.  I 
Wouldn’t  a  lot  of  people! 
have  egg  on  their  faces,  so  to[ 
speak,  if  that  happens? 

“Just  what  is  the  value  ofl 
the  Great  Blue  Herons  at[ 
Dunstable?  True,  they  add  al 
.fresh  natural  dimension  tol 
the  quality  of  life  in  the  com-l 
munity.  They  do,  but  therel 
is  more.  You  could  call  col-| 
onial  waterbirds  such  as  the! 
herons  “indicator  species’’| 
for  high  real  estate  values.  I 
The  birds  most  often  nest 
near  rivers,  lakes,  wetlands,! 
or  shorelines  and  their | 
presence  indicates  not  only| 
high  quality  wildlife  habitat,  [ 
but  also  high  real  estate! 
value.  No  wonder  the  areasl 
nearby  are  subjected  to  in-| 
tensive  development! 
pressures. 

“Without  knowing  al  the| 
particulars  of  this  situation,  I 
I  can  still  assure  you  that  if) 
encroachment  and  habitat 
degredation  occur  from 
nearby  development,  the) 
birds  will  desert  the  heronry. 
Incidentally,  should  they! 
abandon  the  colony,  re¬ 
nesting  in  the  same  area  is  I 
unlikely.  Whether  the  loss  ofl 
the  birds  occurs  from  a| 
direct  disturbance  or  an  in-| 
direct  loss  of  habitat,  the  ef-| 
feet  will  be  the  same.  The| 
birds  will  be  gone  and  the| 
community  poorer  for  it. 

“I  might  point  out,  as  I| 
am  sure  others  have,  that) 
many  options  other  that| 
development  are  available  to  j 
the  owners— even  if  they 
have  the  most  to  gain  from 
development.  After  in- 
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Urnnfeline  Hirh  Club 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  17  - 

Tyngsboro  and  vicinity  for  Bluebirds  and  other  local 
nesting  species.  Morning. 

Meet  at  intersection  of  Rte.  3  and  Rte.  40  in  North 
Chelmsford  at  7:30 

Leader,  Mr.  Rusty  Gerrish  — 433-6219  (Pepperell) 


dependent  analysis  of  the| 
site  by  impartial  observers,  a 
direct  donation  of  sufficient 
buffer  areas  to  the  State  or  a 
group  like  the  Nature  Con¬ 
servancy  may  not  onlyvpro- 
tect  the  heronry  but  also  I 
provide  a  handsome  tax 
write-off  for  the  donors. 
The  public  prestige  for  their 
environmental  sensitivity 
can’t  help  but  be  welcome.” 
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On  August  12,  1984  while  President  of  NABS 
had  the  great  pleasure  of  going  on  Larry 
Zelany’s  trail.  As  he  is  the  Founder  of 
our  wonderful  society,  it  was  a  wonderful 
experience  seeing  him  monitor  his  boxes. 


Sialia,  Autumn  1984 


BLUEBIRD 

EXPRESS 


SIALIA  welcomes  the  correspondence 
of  its  membership.  Bluebird  Express 
should  become  a  forum  for  all  who  are 
interested  in  communicating  their  ideas 
and  actions  concerning  bluebird  conser¬ 
vation.  We  will  attempt  to  publish  a  wide 
range  of  views  in  a  responsible  manner. 
Keep  your  letters  coming ! 
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The  following  letter  was  received  by 
NABS’  Recording  Secretary,  Mark 
Raabe,  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Herefordshire  Ornithological  Club  in 
England. 

Dear  Mr.  Raabe, 

I  thought  you  would  like  to  know  how 
interested  and  delighted  we  were  to 
hear  from  W.M.  Condry  of  your  bluebird 
society. 

Mr.  Condry  is  an  old  friend  of  our 
club  and  has  spoken  to  us  on  several 
occasions.  In  the  field  he  has  guided 
[us]  round  his  Welsh  Nature  Reserve 
and  given  us  the  benefit  of  his  great 
knowledge. 

When  I  told  our  members  that  he 
was  speaking  on  an  American  bird, 
groans  all  round!  They  could  scarcely 
believe  their  ears.  One  evening,  one 
bird,  impossible. 

Need  I  say  how  the  “tables  were 
turned”  and  how  fascinated  we  were 
on  hearing  of  this  amazingly  beautiful 
little  creature.  He  told  us  of  the  trail  of 
nest  boxes  and  showed  us  a  copy  of 
Sialia.  We  saw  slides  of  the  bluebird 
which  helped  us  appreciate  your  love 
and  dedication. 

Our  Club  was  founded  in  1951  and 
has  450  members.  A  few  are  ringers 
[banders]  and  some  manage  nest 
boxes,  but  most  members  just  enjoy 
the  birds.  Birdwatching  is  very  popular. 

I  love  it  and  go  out  almost  every  day 
with  my  binoculars. 

We  really  do  admire  what  you  do  for 
the  bluebirds,  and  are  most  grateful  to 
Bill  Condry  for  telling  us  about  them, 
and  you. 

Josephine  Bromley 


The  Newspaper  of  Mid  -  Wales 

Bird  talk  for 
country  lovers 


The  annual  dinner  of 
I  the  Montgomery  branch 
I  of  the  Council  for  the  Pro¬ 
jection  of  Rural  Wales,  at 
iGregynog,  Tregynog,  near 
I  Newtown,  was  attended 
|  by  60  people. 

The  chairman,  Major  E. 
|H.  C.  Davies,  spoke 
I  briefly  on  the  aims  of 
I  C.P.R.W.  —  to  protect  the 
(countryside  of  Wales. 
(Changes  would  take 
I  place,  out  it  was  impor¬ 
tant  that  these  were  made 
without  destroying  the 
countryside  for  those  who 
|  would  later  come  to  live  in 
and  enjoy  it,  he  said. 

He  said  that  they 
j  sought  and  aimed  to  put 
forward  reasonable  and 
well-thought-out  propo¬ 
sals.  He  appealed  to  all 
who  were  glad  to  live  in 
Montgomery  to  becbme 
members  and  support  the 
activities  of  the  branch. 
He  then  introduced  the 
guest  speaker,  Mr  Wil¬ 
liam  Condry,  Eglwysfach, 
a  well-known  naturalist, 
broadcaster  and  writer  on 
nature  subjects  in  Wales. 

On  this  occasion,  his 
talk  was  on  the  blue  birds 
of  America,  in  which  be 
became  interested  after 
being  invited,  a  few  years 


ago,  to  speak  at  a  confer¬ 
ence  of  the^North  Amcri- 1 
ean  -Blue  E 


eiety  in  [ 

Massachusetts.-/!^/ 6  1 

The  birds,  known  by  the  | 
early  settlers  as  blue 
robins,  from  their  colour¬ 
ing,  are  now  less  common 
as  land  is  cleared  and 
they  lose  their  old  breed¬ 
ing  grounds  of  holes  in 
trees  and  wooden  posts. 
They  are  also  at  the 
mercy  of  starlings,  spar¬ 
rows  and  wrens,  and 
efforts  are  being  made  to 
help  them  by  providing 
safe  nesting  boxes.  Blue 
bird  trails  —  in  one  case 
over  1,500  miles  long  — 
are  laid  out  and  main¬ 
tained  by  voluntary 
effort. 

The  three  main  species 
of  blue  birds  today  are  in 
the  eastern  States,  the 
western  States,  in  the 
north-west  and  in  Cana¬ 
da.  Mr  Condry  illustrated 
his  talk  with  colour  slides, 
some  of  great  detail, 
specially  provided  for  the 
occasion  by  the  North 
American  Blue  Bird  Soc¬ 
iety. 

The  branch  president, 
Mr  R.  Noel  Jerman,  of 
Kerry,  thanked  Mr  Con¬ 
dry  for  his  talk. 


North  American  Bluebird  Society,  Inc. 

Box  6295 

Silver  Spring,  MD  20906-0295 
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ilkile  a  dinecLon  of,  A  ASS  S  met  bill  wko  came  to  Aee 
bLuebindn  on  mtj  pnopenty  back  in  /jS/,  We've  had  Aome 
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lluebird  society  to  meet  here 

The  seventh  annual  convention  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  will  be  held  Friday  through  Sunday  a£ 
Jackson’s  Holiday  Inn  North.  The  convention,  sponsored 
by  the  Jackson  Audubon  Society,  is  part  of  an  internation¬ 
al  effort  to  save  the  bluebird.  Convention  programs  will 
focus  on  bluebird  studies  across  the  state  and  wildlife 
studies  in  China.  For  reservations  write  the  Jackson  Au¬ 
dubon  Society  at  P.O.  Box  12157,  Jackson,  Miss.  39211. 
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Seventh  Annual  Meeting 

NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 
Holiday  Inn  North,  Jackson,  Mississippi 
October  12, 13,  &  14, 1984 


The  North  American  Bluebird  Society  invites  you  to  attend  its  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  to  be  held  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  North  in  Jackson,  Mississippi,  from  Friday,  October  12  to  Sunday,  October  14,  1984. 

Registration  will  be  Friday  evening  and  Saturday  morning  until  9  o’clock,  at  which  time  the  program  be- 1 
gins,  ending  the  day  with  the  annual  banquet,  which  we  are  sure  you  will  want  to  attend.  Three  excellent 
field  trips  for  you  to  choose  from  will  be  carried  out  Sunday  morning  at  8  o’clock,  after  which  the  convention 
will  close. 

Programming  is  still  in  the  planning  stage,  but  the  following  are  confirmed  speakers  and  participants: 

•George  Hurst,  former  Board  member  of  NABS  and  current  Professor,  Dept,  of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries  at 
Mississippi  State  University,  will  discuss,  with  slides,  the  “Use  of  Nesting  Boxes  on  Young  Loblolly 
Pine  Plantations”.  His  study  embraces  the  last  seven  years  of  investigation. 

•Judy  Toups,  of  Gulfport,  Mississippi,  national  leader  in  the  Least  Tern  Program,  will  tell  about  the  now 
famous  Mississippi  Tern  Program  being  carried  out  along  the  coastal  highway  between  Gulfport  and 
Biloxi,  Mississippi.  Roger  Tory  Peterson  flew  to  Mississippi  in  1983  to  call  upon  Judy  for  the  complete 
story  of  the  program. 

•A  panel  of  active  Mississippi  bluebird  trail  blazer  landlords  will  tell  about  bluebirding  across 
Mississippi,  with  very  special  observations  and  personal  experiences. 

•A  bluebird  movie  will  be  a  special  treat  by  Bill  Turcotte,  “Dean  of  Wildlife”  in  Mississippi. 

•Dr.  Larry  Zeleny,  founder  of  NABS  and  author  of  The  Bluebird,  and  Reber  Layton,  Chairman  of  the 
Jackson  Bluebird  Project  and  author  of  The  Purple  Martin,  will  share  a  discussion  on  bluebirds  and 
Purple  Martins. 

•Our  banquet  speaker,  of  national  and  international  stature,  Dr.  James  Lazell,  will  be  just  back  from  his 
latest  venture  into  the  wetlands  of  China  and  will  have  slides  of  wildlife  not  seen  before  to  add  to  his 
unusual  slide  collection  of  endangered  species  across  the  globe. 

•A  presentation  from  Alberta,  Canada  will  be  made. 

•A  presentation  from  John  Judy,  of  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  will  be  made. 

•The  regular  business  session  will  be  chaired  by  NABS  president,  Lillian  Lund  Files,  of  Tyngsboro, 

Massachusetts. 

Camping  facilities  are  available  about  15  minutes  away  from  the  convention  center,  at  the  Timberlake 
[Campground  on  the  Barnett  Reservoir,  for  those  interested.  Detailed  information  can  be  procured  by  writing 
to:  Timberlake  Campground,  100  Timberlake  Road,  Brandon,  Mississippi  39042;  telephone  (601)  992-9100. 
Campers  can  reserve  meals  on  this  form  for  the  Holiday  Inn  North. 

A  highlight  of  the  convention  will  be  the  exhibition  room  where  bluebirders  from  many  places  will  show 
and  tell  about  bluebirds  and  where  a  bird  carving  craftsman,  from  the  Mississippi  Craftsman’s  Guild,  will  be 
at  work  throughout  the  day.  Wildlife  art  will  be  a  focal  point  throughout  the  convention  and  a  complete 
bluebird  accessory  table  will  offer  items  that  bluebirders  have  been  looking  for  to  make  their  trails  com¬ 
plete. 

There  will  be  an  individual  registration  fee  for  the  meeting  of  $10,  or  $15  per  couple,  will  be  collected  at 

the  time  of  registration. 

For  30%  discount  on  airfare,  call  DELTA  Air  Lines,  toll-free  at  1-800-241-6760,  continental  US; 
1-800-282-8536,  Georgia  only,  between  9:00  am  and  8:00  pm  Eastern  Time. 

Please  complete  the  reservation  request  below  for  those  items  you  wish  from  the  convention  and  mail 
it  to  the  Holiday  Inn  North  according  to  the  directions  on  the  reservation  form. 
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Sialia,  Autumn  1984 


Presidential  Points 


Lillian  Lund  Files 


As  your  outgoing  President  I  can 
truly  say  I’ve  had  a  most  enjoy¬ 
able  year  working  with  NABS.  This 
organization  through  its  members  is 
doing  a  fantastic  job  for  bluebird  con¬ 
servation  and  the  results  are  getting 
better  all  the  time. 

Since  1978  many  excellent  sug¬ 
gestions  have  been  made  in  Sialia  pro¬ 
moting  bluebird  conservation;  I 
encourage  all  of  our  readers  to  write 
and  give  us  their  ideas. 


I  have  had  bluebirds  on  my  prop¬ 
erty  for  more  than  36  years  which  is  al¬ 
most  unheard  of  in  Massachusetts. 
Folks  in  my  state  come  “out  of  the 
woodwork”  when  they  know  you  have 
bluebirds.  My  phone  nearly  jangles  off 
the  hook  every  April  with  the  familiar 
question,  “Have  they  come  yet?”  Listed 
below  are  some  of  the  ways  I  have 
successfully  promoted  bluebirds. 

I  have  given  over  100  lectures 
throughout  New  England  to  bird  soci¬ 
eties,  garden  and  womens’  clubs,  his¬ 
torical  societies,  boy  and  girl  scout 
troops,  schools,  libraries,  nature,  wild¬ 
life  and  Audubon  groups,  senior  citi¬ 
zens  and  community  clubs,  Appa¬ 
lachian  Mountain  Club  meetings  and 
even  to  the  residents  of  a  campground. 
At  these  lectures  I  always  encourage 
people  to  register  for  a  free  copy  of 
Sialia. 

I  started  a  “Save  the  Bluebird 
Committee”  in  our  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  consisting  of  eight  members 
who  had  a  lot  of  fun  constructing  542 
boxes  for  our  trail. 

I  write  articles  for  newspapers  and 
magazines.  The  County  Extension 
Service  Program  conducted  a  one-half 
hour  radio  interview  which  included  my 
telephone  number  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.  Massachusetts  Wildlife  used  the 


NABS  public  service  announcement 
30-second  tape  on  a  few  television 
stations.  I  ask  permission  to  erect 
boxes  on  the  grounds  of  historical 
homes  and  also  leave  brochures  at  the 
admission  desk.  Contact  estate  care¬ 
takers  (some  states  have  special 
organizations  for  these  folks).  Interest 
them  in  putting  up  bluebird  boxes  for 
they  usually  have  excellent  habitat.  I 
have  also  had  success  in  placing 
boxes  on  the  grounds  of  local  monas- 
taries  which  usually  contain  fine  blue¬ 
bird  habitat. 

During  your  travels  leave  bro¬ 
chures  in  libraries.  Personnel  are 
usually  delighted  with  them  and  will 
often  put  them  on  bulletin  boards.  I 
also  place  a  magnetic  sign  on  my  car. 


Usually  I  have  two  or  three  pairs 
of  nesting  bluebirds  on  my  property  so 
that  at  lectures  I  encourage  listeners 
to  come  and  see  the  bluebirds.  Some 
always  take  me  up  on  this  invitation 
which  is  a  great  way  to  get  folks  inter¬ 
ested  in  putting  up  boxes.  At  that  time 
you  can  provide  a  lesson  in  monitor¬ 
ing  boxes.  Encouraging  bird  societies 
to  have  a  spring  bird  walk  on  your  blue¬ 
bird  trail  can  also  be  effective. 


All  bluebirders  must  feel  like  "one 
of  the  chosen  ones”  when  we  are  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  have  nesting  blue¬ 
birds  on  our  own  property,  but  I  also 
feel  as  if  we  are  godparents  to  all  blue¬ 
birds  wherever  they  are  in  giving  them 
such  much  needed  loving  attention. 
We  should  feel  like  a  “Johnny  Apple- 
seed”  spreading  the  word  on  how  to 
bring  back  the  bluebird.  ■ 
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by  other  native  cavity  nesters,  most 
notable  of  these  was  the  one  used  by 
a  Prothonotary  Warbler;  the  NABS 
booth,  monitored  by  Priscilla  Kingston; 
the  NABS  scrapbook,  assembled  by 
Dottie  Foy;  Ray  and  Clara  Brinser’s 


supply  of  “Bluebird  diet,”  and  the 
kiosk  set  up  by  Bryan  Shantz  depict¬ 
ing  the  legendary  Ellis’  Bird  Farm. 
Winnie  Ellis  was  present  thereby  add¬ 
ing  a  special  note.  ■ 


Thank  You,  Volunteers! 


When  the  North  American  Blue¬ 
bird  Society  was  founded  in  1978,  there 
were  many  generous  persons  ready  to 
help  the  new  organization  hatch  and 
fledge.  Since  that  time,  people  have 
continued  to  furnish  support  for  the 
Society’s  activities  in  many  ways.  Re¬ 
cruiting  new  members  is  one  way. 
There  is  a  vast  network  of  people  at¬ 
tracting  new  members  through  casual 
conversation  and  gift  memberships. 
Across  the  continent,  like  so  many  par¬ 
ent  bluebirds,  are  the  members  of  the 
NABS’  Speakers’  Bureau  giving  sus¬ 
tenance  to  the  Society  by  providing  in¬ 
formation  and  feeding  in  a  constant 
flow  of  new  members.  Although  these 
speakers  are  too  numerous  to  list  here, 
the  Society  could  not  do  without  them 
any  more  than  baby  bluebirds  coutd  do 
without  insects. 

The  past  and  present  officers  and 
members  of  the  board  are  another 
group  of  individuals  who  are  a  great 
asset  to  the  Society.  They  search  for 
funding  for  major  research  and  educa¬ 
tional  projects  and  attend  far-flung 
board  meetings.  Remarkable  among 
this  year’s  efforts  were  the  following: 
Anne  Sturm,  NABS’  Past-President, 
Former  Secretary  and  Board  Member 
who  worked  on  the  Awards  Committee, 
the  Development  Committee,  and  the 
Film  Committee.  Anne  also  recruited 
Nelson  Hoye,  who  gave  NABS  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  his  consulting  experience  on  the 
Film  Committee.  Dottie  Foy  sur¬ 
mounted  many  difficulties  as  NABS’ 
first  Historian.  One  result  of  her  labors 
is  a  travelling  scrapbook.  Other  Board 
Members  generously  lent  their  exper¬ 
tise  above  and  beyond  the  minimum  re¬ 
quired.  Out-going  President.  Lillian 
Files,  did  an  outstanding  job  of  deaL- 
Tng  with  a  number  of  knotty  problems 
during  her  term  of  office.  As  a  special 
way  of  saying  thank  you,  we  are  print¬ 
ing  below  a  poem  submitt ed  by  Margery 
Knisley,  a  friend  and  neighbor  of  Lil’s. 

The  Bluebird’s  Song  in  March 

Over  the  meadow  and  through  the  wood 
To  Lillian’s  place  I’ll  fly. 


My  heart  know  the  way, 

Wing  north  today 
Through  cloudy  or  sunny  sky. 

Over  the  meadow  and  through  the  wood 
Oh,  how  the  wind  doth  blow. 

It  quickens  the  pulse, 

And  chills  the  house 
But  it’s  on  to  Tyngsboro. 

Over  the  meadow  and  through  the  wood 
“Windswept  Acres”  is  nigh. 

The  collies  await  us, 

The  flag  is  unfurled 
My  favorite  box  I  spy. 

Over  the  meadow  and  through  the  wood 
Nesting  again  in  style. 

She  waits  on  The  Hill, 

Oh,  hear  us  all  trill, 

Three  cheers  for  Lillian  Files! 

The  Annual  Meeting  is  the  work  of 
volunteers— this  year’s  Grand  Marshall 
was  Reber  Layton,  Board  Member  from 
Jackson,  MS.  He  received  assistance 
from  Nancy  Grenfell,  JAS  President 
and  Sally  Hathorn  of  the  Hospitality 
Committee.  Indeed,  many  of  JAS’  com¬ 
mittees  were  helpful  to  him. 

NABS  members  who  take  the  time 
to  keep  records  of  their  nesting  suc¬ 
cesses  and  failures  and  then  turn  them 
in  by  the  requested  deadline  are  also 
helping  the  Society. 

Editor  Jo  Solem  appreciates  the 
continued  assistance  of  special  vol¬ 
unteers.  For  their  excellent  work  and 
dependability  Art  Editor  Richard  L. 
Woodward  and  “Plantings”  author, 
Karen  Blackburn,  deserve  special  com¬ 
mendation.  Marian  McGrath,  Tedd 
Gutzke,  and  Larry  Zeleny  continue  to 
provide  valuable  advice  and  assis¬ 
tance. 

NABS  operates  on  a  day-to-day 
basis  by  sending  out  direct  mail,  re¬ 
ceiving  a  large  number  of  requests  for 
bluebird  information,  and  filling  orders 
for  the  bluebird  books,  nesting  boxes, 
and  collectibles  which  are  largely  un¬ 
available  elsewhere.  On  a  quarterly 
basis  the  regular  volunteers  are  joined 
by  others  who  stuff  the  current  Sialia 
and  its  inserts  into  envelopes  for  mail¬ 
ing. 
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Thank  you  for  your  nice  letter.  I  do  enjoy  serving  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  NABS.  Sometimes  I  feel  I  should  spend 
much  more  time  with  its  activities  because  I  do  so  believe 
in  its  goals  and  I  agree  with  you  that  we  have  dedicated 
people  who  are  fun  to  work  with  in  Mary,  Larry  and  Chuck, 

I  think  you  did  a  terrific  job  this  year  and  wish  you  were 
going  to  remain  for  at  least  another  year.  But  I  under¬ 
stand  many  other  things  have  to  be  considered  in  our 
decision  making.  I  did  enjoy  seeing  you  at  the  meetings 
and  hope  to  work  with  you  again.  I  did  miss  the  Jackson 
trip  but  have  made  firm  plans  to  be  in  Canada — I  am  really 
looking  forward  to  that,  I  will  no  longer  be  President 
of  MOS  by  that  time  so  I  am  going  to  take  some  extra  time 
off.  I  love  birding  in  Canada. 

The  happiest  of  holidays  to  you  and  your  family 

Martha  Chestem 

10850  Faulkner  Ridge  Cr 

Columbia,  MD  21044 

P.S.  Reading  over  the  above,  I  think  I  did  not  express  firmly 
enough  how  much  you  contributed  to  the  organization  over 
the  last  year  and  sometimes,  I  know,  it  was  not  easy — 
you  helped  NABS  over  some  bumpy  times. 
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caterpillers  as  their  young  grow  and  get  their  juvenile  plumage. 
When  the  nestlings  finally  fledge  and  begin  a  life  of  their  own, 
the  busy  parents  almost  immediately  start  a  second  nest.  Their 
success  is  thwarted  only  by  lack  of  natural  nesting  cavities  and 
severe  competition  with  starlings  and  house  sparrows.  To  offset 
the  bluebird  population  losses,  children  and  adults  work  to  bring 
back  the  bluebird  by  putting  up  nest  boxes  and  controlling  non¬ 
native  starling  and  sparrow  competition.  Here  is  a  modern  day 
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While  President  of  NABS  in  1984,  I  introduced  Walter  Berlet  of  Jackson, 
Michigan  to  our  Board  of  Directors  at  our  annual  meeting  in  Jackson, 
Mississippi  to  see  a  small  film  clip  of  bluebirds.  The  Board  was  very- 
impressed  with  Walter’s  work  and  as  a  result  he  will  be  endorsing  NABS 
in  his  Bluebird  film  in  1985* 


Bluebirds  Outfox  a  Hawk 


Lillian  Lund  Files 


One  Sunday  morning  in 
August  1979,  four  bluebird  nest¬ 
lings  were  ready  to  fledge.  Around 
7:00  a.m.  I  heard  the  familiar  chirp¬ 
ing  noise  of  the  parents  trying  to 
entice  their  young  out  of  the  nest. 
About  8:00  a.m.  I  went  to  investi¬ 
gate  this  nesting  box  just  outside 
my  kitchen  door  and  saw  that  one 
nestling  had  already  “flown  the 
coop.”  Because  I  was  preparing 
for  a  luncheon  party  that  day,  I 
knew  I  would  not  have  the  time  to 
monitor  the  fledging  process  as  I 
normally  love  to  do. 

While  working  in  the  kitchen 
around  11:30  a.m.  I  noticed  a  dead 
silence  in  the  field  and  thought 
perhaps  the  other  three  nestlings 
had  fledged.  I  went  outside  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  box  again,  expecting 
to  see  an  empty  nest,  but  was 
amazed  to  see  the  three  nestlings 
still  inside.  I  closed  the  box  gently 
and  stepped  back,  perplexed.  I 
happened  to  look  up  at  my  flag¬ 
pole  (which  is  only  30  feet  from 
the  bluebird  box);  there  sat  a  hawk 
watching  the  box.  Naturally,  I 
chased  the  hawk  around  the  field 


until  it  finally  left. 

By  this  time  my  guests  were 
arriving  and  I  was  torn  between  my 
concern  for  the  bluebirds  and  my 
guests.  I  tried  to  keep  an  eye  on 
the  box  off  and  on  all  afternoon.  I 
noticed  that  the  three  remaining 
nestlings  had  never  been  so  well 
fed.  The  parents  were  stuffing 
them  instead  of  restricting  their 
food  as  they  would  normally  do  on 
fledging  day.  They  apparently  did 
not  want  their  young  to  come  out 
of  the  box  while  the  hawk  was  in 
the  vicinity.  The  one  bird  which 
had  fledged  sat  in  a  nearby  tree. 
She  was  also  getting  her  share  of 
food.  The  balance  of  the  clutch 
did  not  fledge  that  day. 

On  Monday  I  was  up  at  dawn 
to  watch  the  box.  No  hawk  was 
around  so  the  adults  successfully 
enticed  their  three  remaining  off¬ 
spring  out  of  the  nest  by  11:00  a.m. 

The  actions  of  the  adults 
demonstrate  the  adaptibility  of 
which  bluebirds  are  capable  in 
order  to  protect  their  young.  ■ 

Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


CONSERVATION 

EDUCATION 

RESEARCH 


MASSACHUSETTS  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

LINCOLN,  MASSACHUSETTS  01773  •  TEL.  617-259-9500 


December  21,  1984 


Lil  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Lil, 


The  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  is  preparing  to  publish  the 
MASSACHUSETTS  BREEDING  BIRD  ATLAS.  A  fine  volume  is  being  planned, 
one  that  we  believe  will  fit  the  tradition  of  the  books  of  Forbush, 
Griscom,  and  others  whose  published  works  have  served  well  to 
record  the  history  of  Massachusetts'  birds. 

As  you  probably  know,  there  were  many  contributors  to  this  compre¬ 
hensive  study  of  the  birds  that  nest  in  our  state,  carried  out 
from  1974  to  1978  under  the  auspices  of  the  society  and  the 
Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife.  All  that  labor¬ 
iously  gathered  information  has  now  been  placed  on  computerized 
distribution  maps.  In  the  atlas,  each  map  of  a  given  nesting 
species  will  be  accompanied  by  a  written  account  that  briefly 
describes  its  status  and  breeding  biology.  The  attached  page 
demonstrates  the  general  format  of  the  species  accounts. 

In  order  that  the  published  atlas  will  reflect  not  only  the  field 
work  but  also  the  written  words  of  as  many  birdwatchers  in 
Massachusetts  as  possible,  we  are  inviting  some  of  the  more  active 
birders  to  help  in  writing  these  species  accounts.  We  hope  that 
you  will  be  one  of  the  authors  and  will  write  an  account  for  the 
species  listed  at  the  end  of  this  letter. 

These  species  summaries  will  be  brief  -  approximately  350  to  400 
words.  In  addition  to  the  atlas  map,  you  will  be  given  a  specific 
outline  to  follow.  Your  name,  as  author,  will  be  printed  at  the 
end  of  the  species  account.  Naturally  we  will  assume  editorial 
responsibility  for  format,  consisjts^y.  and  accuracy.  We  will 
need  this  material  in  hand  by(^larchl0th%  If  you  have  any  questions, 
please  call  Richard  Forster  at^-5-9-9-5-0-e-T  May  we  have  your  response 
before  January  10th? 


The  species  assigned  to  you: 

Tree  Swallow 
Eastern  Bluebird 


Thank  you, 


James  Baird,  Director 
Conservation  Department 
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P)aa,  gan  Peence 
370  beachmont  pAive 
l\eu>  ; Pochette j  /V.y.  1080b 

Deem  PIaa*  Peence, 

So  Aonny  to  keaA  about.  youn  hunband  and  winh  to  extend 
my.  condolenceA  tn  behalf  of.  the.  Month  Amenican  bluebind  Soctety , 
Have  youA  husband' a  AecoAdtny  n Bluebind  of  HappineAA '  tn 
my  necond  coldectton  whtch  haA  ytven  me  ao  much  pleaAune •  St 
waA  ntce  to  he  an  oveA  the  neivA  media  JLaAt  evening,  that  it  waA 
one  of  hiA  moAt  poputcjn  necoAcU We  alt  appneciated  youn  veny 
n-cce  letten  to  oua  Aociety  Aent  Aent  ua  in  hlanch  of  thiA  yean, 

3 hiA  iA  to  Let  you  know  that  many  thoughts  one  with  you 
at  thiA  time, 

With  Aincene  Aympathy, 

Month 
Lit  J. 


iteAj  Pa  At  Pnenident  ( /  ^8h) 


,  a  st// A/y//zex,A,e 
/uotifa  /i?u/ e^iteAAicy/i 
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§neen  Bnian  N  atone  Qenten  f  ■■ 

6  Dincoveny  Hill 
f^ant  Sandwich,  (haAA*  02$ 37 

Aitl  fan*  Hobent  filcfllaAtenA,  Dinecton 

u-  ..  ft’: 

Dean  Pin*  flcfiaAieAA,  '  j 

St  given  me  gneat  pleaAune  to  of  fen  oun  hzaAtJLe.lt  congnatula- 
tioriA  to  the.  §neen  Bnian  N atone  Qenten  on  the.  in  choice,  of  the.  Blue- 
bind  an  the  La  1 9  85  "Bind  of  the  Sean!**  We  one  veny  pleaned  to  head 
thin*  '•*  ■■■: 

.  vs  J 

J he  bluebind  in  in  gneat  need  of.  human  help  which  oua  inten- 
national  ong  animation  han  been  veny  i/iAtnumental  in  acf^^j^JUng 
nince  it  wqa  fonmed  in  137 8*  Aa  a  nenident  of  PiaAnachiAeitn  S’ ve 
been  veny  much  intencAted  in  a  betten  combach  in  the  (fape  anecu  St 
would  be  veny  beneficial  to  youn  natunje  centen  to  have  a  veny  in¬ 
fo  Amative  bluebind  pnognam  thin  coming,  winten  on  npning  which  Sfd  be 
mane  than  happy  to  do •  linden  Aepanate  coven  we  cue  tending  you  a 

■  •  •  j 

few  compliment  any  copieA  of  oua  (piantenly  jounnal  -  Sinlixu 

Since.  flaAAachuAettA  in  Jhoneau  countny,  you  might  be  inteneAted 
to  know  that  Henny  David  Jhoneau  mentioned  the  bluebind  4?  timeA  in 
him  gouAnaln,  Jhe  mo  At  populan  quote,  of  counAe,  in  "Jhe  bluebind 
coAnieA  the  /hy  on  Ha  bach ",  Sn  cloAing,  S' d  Like  to  nhane  a  favon- 
ite  of  mine  that  all  " B  lueb  indenn"  can  nelate  to  - 

"PleaAune  youn  health  by  youn  Aympathu  with  manning  and  npning* 

Sf  ihene  in  no  nenponne  in  you  to  the  awakening  of  natune,  if 
the  pnopAect  of  an  eanly  monning  walk  doeA  not  baninh  nleep, 
if  Ike  wanble  of  the  find  bluebind  doen  not  thnill  you,  - 

know  that  the  monrung  and  Apning  of  youn  life  one  pantl  Jhun 

may  you  feel  youn  pulne,  "  Jeb,  25 ,  /859 

Sincenely, 


Lit  JileA,  ? nenident 


GREEN  BRIAR  NATURE  CENTER 
THORNTON  W.  BURGESS  MUSEUM 
POST  OFFICE  BOX  972 

SANDWICH  -  CAPE  COD  -  MASSACHUSETTS  02563 


December  20,  1984 


Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Lillian: 

We  are  all  pleased  and  excited  that  you  will  be  presenting  your  program  at 
our  Annual  Meeting  on  February  1.  It  will  give  our  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
bluebird  in  1985  a  real  boost. 

As  we  discussed,  the  Meeting  begins  at  7:30PM  at  the  Sandwich  Elementary 
School,  route  130,  in  Sandwich.  Coming  down  route  6  from  the  Sagamore  Bridge, 
take  exit  2  for  Sandwich  and  Mashpee.  Turn  left  at  the  end  of  the  exit  ramp 
and  follow  rte.  130  for  less  than  a  mile.  Sandwich  Elementary  School  will  be 
on  your  right.  The  auditorium  is  the  last  entrance  on  the  left  as  you  face 
the  building.  I  will  be  there  by  6:45PM  to  get  things  set  up. 

The  school  provides  us  with  a  screen,  projection  stand,  extension  cord  and 
microphone.  There  will  also  be  a  back-up  projector  although  I  believe  you 
said  you  would  bring  your  own. 

As  you  might  expect,  the  Annual  Meeting  will  involve  a  series  of  business 
agenda  items,  possibly  a  short  slide  presentation  about  the  past  year,  and 
brief  election  of  officers.  Your  program  will  likely  be  the  last  item  on 
the  agenda  and  will  probably  not  begin  any  earlier  than  8:30PM.  We  can 
expect  anywhere  from  200  to  350  at  this  meeting  and  I  know  interest  in  your 
presentation  will  be  high. 

I  will  have  a  check  for  you  in  the  amount  of  $50  per  our  conversation. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  our  Winter  Program  Schedule  to  give  you  an  idea  about 
how  we  promote  our  programs  to  our  members. 

Please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  me  at  888-6870  or  to  visit  me  at  Green  Briar 
(weekdays  or  Saturdays  between  9  and  4  are  the  best  times)  if  there  are  any 
questions  or  problems. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  meeting  you  on  the  first  of  February  or  sooner! 


Director,  Green  Briar 
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Happy  73  th  Anniversary, 

Peter  Rabbit  and  "Old  Mother  West 
Wind,"  first  published  in  1910. 


Peten  Rabbit  inom  the.  Dean  Old  Solan. 

Patch.  celebnateA  hd  7  5  th  blnthday  dunlng 
1985.  Intnoduced  In  1910  with,  the  iiAAl 
publication  oi  the  BungeAA  animal  AlonleA 
ion.  chlldn.cn ,  OLD  MOTHER  VEST  WINV,  Peten 
nemalnA  the  mo  At  loved  oi  all  the  BungeAA 
animal  intend a. 

ThlA  deltghtiul,  new ,  dated  plate  In 
the  Gneen  Bnlan  SenleA  ieatuneA  Peten 
Rabbit  jumping  ion.  joy  with  hlt>  animal 
intends  oa  they  dance  anound  the  old 
A  tump  In  the  Bnlan.  Patch. 

AntlAtA  Hina  Sutton  and  Alvin  A. 

While  have  given  IhlA  veny  a  pedal  plate 
many  extna  details.  Each  Amalt  animal 
Ia  exqulAlte.  The  bonden  haA  two  twlAled 
ApnayA  oi  bnlanA  and  the  plate  name  Inlnlcalely 
wonked  In  onnamental  lettering  nepneAentlng  bnancheA. 


P.PJ  350 


Limited  to  5000  dated  plateA  ...  4000  Coppen  Blue  1000  Clean 


u 


The  pntce  oi  IhlA  limited  edition  cup  plate  Ia  $6.50  pluA  $1.50  poAlage  ion. 
mall  onden.  PoAlage  ion  each  additional  plate ,  7 5t. 

PETER  RABBIT'S  PARTY  CUP  PLATE  will  first  be  introduced  to  members  of  the  Thornton 
W.  Burgess  Society  at  the  Annual  Meeting  on  Friday,  February  1,  1985,  at  7:30  p.m. 
.in  the  Sandwich  Elementary  School,  Route  130,  Sandwich,  MA.  The  evening’s  program 
will  feature  Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society, 
and  her  slide  presentation  on  this  beautiful  songbird  and  efforts  to  promote  its 
return  to  the  area. 

WINTER  OPEN  HOUSE  to  welcome  the  new  cup  plate  will  be  held  at  the  Burgess  Museum, 

4  Water  Street,  Sandwich  Village,  on  Saturday,  February  2,  from  10  to  4  and  Sunday, 
February  3,  from  1  to  4.  The  Museum  will  remain  open  through  February  23rd. 
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(mail  order  form  on  reverse) 
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THORNTON  W.  BURGESS  SOCIETY 


Friday,  February  1,  7:30PM 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  T.W.  BURGESS 
SOCIETY  and  "Bring  Back  the  Bluebird" 


biueh  LT  over  1,500  members  and  friends  of  the  Society  voted  the  eastern 

effort  on  hXh  if  ? he.  Ye“  f°r  1985 *  This  P^gram  will  kick  off  our  conservation 
effort  on  behalf  of  the  bluebird.  Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North 

American  Bluebird  Society,  presents  a  lecture  and  slide  presentation  on  this 

beautiful  songbird,  the  decline  it  has  suffered  over  the  last  thirty  years  in  this 

region,  and  efforts  to  promote  its  return.  The  program  will  be  part  of  our  Annual 

meeting  and  the  occasion  for  the  introduction  of  the  new  "Peter  Rabbit’s  Party" 
cup  plate.  J 


Free  Admission  for  All 


Sandwich  Elementary  School 
Rte.  130,  Sandwich 


January  23,  1985  •  THE  VILLAGE  BROADSIDER 


Peter  Rabbit  design 


cup  plate  available 


- 
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“Happy  75th  Anniversary,  Peter 
Rabbit  and  ‘Old  Mother  West 
Wind, ’  first  published  in  1910.  ” 


Anniversary  cup  plate 
available  to  Society  * 
members  Feb.  1 


Peter  Rabbit  from  the  Old 
Briar  Patch  celebrates  his  75th 
birthday  during  1£85.  Introduced 
in  1910  with  the  first  publication 
of  the  Burgess  animal  stories, 
“Old  Mother  West  Wind,”  Peter 
remains  the  most  loved  of  all  the 
Burgess  animal  friends.  The 
limited  edition  anniversary  cup 
plate  —  Peter  Rabbit’s  party  — 
will  first  be  introduced  to 
members  of  the  Burgess  Society 
on  Feb.  1  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
Sandwich  Elementary  School. 
Sale  of  the  new  plate  will  follow 
the  Society’s  annual  meeting 
reports  and  a  special  program 
with  Lillian  Files,  past  president 


of  the  North  American  Bluebird 


Society,  and  her  slide  presenta- 
tion  on  this  songbird  and  efforts 
to  promote  its  return  to  the  area. 

The  new  plate  will  be 
available  to  all  during  winter 
open  house  at  the  Burgess 
Museum  on  Feb.  2  from  10  a.m. 
to  4  p.m.  The  Green  Briar 
Nature  Center  in  East  Sandwich 
will  also  be  open  for  sale  of  the 
new  plate  during  that  same 
weekend. 

The  year  1985  is  a  special  year 
for  the  society,  and  a  series  of 
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This  Peter  Rabbit  anniversary 
cup  plate  is  now  available. 
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events  have  been  planned 
throughout  the  year.  In 
celebrating  this  75th  anniver¬ 
sary,  the  society  praises  the 
author  Thornton  W.  Burgess,  his 
works  and  his  belief  in  nature  as 
the  universal  teacher. 
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Peter  Rabbit  birthday 
celebration  set 


Peter  Rabbit  celebrates  his  75th  birthday  during  1985!  In¬ 
troduced  in  1910  with  the  first  publication  of  the  Thornton  W. 
Burgess  animal  stories,  Old  Mother  West  Wind,  Peter 
remains  the  most  loved  of  all  the  Burgess  animal  friends.  The 
limited  edition  anniversary  cup  plate,  Peter  Rabbit’s  Party, 
will  first  be  introduced  to  members  of  the  society  on  Friday, 
February  1,  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Sandwich  Elementary  School, 
Route  130,  Sandwich.  Sale  of  the  new  plate  will  follow  the 
society’s  annual  meeting  reports  and  a  special  program  with 
Lilliam  Files,  past  president  of  Ihe  North  American  Bluebird 
Society. 

The  new  cup  plate  will  be  available  to  all  during  Winter 
Open  House  at  the  museum,  4  Water  Street,  Sandwich 
Village,  on  Saturday,  February  2  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  and 
Sunday,  February  3  from  1  to  4  p.m. 

1985  is  a  special  year  for  the  society  and  a  variety  of  events 
have  been  planned  throughout  the  year.  In  celebrating  this 
75th  anniversary,  the  society  praises  the  author  Thornton  W. 
Burgess,  his  works  and  his  belief  in  nature  as  the  universal 
teacher. 


GREEN  BRIAR  NATURE  CENTER 
THORNTON  W.  BURGESS  MUSEUM 
6  DISCOVERY  HILL  ROAD 


E.  SANDWICH  -  CAPE  COD  -  MASSACHUSETTS  02537 


April  16,  1985 


Dear  Lillian, 

As  you  requested,  here  is  the  photo 
of  your  presentation  to  Bob  McMaster  at 
our  February  annual  meeting. 

We  presently  have  50  to  60  bluebird 
boxes  up  and  have  just  started  monitoring 
them.  We  will  keep  you  posted  in  results 

Now  all  we  need  are  a  few  mopeds  to 
go  about  our  work  in  style! 


Sincerely 


Joan  DiPersio 
Society  Office 
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bv  Ur.  Shirt  Brunrll 

X! 


One  tiny  bluebird! 

[  One  caring  woman! 
Together  they  create  the  I 
magic  in  I  HEAR 
BLUEBIRDS— the  true 
I  story  of  love,  courage  | 
and  will  to  live. 

Shirl  Brunell.  al 
clin.cal  psychologist! 
with  her  own  courageousl 
life  story,  shares  with  usl 
her  moment-by-moment| 
I  battle  to  save  "Samson"  and  "Baby  Sister."  two  babyl 
I  bluebirds  who.  by  some  small  miracle,  survive  thel 
I  murderous  attack  of  a  group  of  sparrows.  One  day/ 
I  Baby  Sister  is  gone  but  Samson,  his  tiny  heart  strongj 
I  his  courage  great,  lives  on.  Alone  and  abandoned  ir 
|an  alien  world.  Samson  relies  on  the  caring  of  his  nev 
"mother"  for  food,  shelter,  and  friendship. 

I  HEAR  BLUEBIRDS  will  make  you  laugh  and 
cry.  but  most  of  all.  it  will  make  you  believe  in  the) 
eating  power  of  love. 

I  HEAR  BLUEBIRDS  will  live  in  the  hearts  ol| 


fynA.  cJL4-p  t  -Lq  n.  tn.  a  conTpkJMi 
copy.  of.  Aesi  book  to  me. 
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2 At  Shinl  BnuneLL 
R ou.te  7  -  Box  **5/ 

J  exank  ana,  Ank,  75502 


Deem  Shunl, 

?LLne  delight!  Jhank  you.  even,  no  mack  Ion  youn  moAt  pnecioun 
book  -  "k  ilecn  BluebincU' 5 oua  gift  in  tnuly  appnecuted  and  will 
alwagA  nemain  a  vena  Apecial  book  on  my  booknhelve ,  Holla  Atyle  in 
ne lading  youn  Atony  in  abAolately  wondenpul  -  enjoyed  all  the  de - 
tailA  ana  deAcniptionA.  krm  a  one  all  "BluebindeAn"  will  nelate  to 
goon  moAt  moving.  Atony  oa  k  have , 

having  had  my  own  inail  and  bluebindA  on  my  own  pnopenty  jLon. 
oven  jJ  yeaAA,  >  can  neally  identify  with  the  whole  involvement  Aucym^} 
oa  the  goyn,  pleanuneA ,  diAaAtenA,  appnehenAioriA  and  the  attackmentn,  * 
Hoa  centainly  have  a  gneat  plain  Lon  nelating  youn  whole  Atony  ao 
well,  St  mace  me  peel  enf  wqa  with  you  all  ike  way, 

Bound.  incidentA  in  youn  book  ao  coincidental  Auck  aA  my  having 
hno  collie  d.ogA  and  Apecial  Oak  J nee  whene  all  my  old  coILula  one 
bmiied,  had  a  Anake  in  my  own  living  noom  once ,  and  had  a  paAticulan- 
ly  bnave  male  blaebind  k  called  '  nince  Valiant,  linked  we  lived 


neanen.  to  each  othen  -  k'm  none  we  could,  exchange  ao  many  Atonies 

dope  k  get  the  chance  to  meet  you  maybe  at  oun  next,  annual  meeting 
in  lQuly  in  panada, 

S h ini,  k  humbly  apologise  pan  my  delay  in  wmtting  you,  Re¬ 
ceived  youn  book  junt  bepone  ike  holiday  nunh  and  had  Pjully  intend¬ 
ed  t o  bning  youn  book  along  with  me  on  a  CAOAA-countny  Aki  inip  up 
in  Venmont  often  the  kolidayn  but  poAgot  it  on  mg  deAk  at  home  to 


my  yAeat  dinapp ointment  believe  me.  Again  k  wink  to  thank  you  pom 
youn  moAt  appneciated  gift  and  let' a  hope  I985  bning  many  bluebindn. 
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Seen  fin,  Q  ante  a, 

Jh.ou-o.hvL  pejihapn  you.1 d  enj.oy  the.  en.cJ-OA.ecL  photo  op  Iaa,  Qcnteji 
and  youji  dauyhteA,  Amy,  taken  Aome  yecnn  ayo  at.  the  Shite  HouAe 
with,  the  Qam.p{LLA.e  Q-LaJa  called  the  h '8 lueb  LaiLa!' 

Shite  TneJiident  of  the  HoaLA  hmeAtc.cn  Bluebind  Society :,  J 
he  end  Aomewhejie  that  you  wene  LnteA.eA.ted.  Ln  blueblndn  and  had  put 
up  bluebind  neAtiny  boxeA  on  youn  fcvuru  Joutd  be  vejiy  inteA.eA.ted 
Ln  know  any  youn  AucceAA  Ln  attnactiruy  them* 

Since  you  Aeem  intejieAted  in  oua.  mo  At  populxui .  and  beautifut 
Aonyb Lnd,  Sr m  clLao  enctoAiny  oua.  NABSf  a  bAochune  with  neAt  box. 
plann  and  alno  a  copy  of  my  own,  Sf  you  d  be  intejieAted  in  a  mem - 
bennhip  in  oua.  Lntennationat  oAjyanLyation,  we  would,  love  to  make 
you  an  honoAxny  memben, 

kino,  an  a  f elbow  J honeojuv ion,  J  fm  enctoAiny  a  copy  of  youji 
veuiy  nice  letteji  that  wcla  pninted  in  the  Jhoneau  Society  Bulletin, 
Since  1  aAA.achuAe LLa  -La  Shone  au  country,  you  miyht  be  intejieAted  to 
know  that  Jenny  mentioned  the  bluebind  42  timen  in  hen  younnaln, 

Jhe  mont  populan  quote,  of  couAAe,  Ln  "She  bluebind  cannLeA  the  nky 
on  Ltn  back",  S-n  cloniny,  J1  d  Like  to  nhcuie  a  favonite  of  mine  that 
all  " Blueb  indenA"  can  nelate  to  - 

"tl  ermine  youji  health  by  youn.  Aympathy  with  moAniny  and  ApAuny, 
yf  thene  Ln  no  Aenponne  in  you  to  the  awakeniny  of  natune,  if 
the  pAOApect  of  an  eandy  monniny  walk  doejn  not  banLnh  nleep, 
if  the  wcnble  of  the  fLnnt  blueb  Lad  doen  not  thnill  uou 
know  that  the  monneny  and  Aq.nuiy  of  youn.  llhe  one  pant,  J  hun 

may  you  feel  youn  pulne,  "  ( Jebnuany  2J,  1 8 Si) 


Qnc , 


In  early  February  1985,  Lillian  Files,  a  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  So¬ 
ciety,  sent  a  letter  to  former  president  Jimmy  Carter.  She  had  read  that  he  was  interested  in 
bluebirds  and  had  put  up  nesting  boxes  on  his  farm,  so  she  wrote  to  inquire  if  he  had  had  any 
success  in  attracting  bluebirds. _ 


W> 


JIMMY  CARTER 


February  18,  1985 


To  Lil  Files 

Thank  you  for  your  very  nice  letter. 
Rosalynn  and  I  have  put  up  bluebird  nesting 
boxes  in  our  yard  and  have  had  some  success 
with  them.  We  share  your  appreciation  for 
this  beautiful  bird. 


I  am  glad  to  know  of  our  mutual  respect  for 
the  work  of  Henry  Thoreau.  Your  closing  quote 
is  also  one  of  my  favorites,  and  I  appreciate 
your  thoughtfulness  in  sharing  it  with  me. 

With  thanks  and  best  wishes. 

Sincerely, 


Lillian  Lund  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts 


01879 


JIMMY  CARTER 

75  SPRING  STREET,  S.  W. 

|  ATLANTA,  GEORGIA  303031 
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When  I  saw  in  the  NEW  YORK  TIMES  for  July 
14,  1983,  a  photograph  of  President  Jimmy 
Carter  sitting  on  the  porch  of  his  new  log 
cabin  in  Elli jay,  Georgia,  reading  a  co  py 
of  WALDEN,  I  wrote  him  saying  that  I  had  no¬ 
ticed  he  frequently  quoted  Thoreau  in  his 
speeches,  and  asked  if  he  had  a  particular 
interest  in  Thoreau.  His  kind  reply  is 
“rinted  above.  _ . _ 


's  .; 


r 

*  Wolte  Prlf  Sent  Wlth  letter  to  President  Carter.  Picture  taken  in 
the  -Bluebird".4  ^  **  re°el.Vin*  *  bluebird  b°* 
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More  signs  of  spring 


lift;  uiucuuus  nave  iciuiucu  t.0 

Tyngsboro.  The  star  magnolia  trees  at 
the  Arnold  Arboretum  will  bloom  this 
week.  And  in  the  sky  every  year  at  this 
time,  the  Big  Dipper  is  high  overhead. 
Style,  Page  Cl. 


Lillian  Files  with  her  Bluebird  box 


photo  by  Robert  Whittaker] 


TYNGSBORO  -  Spring  ar-l 
rived  right  on  time  this  year  on 
Scribner  Hill  and  Lillian  Files  I 
wasn’t  surprised. 

On  March  20,  the  morning  ofl 
the  vernal  equinox,  the  first  pair  I 
of  bluebirds  ended  their  annual 
northward  migration  to  alight 
on  a  pine  bluebird  box  in  her| 
back  held. 

“What’s  more  appropriate  for  I 
spring  than  the  bluebird  of 
happiness?”  says  Files,  past 
president  of  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Bluebird  Society  and  Tyng- 1 
sboro  Bird  Society. 

In  days  to  come,  Files,  who  I 
has  made  it  a  mission  to  bring 
the  vanishing  warbling  bird 
back  to  New  England,  will  hop 
on  her  moped  to  check  114  hand¬ 
made  bluebird  boxes  set  on 
fields  in  Tyngsboro  and  sur-| 
rounding  towns. 

By  early  May,  nests  will  be  I 
built  and  eggs  laid.  Some  14  days 
later,  the  first  clutch  of  the  year 
will  hatch.  Eighteen  days  after 
that,  the  young  birds  will  fledge.  [ 

The  signs  of  spring  are  subtle! 
at  first  Only  those  with  experi-| 
enced  eyes  know  how  to  look  out 
for  them.  Even  then,  the  fickle 
New  England  weather  can  set 
|  the  calendar  back.  Two  years 
ago,  a  March  18  storm  left  17 [ 
bluebirds  dead  on  Files’  trails. 


On  Scribner  Hill  in  Tyng- 
I  sboro,  in  sight  of  the  first  low 
hills  cf  New  Hampshire,  Files 
checks  each  day  for  the  return  of 
|  the  bluebirds. 

Once  the  tiny  bird  with  a  rust 
I  orange  breast  and  bright  blue 
back  was  as  common  as  the 
robin.  But  in  the  past  50  years, 
the  bird  has  fallen  victim  to  en¬ 
croaching  civilization  and  the 
more  aggressive  sparrows  and 
starlings.  Woodpecker  cavaties 
in  dead  trees,  once  bluebird 

i  nesting  places,  are  few  and  far 

hpfwppn 

In  hopes  that  the  bird  will 
again  nest  and  reproduce,  the 
6,000  members  of  the  North 
I  American  Bluebird  Society, 

|  founded  in  1978,  are  scattering 
I  the  hand-hewn  boxes  with  2V2” 

I  holes  in  fields  across  this  coun¬ 
try  and  Canada., — _ — uj — - 

Files  takes  a  visitor  out  to  the 
bluebird  boxes  in  her  backyard 
for  a  glimpse  of  the  first  pair  of 

the  year.  A  chilled,  unspringlike 

wind  cuts  across  the  field. 

“It  has  a  muted  warble  that 
almost  sounds  like  a  robin,”  says 
Files,  looking  skyward  for 
flashes  of  blue.  “Once  you  hear 
it,  you’ll  never  forget  it. 


By  ANN  MALASPINA 
Sun  Staff  
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Wannaiancit  Technology  Center 
600  Suffolk  Street 
Lowell,  MA  01854 

617/458-3100/TELEX  #  220-883  TA  UR 


February  27,  1985 


Mr .  Paul  Tsongas 
Foley,  Hoag  &  Eliot 
One  Post  Office  Square 
Boston,  MA  02109 

Dear  Paul: 


Last  week  Larry  Ansin  arranged  for  me  to  discuss  with  you 
the  future  establishment  of  a  conservation  area  in  the  greater 
Lowell  area.  The  conservation  area  which  lies  within  Dunstable 
and  Tyngsboro  is  approximately  5  miles  from  Lowell  and  contains 
the  largest  Blue  Heron  rookery  in  the  state  and  the  largest 
beaver  pond  within  50  miles  of  Boston.  With  the  next  30  days, 
Dick  Cronin  of  Mass  Fish  and  Wildlife  will  begin  to  formally 
commence  the  program. 


Our  group  called  TAPS  (Tyngsboro  Association  for  the 
Preservation  of  the  Salmonbrook  Watershed)  has  lead  the  drive  to 
preserve  the  area.  One  of  our  members,  Lillian  Files,  who  is 
President  of  the  North  American  Blue  Bird  Society  and  met  you 
through  Mass  Audobon,  suggested  that  the  area  be  named  after  you. 


If  possible,  we  would  like  for  you  to  visit  the  future 
conservation  area  with  Chet  Atkins  and  Dick  Cronin.  If  you're 
available,  Chet  would  like  to  have  the  visit  scheduled  for 
10:00AM  Saturday,  March  30th.  At  that  time,  the  plan  for  the  area 
can  be  presented  to  you.  The  group  will  meet  at  the  residence  of 
Lillian  Files,  106  Scribner  Road  (Windswept  Acres),  Tyngsboro, 
Phone  #692-2520. 


I  will  be  in  Europe  from  March  1st  to  March  15th.  In  my 
absence  Gary  Buchholz  (154  Scribner  Road,  phone  #  649-7524)  will 
coordinate  the  visit. 


incerely , 

<AjL- 


Montelione 


cc:  Richard  Cronin,  Director 

Division  of  Fisheries  &  Wildlife 
Room  1902 

100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  MA  02202 

Congressman  Chet  Atkins 
134  Middle  Street 
Lowell,  MA  01852 


Lillian  Files 
106  Scribner  Road 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


Gary  Buchholz 
154  Scribner  Road 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


in  Ms  camper 


[Tyngsboro 
ird  Group| 
Meets 

“Here,  There  andj 
I  Everywhere’  ’  is  the  pro¬ 
gram  to  be  presented  by 
Bill  Harris  to  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
|  on  Wednesday,  January 
16.  Harris  and  his  wife 
May,  former  residents 
of  Chelmsford  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  Nashua,  have  led 
the  club’s  birdwalks  for  | 
the  past  four  years. 
Many  club  members 
have  enjoyed  these  in¬ 
teresting  and  infor¬ 
mative  excursions. 


Tyngsboro 
Bird 
Society 


TGBO-The  Wednesday,  March  20 
meeting  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
will  feature  a  repeat  performance  by  Karl 
Schanz  by  popular  demand.  The  pro¬ 
gram  entitled  “Our  Amazing  World  of 
Nature”  is  a  unique  audio-visual  ex¬ 
perience  which  club  members  who  view¬ 
ed  it  last  year  raved  about. 

Now  a  resident  of  Tewksbury,  Schanz 
earned  his  expertise  with  cameras  and 
photography  as  a  young  man  in  his  native 
country  of  Germany.  He  has  won  many 
photo  awards  including  a  Gold  Medal  | 
Award  from  the  George  Gleany  Nature 
Salon.  Recently  he  was  made  a  master 
member  of  the  New  England  Camera 
Club  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts. 
He  was  given  as  a  part  of  this  award  a  pla¬ 
que  with  the  inscription,  “For  excep¬ 
tional  talent  as  a  teacher  and  lecturer  in 
the  field  of  nature  photography.”  Karl  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Camera  Naturalists 
of  Massachusetts,  an  elite  by-invitation- 
|  only  membership. 

Karl  Schanz’s  programs  are  in  great 
demand  by  some  of  the  largest  photo 
clubs  throughout  the  country.  Come  and 
enjoy  a  suberb  program  of  beautiful 
slides  accompanied  by  great  musical 
scores. 

The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  meets  on 
the  third  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  7:30 
,  p.m.  in  the  North  Chelmsford  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  Princeton  Street.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend.  Free  admis¬ 
sion  and  refreshments. 


African  Photos 
Highlight  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Meeting 


.  Shirley  Torigian  of 
[Tyngsboro  shared  some 
[excellent  slides  of  a 
[camping  trip  to  the 
|Everglades  with  the 
[Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
[at  their  1983  Potpourri 
|  night.  This  month  she 
|  will  share  her  slides  of  a 
camping  trip  to  the 


Dark  Continent] 
-“Mysterious  Africa”. 

In  January,  Torigian] 
spent  three  weeks  cam¬ 
ping  in  Kenya. 
Torigian’s  exciting  pro- 1 
gram  promises  to  be  full  | 
of  the  magnificence  of 
Africa  -  from  the| 
foothills  of  the  snow¬ 
capped  Kilimanjaro,  to 
the  acacia  dotted  savan-l 
nah  plains  of  the] 
Serengeti,  to  the] 
awesome  escarpments! 
and  flamingo-covered] 
soda  lakes  of  the  Great  ] 
Rift  Valley. 
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[yuMUh^ircliard  -  the  Blue- 
[bird  man  of  New  Jersey 
came  by  and  stayed  overnite 
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MARCH  12,  CONSERVATION  DAY 

Mrs.  Chester  R.  Vaka,  Chairman 
12:30  Coffee  Hour 

1:15  Business  Meeting 

Program:  “Bring  Back  the  Blue  Birds”. | 
by  Lil  Files. 
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</>«*** TWEET  TREAT  • 

BLUE  BIRD  LECTURE  &  SHOW 
SUN.  MARCH  31st  at  2  P.M. 

BY  LILIAN  FILES  MASS  BLUE  BIRD  AUTHORITY 
LEARN  WHERE  THEY  ARE  AND  HOW  TO  GET  Em| 
BACK  TO  OUR  SURROUNDING  TOWNS 

WE  WILL  FEATURE  THE  BLUE  BIRD  HOUSE 

,  DESIGNED  By  Lil. 

Ke  coNs* 

Members  of  Mass.  Nursery  Men’s  Association  (M.N.A.) 

We  carry  in  stock  M.N.A.  Grass  Seeds  and  Fertilizers 

Lexington  861-1200  •  1265  Mass.  Ave./Rte.  4  &  225 
^Jopsfield  B87-6561  •  Old  Newburyport  Tpke.  3  miles  North 
of  Topsfield  Fairground  •  Master  Card  •  Visa 

TOPSFIELD  STORE  ONLY 

V^1CJV1  TWEET  TREAT  • 

BLUE  BIRD  LECTURE  &  SHOW 
Sat.  April  20th  at  2  p.m. 

BY  LILIAN  FILES  MASS  BLUE  BIRD  AUTHORITY 
LEARN  WHERE  THEY  ARE  AND  HOW  TO  GET  EM 
BACK  TO  OUR  SURROUNDING  TOWNS 

WE  WILL  FEATURE  THE  BLUE  BIRD  HOUSE 
DESIGNED  By  Lil. 

Members  of  Mass.  Nursery  Men’s  Association  (M.N.A.) 

We  carry  in  stock  M.N.A.  Grass  Seeds  and  Fertilizers 


Essex  County  Newspapers,  Thursday,  April 

tome  and  Garden.  Seasons  Four  Home 
and  Garden  Center,  461  Old  Newbury¬ 
port  Turnpike,  Topsfield,  is  sponsoring 
a  series  of  public  events  this  spring. 
April  27,  spring  bulb  lecture  by  Ben 
Kneppers  of  Holland,  1-4;  April  20,  lec- 1 
ture  and  slide  show  on  bluebirds  by 
Lillian  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  2-3;  May  4, 
soil  testing  lab  by  Gene  Davis,  10-1 ;  May 
19,  lecture  and  slide  show  on  wild- 1 
flowers  of  New  England  by  Jean  Buer- 1 
meyer  of  Wild  Flower  Society,  2-3. 


Two  Bird  Walks  Planned 
For  April  28,  May  5 

TGBO-Eddie  Quinn  and  Mark 
Magiere  announced  the  Birdwalk 
Schedule  at  the  recent  Tyngsborough 
Bird  Society  meeting.  The  Two  will  coor¬ 
dinate  birdwalks  April  28  and  May  5. 

On  April  28  the  club  will  meet  at  8  a.m. 
in  Alexanders  parking  lot  in  Chelmsford 
to  travel  to  Bowditch  Hill  in  Ashby.  A 
hawk  watch  is  scheluded  for  this  great 
vantage  point. 

On  May  5  birders  may  meet  in  the 
Alexanders  parking  lot  at  8  a.m.  or  at  the 
Files  home  on  Scribner  Hill  in 
Tyngsborough  at  8:30  a.m.  for  a 
bluebirds  and  warblers  walk.  The 
bluebirds  are  located  around  the  Files 
residence,  and  the  group  will  move  down 
to  nearby  Lake  Massapoag  to  see 
warblers,  ducks  and  other  species. 

Final  plans  for  trips  to  Mt.  Auburn 
Cemetary  on  May  25,  and  Plum  Island 
on  May  26  will  be  announced  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Socei- 
ty  on  May  15. 

The  public  is  invited  to  join  the  club  on 
the  birdwalks  and  for  meeetings. 


cDie  ^Telegraptj  Tnetdiy,  April  9, 198S 

Nashua  AARP 

The  Nashua  area  chapter  of  the 
American  Association  of  Retired 
Persons  will  meet  tomorrow  at  1 
p.m.  at  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
143  Manchester  St. 

Following  a  coffee  hour,  a  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  will  be  conducted  by 
president  Madeleine  Miller.  Mrs. 
Lillian  Siles  will  present  a  pro¬ 
gram  on  the  preservation  of  the 
bluebird. 


HABITAT  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  ENVIRONMENT 


10  Juniper  Road,  Box  136,  Belmont,  Mass.  02178  (617)  489-3850 


April  5,  1985 


Lil  Files 
Scirbner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Lil , 

Thank  you  again  for  traveling  the  distance  to  offer  your 
enthusiastic  and  educational  program  on  bluebirds.  Despite  the 
small  turnout,  I  know  the  participants  thoroughly  enjoyed  your 
slide  programs  and  your  anecdotes. 

s 

I  will  certainly  give  you  a  call  in  a  few  weeks  and  hope 
to  visit  you  in  Tyngsboro.  Best  wishes  to  you  with  your  work. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Jean  L.  Rosenberg 

HABITAT  COUR/E/ 

HABITAT  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  ENVIRONMENT 

10  Juniper  Road,  Box  136,  Belmont,  Mass.  02178  (617)  489-3850 


SPRING  PROGRAMS  — 1985 


A  Non-Profit  Corporation 


APRIL  4  BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS 

We  celebrate  the  beautiful  bluebird  as  a  symbol  of  hope  and 
happiness.  Since  the  colonial  times,  the  “blue  robin"  has  been 
one  of  our  most  popular  birds.  However,  bluebirds  are  in 
jeopardy,  primarily  because  they  cannot  find  enough  places 
to  breed  successfully.  They  are  among  our  relatively  few 
cavity-nesting  birds,  birds  that  insist  on  nesting  in  either 
natural  or  artificial  enclosures.  Lil  Files,  past  president  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society,  will  explain  the  bluebird  dilemma  and  will  discuss 
with  slides  how  to  initiate  the  bluebird's  recovery.  Lil  has  had 
bluebirds  on  her  property  for  over  30  years  in  Tyngsboro  and 
is  dedicated  to  restoring  local  bluebird  populations. 


ler  the  Sun 

BluebhrMecturel 
in  No.  Chelmsford! 


|  Wednesday,  May  8,  1985  TheWinchendonCourie^ 


(If  you  have  an  activity I 
announcement  for  this  column ,\ 
we'll  be  happy  to  consider  print- 
I  ingit.  Send  it  along  to  Style,  The\ 
Sun,  Box  1477,  Lowell,  Ma.  01853. 

|  Be  sure  to  include  any  registra - 1 
tion  or  reservation  require - 
\ments,  together  with  telephone  \ 
\  numbeifs)  as  pertinent .) 

By  RICHARD  P.  COOK 
ISun  Staff 

The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
I  will  sponsor  a  slide-lecture  enti- 
tled  “Bring  Back  the 
Bluebirds,”  narrated  by  Lil 
Files,  past-president  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  Andre  Dion  of  Quebec, 
author  of  ‘‘The  Return  of  the 
Bluebird”  on  Wednesday,  April 
17,  at  7:30  p.m.,  in  the  North 
Chelmsford  Congregational 
Ichurch  hall,  Vinal  Square,  junc¬ 
tion  of  Routes  3A,  4  and  40, 
iNorth  Chelmsford. 

In  an  effort  to  prevent  the 
Ibluebird  from  becoming  an  en¬ 
dangered  species,  Files  and 
(Dion  will  explain  how  bird  lov- 
lers  can  attract  bluebirds  by 
(establishing  boxes  in  the  cor¬ 
rect  habitat.  The  public  is  Wel¬ 
lcome,  with  refreshments  to  be 
Iserved.  For  further  information, 
call  692-2520. 


Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
Has  Bluebird  program 

TGBO-On  Wednesday,  April  17,  Lil 
Files  of  Tyngsboro,  past  president  of  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  will  show  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society’s  slide 
program  followed  by  a  presentation  of  | 
her  own  to  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society. 
In  addition,  Andre  Dion,  a  guest  of  Mrs. 
[Files  from  Quebec,  will  speak  on  his 
wonderful  new  book  called  “The  Return 
of  the  Bluebird”,  just  recently  translated 
into  English.  It’s  a  beautifully  illustrated 
and  wittily  written  story  about  a  bluebird 
chatting  with  other  birds  and  learning 
their  life  histories.  There  will  be  sample  | 
bluebird  boxes  on  display,  and  bluebird 
|  brochures  available. 

The  club  meets  at  the  North 
[Chelmsford  Congregational  Church  on 
Princeton  Street  in  Vinal  Square.  The 
program  begins  at  7:30  p.m. 
refreshments  will  be  served  following  the 
meeting.  The  public  is  welcome  to  attend 
free  of  charge. 


I  % 


y. 


■  A 


arden  Club  Program 
iTo  Be  About  Bluebirds 


IWINCHENDON  - 

Lil  Files,  past  president  of 
[the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and 
I  the  North  American  Bluebird 
I  Society,  will  be  the  guest 
(speaker  at  the  meeting  of  the 
(Winchendon  Garden  Club 
(scheduled  for  Thursday,  May 
1 16,  at  2  p.m.,  in  the  Clark 
(Memorial  Lounge.  Mrs.  Files, 
(who  has  been  able  to  attract 
(bluebirds  to  her  property  in 
(Tyngsboro  for  the  past  30 
(years,  will  show  slides  and 
discuss  ways  in  which  to  attract 
these  birds.  She  helped  to  found 


a  “Save  the  Bluebird  Com¬ 
mittee”  in  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  and  the  group  now 
maintains  an  extensive 
Bluebird  Trail  Conservation 
project. 

The  program  will  explain  the 
bluebird  dilemma  showing  the 
North  American  Bluebird 
Society’s  slides  as  well  as  those 
of  the  speaker.  Nesting  box 
designs  will  be  shown  and 
brochures  on  attracting 
bluebirds  will  be  available. 

Both  the  Fitzwilliam  and 
Rindge  Garden  Club  members 
have  been  invited  to  attend  this 
meeting.  If  there  are  any  other 
interested  persons  who  would 
like  to  hear  this  program  they 
are  welcome  to  attend  the 
meeting. 

The  speaking  program  will 
follow  the  business  meeting. 
Refreshments  will  be  served  in 
the  Clark  kitchen  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  program.  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Aldrich  will  serve  as 
chairman  of  the  hostesses 

!  >-  w  .A 


o 


Fire 


April  8, 


Dear  Lillian: 

Enclosed  is  information  on  the  Pairpoint  Cup  Plate 
Collectors  Association,  Inc.,  show  on  April  22,  1985. 

Mrs.  Kirkpatrick,  Vice-President,  is  going  ahead  with 
publicity,  and  photographs  for  us.  She  is  very 
excited  about  the  show  and  says  you  can  have  the  hour. 
There  is  no  other  business  at  this  meeting. 


I  do  hope  we  can  get  something  into  Scialia,  because 
this  will  be  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  the  P.C.P.C.A. 
group,  Camp  Fire,  and  our  blue-feathered  friends. 

We  will  give  you  a  check  in  the  amount  of  twenty-five 
dollars  ($25.00)  and  a  cup  plate  when  we  see  you  there, 

Wait  until  you  see  this  plate!  It  is  really  lovely. 

Take  Care. 

WoHeLo,* 

(Mrs.)  Frances  DeLaura  Schettino 
Chairman,  Cup  Plate  Committee 

FDS:er 

Cup  Plate  Collectors  —  Chapter] 

EncS  w  4  of  Pairpoint  Cup  Plate  Collectors 

of  America  recently  celebrated  its] 

*Work,  Health,  and  Love/Watchword  of  Camp  Fire  ”„t of^T^^bJTrlBirfsSityl 

spoke  on  "Save  the  Bluebird.”  Her) 
talk  was  accompanied  by  a  slide! 
presentation  on  how  to  make  and 
enjoy  a  bluebird  trail.  Mrs.  Files 
also  presented  a  plaque  to  Jeanl 
O’Neill,  former  director  of  Capel 
Cod  Council  of  Camp  Fire  Inc.  for| 
the  organization’s  projects  of  com¬ 
missioning  the  "Save  the  Blue-1 
bird”  Pairpoint  373  cup  plate. 


A  Member  Agency  of  United  Way  of  Cape  Cod,  Inc. 


Camp  Fire 


Cape  Cod  Council  of  Camp  Fire,  Inc. 

14  Brooks  Road 
Hyannis,  MA  02601 
(617)  775-3176 


The  beautiful  bluebird  brings  happiness 


"Somewhere  over  the 
rainbow,  bluebirds 
fly. 


m 


Because  of  these 
song  words,  we 
often  think  of 
bluebirds  and 
rainbows  at  the 
same  time. 

Both  are  pretty. 
Both  make  us 
happy. 

Bluebirds  also 
have  a  lovely 
song. 

They  are  good 
neighbors . 

They  help  us  by 
eating  insects. 

They  build  nests 
near  humans. 

They  like  old  trees 
and  crannies  in 
buildings. 


.x. 


m 


,  *-4. 


,  f 


jk>f- 


7 


i 


They  also  like  to 
live  in  birdhouses 
built  by  man. 

The  mother  usually 
builds  the  nest.  The 
father  might  bring 
her  food  while  she  is 
sitting  on  the  eggs. 

The  eggs  are  a  pale 
blue.  'The  mother 
lays  from  three  to 
seven  eggs  two  or 
three  times  a  season. 

The  bluebird  lives  in 
the  middle  and  eastern 
parts  of  our  country. 

The  bluebird  is  the  stat 
bird  of  Idaho,  Navada 
(mountain  bluebird), 

New  york  and  Missouri. 


Name _ 

City _ 

Cup  Plate: 


*(dear 


Cape  Cod  Council  of  Camp  Fire,  Inc.,  has 
just  begun  a  series  of  cup  plates  beginning 
with  the  bluebird  to  help  save  endangered 
wildlife  species.  This  plate  follows  the 
first  plate  commissioned  by  Cape  Cod 
Camp  Fire,  #310,  "Save  The  lady",  to  help 
in  the  restoration  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty. 
Proceeds  from  the  "Save  The  Bluebird,"  will 
help  in  the  project  to  bring  the  bluebirds 
back  to  Cape  Cod.  Bluebird  houses  will  be 
built,  placed  and  monitored  all  over  Cape 
Cod,  by  Camp  Fire  members.  To  preorder 
complete  the  form  below? 

_ Street _ 

State 


_ Zip 

f-7.00  T 


Save  The  Bluebird  @  _ 

MA  residents  5 %  Sales  Tax  350  each 
Shipping  N  Handling  $1.50  each 

Grand  Total  $ 


Color 


*Color  substitutions  may  be  required  according  to 
availability. 


A  Member  Agency  of  United  Way  of  Cape  Cod,  Inc. 


Cup  Plates  were  originally  used  between  1826  and 
1850,  when  teacups  did  not  have  handles.  Hot  tea  was 
poured  into  saucers  to  cool,  while  the  cup  was  placed 
on  a  small  plate  to  avoid  damage  to  fine  linens  or 
polished  tables. 

“Save  the  Bluebirds"  cup  plates  were  designed  as  a 
Camp  Fire  project  to  raise  money  to  bring  the  blue¬ 
birds  back  to  Cape  Ct)d.  The  bluebird,  in  early  times, 
was  considered  the  first  sign  of  spring,  and  was 
referred  to  as  the  “Blue  Robbin."  The  gentie  "Blue¬ 
bird  of  Happiness"  has  a  sky-blue  back  and  a  reddish 
chest.  The"biuebird  carries  the  sky  on  its  back  and  the 
earth  on  its  breast."  —  Thoreau. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  saw  a  bluebird?  Many 
young  people  have  never  seen  one.  Fifty  years  ago, 
however,  they  were  the  most  common  songbird  in 
America. 

What  can  we  do  to  help  "Save  the  Bluebirds"?  We  can 
begin  to  establish  Bluebird  Trails.  A  Bluebird  Trail  is  a 
number  of  nesting  boxes  spaced  100  yards  apart,  and 
monitored  to  keep  predators  away.  A  Bluebird  Trail 
may  consist  of  only  a  few  nesting  boxes  on  your  own 


property,  or  hundreds  of  boxes  covering  many  miles. 

Bluebirds  have  increased  dramatically  wherever  Blue¬ 
bird  Trails  have  been  established  and  maintained. 
What  is  needed,  is  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
Bluebird  Trails,  so  that  bluebirds  can  raise  their 
young  in  protected  areas  without  being  destroyed  or 
turned  out  by  starlings  and  house  sparrows. 

The  Cape  Cod  Council  of  Camp  Fire,  Inc.,  is  using  a 
portion  of  the  sale  of  the  "Save  the  Bluebirds"  cup 
plates  to  develop  more  Bluebird  Trails  in  rural  areas 
and  on  the  outer  edges  of  suburban  developments. 
On  Cape  Cod,  Camp  Fire  will  be  planting  plants  and 
placing  and  monitoring  nesting  boxes  near  plants  that 
bluebirds  are  known  to  enjoy.  Bluebirds  are  known  to 
be  an  asset  to  farmers  and  garaners  because  their  diet 
consists  almost  entirely  of  insects  in  the  spring  and 
summer.  In  the  fall  and  winter  they  enjoy  berries, 
fruits,  grains  and  vegetables. 

This  cup  piate  has  been  pressed  in  lead  crystal  by  the 
Pairpoint  Glass  Company  of  Sagamore,  Mass.,  for 
Cape  Cod  Council  of  Camp  Fire,  Inc.,  to  help  bring  the 
bluebirds  back  to  Cape  Cod. 


20  June  1985 


Dear  Mrs.  Files 


We  enjoyed  your  program  very  much. 

Hope  ypu  will  have  a  good  summer 
and  that  you  can  share  it  with  the 
bluebirds! ! ! 

Sincerely, 
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The  Eastern  Bluebird  wins!  - 


It  started  in  the  June  rains,  continued 
through  summer’s  heat,  concluded  with  au¬ 
tumn’s  frost.  Over  four  months,  1 ,522 
friends  and  members  of  the  Thornton  W 
Burgess  Society  voted  for  the  “Bird  of  the 
Year."  The  choice  was  difficult:  the  osprey, 
wood  duck,  least  tern  or  bluebird  The  stakes 
were  high:  which  "candidate"  could  secure 
for  itself  the  conservation  efforts  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  for  1985? 

The  results  were  unequivocal:  almost 
45%  of  the  electorate  chose  the  Eastern 
Bluebird,  that  colorful  songbird  once  so 
widespread  in  our  region  and  so  rare  today. 
It  may  have  been  the  bluebird's  beautiful 
coloring,  a^ure  blue  above  and  ruddy- 
orange  below.  It  may  have  been  its  beautiful 
lyrical  song  Or  perhaps  the  sentimental 
concern  of  those  who  remember  this  once 
common  friend  of  pasture  and  meadow  But 
in  the  end  it  was  also  the  desperately  small 
numbers  of  bluebirds  that  likely  swayed  so 
many  hearts.  For  here  is  a  species,  once  our 
most  common  songbird,  today  virtually  un¬ 
known  in  most  of  the  Cape 

The  challenge  has  been  made,  then,  and 
the  work  must  now  begin,  to  bring  back  the 
bluebird  in  southeastern  Massachusetts.  Our 
plan  is  two-fold:  first,  to  encourage  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  bluebird  trails,  series  of  nesting 
boxes  specially  designed  for  bluebirds;  sec¬ 
ond,  to  educate  our  neighbors  and  friends  to 
the  many  values  of  preserving  open  space  in 
our  region,  suffering  unprecedented  pres¬ 
sures  for  development. 

Our  efforts  on  behalf  of  tfie  bluebird  have 
already  received  much  publicity,  including 
an  article  and  photo  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Cape  Cod  Times  and  two  spots  on  National 
Public  Radio’s  “All  Things  Considered.”  We 
will  continue  to  bring  the  "Bird  ol  the  Year" 
effort  to  public  attention  and  hope  that  every 
member  will  become  involved  in  this  most 
important  conservation  effort. 

Following  is  an  article  by  Society 
Naturalist  Stu  Parsons  on  the  natural  history 
of  the  bluebird,  which  we  know  you  will 
enjoy. 

Natural  history  on  the  bluebird 

The  decline  of  the  Flastern  Bluebird  (Sialia 
sialis)  on  Cape  Cod  has  been  staggeringly 
precipitous  and  representative  of  decline 


throughout  its  range.  I  ftough  there  are  no 
early  records  that  can  give  us  a  clear  picture 
of  the  exact  numbers,  it  is  generally  felt  that 
bluebirds  in  the  late  1 800’s  and  the  early 
part  of  this  century  were  one  of  the  most 
common  songbirds  on  Cape  Cod  Edges  of 
woods,  fields  and  pastures  with  scattered 
trees  were  their  favorite  haunts  just  as  they 
are  today. 

Bluebirds  are  cavity  nesters  and  they 
search  out  woodpecker  holes,  hollow  limbs 
and  fence  posts,  nest  boxes  and  bird  houses 
for  their  reproductive  efforts.  Four  to  six  pale 
blue  eggs  are  laid  in  the  nest  consisting  of  a 
loose  cup  of  grasses  and  plant  stems,  in 
twelve  days  the  eggs  hatch.  The  nestlings  are 
fed  a  diet  of  insects  starting  with  “soft”  ones 
and  progressing  to  grasshoppers  and  other 
insects  with  a  hard  exoskeleton.  When  they 
fledge  they  are  spotled  below  and  brown 
above  —  the  only  blue  is  on  the  tail  and 
wings!  By  the  first  breeding  season,  however, 
they/  have  assumed  the  striking  markings 
beloved  by  so  many.  As  Thoreau  wrote, 
"The  bluebird  carries  the  sky  on  its  back  and 
the  earth  below.” 

Unfortunately,  the  number  of  breeding 
bluebirds  on  the  Cape  is  dramatically  low. 
According  to  Hill’s  The  Birds  of  Cape  Cod, 
Massachusetts,  bluebirds  were  common 


residents  throughout  the  Cape  regioml'hey 
were  even  uncommon  winter  residents,  pre¬ 
sumably  feeding  on  red  cedar  and  bayberry 
fruit.  Beginning  in  1929,  careful  records 
were  kept  at  the  Austin  Ornithological  Re¬ 
search  Station,  now  Massachusetts  Audu¬ 
bon’s  Wellfleet  EBay  Sanctuary.  The  bluebird 
population  reached  a  peak  of  55  pairs  in 
1933  and  subsequently  declined  rapidly  to 
only  two  pairs  in  1980-82.  More  recently, 
Bob  Prescott  of  Wellfleet  Bay  reports  only 
one  pair  this  past  season.  Blair  Nikula  of 
Cape  Cod  Bird  Club  reports  that  one  or  two 
pairs  nested  in  boxes  the  club  erected  at 
Cranberry  Valley  Golf  Club  in  Harwich.  In 
Myles  Standish  State  Forest,  Plymouth,  four 
or  five  pairs  nested  Only  ten  years  ago,  three 
times  as  many  nested  in  one  tract  of  open 
pine  woods  near  Halfway  Pond.  Otherwise 
the  bluebirds  are  virtually  non  existent  in 
soutfieastern  Massachusetts. 

In  future  issues  of  the  newsletter  we  will 
discuss  some  of  the  theories  on  the  causes  of 
the  decline  in  bluebird  populations.  We  will 
bring  you  up-to-date  on  recent  rese^H  in 
bluebird  biology  and  outline  consfl^fth 
measures  that  have  been  successful  i^otner 
parts  of  the  country,  which  we  may  use  as 
guidelines  for  future  action  here  in  our  re¬ 
gion. 
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fyngsboro  and  vicinity  for  Bluebirds  and  other  local| 
nesting  species.  Morning. 

Meet  at  intersection  of  Rte.  3  and  Rte.  40  in  North 
Chelmsford  at  7:30 

Leader,  Mr.  Rusty  Gerrish  —  433-6219  (Pepperell) 


By  HELEN  C.  BATES 
Is  spring  without 


What 
bluebird? 

Sadly  lacking  I  would  say,  but 
then  1  was  a  country  gal  who  wel¬ 
comed  the  sight  of  its  gloriously 
blue  flashing  in  the  sunlight  and  its 
simple,  soft  warbling  song  that 
always  alerted  us  of  its  return.  Yet, 
think  of  the  millions  of  people  who 


have”  never  seen  a  bluebird  or 
glowed  with  the  joy  of  its  arrival  in 
the  spring. 

I  still  experience  that  joy  when 
seeing  one,  but  there  is  also  a  pain¬ 
ful  undercurrent  of  the  knowledge 
that  these  beautiful  creatures  are 
having  trouble  existing. 

Many  factors  influence  their  lives 
—  things  such  as  late  winter  storms 
after  they  return,  or  predators,  like 
snakes,  raccoons,  the  domestic  cat 
and,  believe  it  or  not,  the  maggots 
(larvae)  of  blowflies. 

1  □  □  □ 

Perhaps  the  most  prevalent  haz¬ 
ard  is  the  increase  in  European 
starlings  and  house  sparrows,  which 
not  only  steal  all  of  the  cavity  nest¬ 
ing  places,  but  also  break  bluebird 
eggs  and  often  kill  the  female  as  she 
incubates  the  eggs  or  broods  her 
nestlings. 

This  spring,  a  relative  of  mine  in 
Huntington  proudly  announced  that 
bluebirds  had  found  a  new  house  he 
had  constructed  and  erected  close  to 
his  rural  home. 


He  decided  that  the  old  house 
didn’t  have  adequate  ventilation, 
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I  still  experience  that  joy  when  seeing  one,  bu 
there  is  also  a  painful  undercurrent  of  the 
knowledge  that  these  beautiful  creatures  are 


having  trouble  existing. 


by 
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built  a  new  one  and  benefitted 
his  efforts. 

□  □  □ 

Several  years  ago  at  “Focus:  Out¬ 
doors,”  I  met  a  sparkling  lady  (Lil¬ 
lian  Files  of  Tyngsboro)  who  at  the 
-time  was  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society. 

A  bundle  of  energy,  she  literally 
lived  bluebirds,  having  erected  a 
bluebird  trail  of  many  houses  on  her 
jural  property.  She  monitored  these 
houses  constantly,  hoping  to  spot 
trouble  when  it  threatened  and  also 
for  the  joy  of  seeing  familes 
develop. 

W — \ 

As  you  may  recall,  May  of  1984 
was  extremely  rainy,  enough  to 
keep  the  insect  population  so  low 
that  many  nestling  bluebirds  died 
because  of  the  lack  of  food. . 


Years  ago  bluebirds  had  nested  in 
another  house  on  the  property,  but 
more  recently  had  passed  it  by  for 
houses  placed  by  neighbors. 


Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny  of  Silver 
Spring,  Md.,  has  written  a  book  enti¬ 
tled  “The  Bluebird:  How  You  Can 
Help  Its  Fight  For  Survival.”  It 
gives  tips  about  attracting  bluebirds 
and  ways  to  protect  them,  as  well 
as  instructions  about  building  the 
kind  of  a  nesting  box  they  prefer. 

□  □  □ 

He,  too,  monitors  a  bluebird  trail 
and  has  kept  records  of  their  suc¬ 
cesses  and  failures.  Apparently  he 
started  keeping  these  facts  with  the 
start  of  his  trail  in  1967,  noting  that 
20  or  more  young  bluebirds  fledged 
that  year.  In  1968,  there  were  more 
than  80,  and  by  1970  220  were 
fledged,  but  the  numbers  dropped  to 
slightly  less  than  200  in  1971 
through  1974. 

I  would  love  to  know  the  factors 
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involved  during  those  years.  Mao; 
must  have  been  weather-relatddj 
like  the  jet  streams  of  winter  of  ladte| 
which  have  plunged  into  the  south-1 
lands  causing  heavy  snows  where!  al 
great  number  of  bluebirds  spend  the| 
winter. 

During  winter  months,  bluebirds! 
feed  on  berries,  rather  than  on  jml 
Insect  diet.  But  if  able  to  find  I 
enough  fruit,  they  still  must  have 
shelter  during  the  worst  storms,  aqd| 
that  is  often  lacking. 

If  you  are  familiar  with  modern  I 
bird  guides  that  include  all  of  Nor£h 
America,  such  as  the  1983  publica¬ 
tion  of  “A  guide  to  Field  Identifica¬ 
tion,  Birds  of  North  America”  by  I 
Golden  Press  and  the  recent  pubii-l 
cation  of  the  National  Geographic! 
Society  of  a  “Field  Guide  to  thel 
Birds  of  North  America,”  you  nafcel 
that  the  range  maps  and  informa- 1 
tion  reveal  three  North  Americanl 
bluebirds. 

□  □  □ 

Our  eastern  bluebirds  reside 
side  of  the  Rockies.  The  westei 
bluebirds  reside  from  just  east  bt 
the  Rockies  to  the  Pacific  Coast,| 
and  the  mountain  bluebird  is  fouic 
in  the  same  area  only  north  to  Can¬ 
ada  and  into  Alaska,  It  is  found  ptl 
elevations  above  5,000  feet  and  ^pl 
to  12,000  feet  in  late  summer! 

All  of  these  behave  in  much  t$e| 
same  way,  and  all  are  having| 
problems. 

There  is  still  time  to  place  a  nest-| 
ing  box,  but  be  sure  that  it  is  of  the | 
right  dimensions  by  referring  to  Dr. 
Zeleny’s  book,  or  even  to  “Song  I 
Birds  in  Your  Garden”  by  John| 
Terres.  * 


^Presidential  Points 

Sadie  Dorber 


On  July  12,  1985,  nearly  three  hun¬ 
dred  blueblrders  from  across  the  con¬ 
tinent,  gathered  In  Red  Deer,  Alberta,  for 
the  NABS  Eighth  Annual  Meeting. 

Lll  Files  of  Massachusetts  met  us  In 
Toronto.  From  there  we  flew  to  Calgary  and 
continued  by  automobile  to  Red  Deer. 

Soon  after  leaving  the  Calgary  Airport 
we  viewed  the  lovely  Canadian  prairies  that 
we  had  so  often  read  about.  The  rape  fields 
were  at  their  peak  of  yellow  bloom  and 
seemed  to  extend  to  the  horizon.  A  carpet 
of  gold  to  welcome  us  to  Alberta. 

Raptors  were  abundant  and  many  were 
spotted  sitting  on  the  fence  posts  beside 
the  highway.  I  soon  realized  that  the  fence 
posts  were  the  only  available  perch,  (the 
highest  dead  tree  on  the  prairie).  During 
the  next  ten  days  we  saw  many  and  I  was 
thrilled  to  view  them  so  closely. 

A  short  distance  south  of  Red  Deer  we 
passed  a  large  wet  area  containing  many 
ducks,  geese,  gulls  and  shorebirds.  I  was 
soon  to  learn  that  this  was  Slack's  Slough, 
an  Important  staging  area  for  waterfowl. 
We  made  several  birdlng  trips  to  the  spot 
over  the  next  weekend  and  I  was  able  to 
add  a  few  new  species  of  birds  to  my  life 
list. 


The  meetings  on  Friday  were  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  an  early  morning  bird  walk.  On 
that  walk  many  of  us  tasted  for  the  first 
time  a  delicious  little  berry  named  the  Sas¬ 
katoon. 

Friday  afternoon  was  left  open  for  a 
field  trip.  Although  selection  was  difficult, 
nearly  everyone  agreed  that  they  wanted  to 
visit  the  Ellis  Bird  Farm.  Rain  showers 
didn’t  seem  to  dampen  the  spirits  of  the 
group  as  we  walked  the  fields  to  view  nest¬ 
ing  Mountain  Bluebirds.  Our  last  stop  was 
at  the  home  of  Winnie  and  Charlie  Ellis, 
where  fledgling  bluebirds  greeted  us  from 
the  fence  posts.  We  all  carefully  checked 
out  the  construction  of  Charlie  Ellis’s  spar¬ 
row  trap,  which  he  uses  all  year  long  in  his 
ongoing  battle  against  the  House  Sparrow. 

Friday  evening  we  boarded  school 
buses  to  Canyon  Ski  Lodge  for  the  steak 
barbeque.  The  meal  was  excellent;  after¬ 
wards,  a  few  of  us  took  the  opportunity  to 
walk  along  the  banks  of  the  lovely  Red  Deer 

The  last  item  on  the  agenda  be¬ 
fore  noon  was  the  annual  business 
meeting  at  which  the  election  of  offi¬ 
cers  took  place.  President  Sadie 
Dorber  conducted  the  meeting.  The 
first  order  of  business  was  voting  on 
the  proposed  amendments  to  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  by-laws.  The  motion 
passed  unanimously.  The  Nominating 
Committee  report  was  made  by  chair¬ 
woman  Lillian  Lund  Files.  The  election 
was  conducted  by  Recording  Secretary 
Mark  Raabe.  The  slate  of  officers  and 
board  members  was  elected  unani¬ 
mously.  After  introducing  board  mem¬ 
bers  who  were  present,  President 
Dorber  adjourned  the  meeting. 


River  to  view  the  beautiful  valley  and,  of 
course,  to  pursue  the  birds. 

Saturday  morning  gave  all  of  us  the 
opportunity  to  select  another  field  trip,  but 
it  was  during  the  afternoon  that  the  really 
difficult  decisions  had  to  be  made:  which 
workshops  to  attend.  The  workshops  cov¬ 
ered  cavity  nesting  ducks,  kestrels,  blue¬ 
birds,  and  many  more.  I’m  sure  many  of  us 
felt  after  the  excellent  presentations,  that 
we’d  like  to  build  and  erect  not  only  blue¬ 
bird  houses  but  also  homes  for  other  native 
cavity  nesters. 

My  husband  and  I  spent  the  week  fol¬ 
lowing  the  meeting  touring  the  mountains, 
prairies  and  the  badlands,  each  of  which 
were  breathtakingly  beautiful  in  their  own 
way.  Our  close-up  views  of  elk,  moose  and 
sheep  are  captured  on  film  for  winter  even¬ 
ing  viewings. 

Hazel  and  Bryan  Shantz  had  invited  us 
to  visit  their  home  before  we  left  Alberta; 
little  did  we  realize  the  treat  in  store  for  us. 
We  knew  we  had  the  correct  house  when 
bluebird  boxes  appeared  along  the  road¬ 
side  and  in  the  lawn.  Their  home  faced  a 
large  lake  with  a  small  patch  of  woods  con¬ 
taining  snags  behind  It.  The  area  was  a 
gathering  place  for  hundreds  of  swallows 
as  they  started  to  flock.  Bryan  pointed  out 
the  duck  house  fastened  to  his  fireplace 
chimney.  He  related  that  a  Common  Gold¬ 
eneye  had  come  down  the  chimney  so  he 
decided  to  provide  the  duck  with  the  proper 
nesting  cavity.  When  he  installed  a  nest  box 
on  the  chimney  the  goldeneye  nested  in  it 
and  fledged  a  brood. 

The  groups  from  Ellis  Bird  Farm  and  the 
Red  Deer  Naturalista  worked  for  many 
months  to  organize  such  a  well-structured, 
diverse  and  informative  meeting.  The  meet¬ 
ing  workshops  along  with  the  varied  field 
trips  made  it  an  annual  meeting  I’ll  always 
remember.  ■ 


A1  ber  ta 


Box  852 
Ri mbey , 
Canada 
TOC  2 JO 


Dearest 


Lillian 


You  were  probably  beginning  to  wonder  when  I  was  goin-g  to  fulfill  my 
promise  to  you!  Well,  here  it  is.  Enclosed,  please  find  a  slide  of  a 
male  mountain  bluebird.  In  addition,  I've  enclosed  a  few  prints  taken 
at  the  NABS  conference,  and  hope  you  enjoy  them.  It  was  a  real  honor 
for  me  to  get  to  know  you  and  to  spend  some  time  with  you.  I  admire 
your  dedication  to  both  bluebirds  and  to  NABS,  and  know  that  you  have 
spent  countless  hours  to  make  the  organization  the  success  that  it  is. 

I  hope  you  had  a  good  trip  home  after  the  conference.  E<et  you  spent  a 
few  days  relaxing! 

It  appears  that  the  conference  went  well.  Its  neat  to  feel  the  sense 

of  friendship  among  bluebirders they're  (w  e  '  certainly  a  unique 

bunch!  ~T  wish "that  my  involvement  on  a  professional  basis  would  have- — 
continued  with  the  Ellis  Bird  Farm,  but  it  appear  that  that  won't 
happen.  I'm  actually  rather  at  loose  ends  ith  my  life  right  now; 
wanting  to  pursue  a  career  in  biology,  but  not  willing  to  move  to  a 
large  city.  My  paint  cntracting  business  has  gone  very  well  this 
summer,  but  I  have  reached  the  stage  where  I'd  rather  make  less  money 
doing  somehing  I  really  love  to  do.  I've  just  purhased  a  small 
computer,  so  hope  to  spend  a  couple  of  months  this  fall  just  writing. 


Well,  I  should  get  back  to  work.  I  would  love  to  hear  from  you,  and 
bould  appreciate  keeping  in  touch. 


Yours  in  the  cause  of  the  bluebird, 


P.S.  I  do  hope  some  of  your  photos  of  that  field  trip  turned  out.  I 
took  a  few  of  the  group  etc. ,  and  could  get  you*  reprints  if  you  wish. 


LILLIAN  LUND  FILES 
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Bluebird  lovers 
ponder  war 

Bluebird  fanciers 
from  across  continent 
converge  to  help 
feathered  friends/ 1C 


Hundreds  of  bluebird  lovers 


By  D’AKCY  RICKARD 
of  The  Advocate 

If  sparrows  and  starlings  ap 
pear  nervous  these  days,  there’s 
reason. 

The  three-day  North  American 
Bluebird  Society  Conference 
winds  up  today,  attended  by  252 
bluebird  lovers  from  all  over 
North  America. 

And  they  all  hate  sparrows  and 
starlings. 

Over  and  over,  the  parley  has 
heard  that  sparrows  and  starlings 
are  personae  non  grata. 

Reason:  these  bad  birds  war  on 
bluebirds 


So  the  society  is  warring  on 
them. 

They  spent  part  of  Friday,  the 
second  day  of  the  eighth  annual 
conference,  learning  how  to  build 
better  bluebird  houses  to  help  the 
species  thrive.  Bluebird  biologist  j 
Bryan  Shantz  and  Myrna  Pear- 
man  of  the  Charlie  Ellis  Bluebird 
Farm  at  Joffre  gave  a  slide  show  | 
on  bird  boxes. 

In  an  interview,  society  founder  I 
Dr.  Lawrence  Zeleny  of  Univer-| 
sity  Park,  Md.  said  the  entrance  to 
a  cavity-nesting  mountain  blue¬ 
bird  house  should  be  38  mm  in 
diameter. 


Larger  entrances  allow  star¬ 
lings  in. 

Dr.  Zeleny  said  society  mem¬ 
bers  would  like  to  wage  general 
war  on  starlings  and  sparrows,  in¬ 
troduced  on  this  continent  by 
man,  but  such  a  drastic  measure 
wouldn’t  be  practical. 

Proper  houses  are  now  bringing 
the  mountain  and  eastern  blue¬ 
bird  species  back  after  their  num¬ 
bers  were  diminished  drastically. 

In  a  Friday  talk,  natural  history 
written  by  explorer  Sir  John  Rich¬ 
ardson  from  Arctic  expeditions 
was  reviewed  by  Dr.  Stuart  Hous¬ 
ton  of  Saskatoon,  Sask. 


Richardson  was  appointed  sur¬ 
geon  and  naturalist  to  Sir  John 
Franklin’s  Arctic  expeditions  of 
1819-22  and  1825-27. 

The  surgeon-naturalist  was  the 
first  North  American  to  sight  the 
mountain  bluebird,  near  Great 
Bear  Lake  in  1825,  said  Dr.  Hous¬ 
ton,  author  of  Arctic  Ordeal:  The 
Journal  of  John  Richardson. 

Dr.  Houston  uncovered  Rich¬ 
ardson’s  original  journal. 

Besides  giving  his  name  to  the 
Richardson  ground  squirrel  (com¬ 
monly  called  the  gopher),  Rich¬ 
ardson  reported  seeing  a  long¬ 
eared  owl  nesting  on  the  ground. 


“People  thought  that  was  a  mis- 
take,”  Dr.  Houston  told  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Dr.  Houston  and  his  wife  Mary, 
a  bluebird  lover  who  has  erected 
250  bluebird  boxes  on  a  trail  near 
their  home,  have  visited  many  of 
the  places  noted  in  Sir  John’s 
journal,  including  Richardson  and 
Franklin  campsites  in  the  Arctic. 

The  final  day  today  features 
tours  to  the  Ellis  Bird  Farm, 
Chapman  Lake,  Medicine  Lodge 
Hills  and  Collett  Natural  Area. 
An  awards  banquet  is  also  set  for 
7  p.m.  in  the  Black  Knight  Inn. 
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CHARLIE  ELLIS  BEGINS  THE  FIGHT 
FOR  THE  PRESERVATION  OF 
ALBERTA’S  MOUNTAIN  BLUEBIRD. 
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AUGUST  2,  3,  &  4 

AT  MOUNT  HOLYOKE  COLLEGE  '  « 
SOUTH  HADLEY,  MASSACHUSETTS 


PROGRAM  AND  SPEAKERS'  NOTES 


ARCADIA  NATURE  CENTER 
AND  WILDLIFE  SANCTUARY 
OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
AUDUBON  SOCIETY 
PRESENTS 


19TH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
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BLUEBIRD  BOI  DESIGN 

fey 

IA1  Files 


OSS  3/»»  STOCK 

LOCKt  Drill  hols  near  bottom  on 
one  side  right  through  to 
floor  for  a  nail  to  slide 
in  and  out  easily* 


Boxes  made  of  cedar*  redwood  or 
exterior  plywood  are  extremely 
durable  and  need  no  painting  - 
other  wood  will  last  longer  if 

painted  on  the  outside  only* 

* 

Use  li"'  screws  or  galvanised  nails 
to  put  together  -  1-3/**"  nails  for 
pivot  nails* 


SIDES i  Drill  l/4"  vent  holes  near  top. 

FLOOR*  Cut  3/8"  off  each  corner  for 
drainage*  Recess  floor  1/4* 


FRONT*  Make  l\*  entrance  hole  8"  up  fro* 
bottom  edge  to  center  of  hole# 
Nail  a  pivot  nail  on  each  side  a 
box  parallel  to  center  of  hole* 
Rough  surfaoe  below  entrance  hol< 
inside  box  by  grooving  l/8"  slot*  . 

BACK*  Bevel  top  edge  for  slanted  roof* 

ROOF*  1"  overlap  on  each  side  and  2" 

overlap  in  front*  Cut  groove  fo 
a  drip  line  1"  back  from  front  e  . 

BACK  Drill  holes  near  top  A  bottom* 

EXT; *  Attach  extension  to  back  of  box* 


This  box  design  is  now  being  sold  at  Mass.  Audubon 
Society's  Drumlin  Farm  gift  shop  in  Lincoln,  Mass,  and 
is  also  available  at  the  Focus  Book  Exhibit. 


bluebirds,  nest,  eggs,  nesting  boxes,  books,  and 
pamphlets  will  be  on  display. 

"Bluebirders "  feel  like  one  of  the  "Chosen  Ones"  when 
fortunate  enough  to  have  bluebirds  nest  on  their  own 
property,  but  also  feel  like  the  "Godparents"  to  all 
bluebirds  wherever  they  are  in  giving  them  such  much 
needed  loving  attention. 

Further  Reading 

THE  BLUEBIRD,  HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP  ITS  FIGHT  FOR  SURVIVAL 
by  Lawrence  Zeleny.  Indiana  University  Press,  1976. 

BLUEBIRD  RESCUE 

by  Joan  Rattner  Heilman.  Wm.  Morrow  Co.,  1982. 

I  HEAR  BLUEBIRDS 

by  Dr.  Shirl  Brunell.  Coltrane  &  Beach  Book  Pub.  1984. 

THE  RETURN  OF  THE  BLUEBIRD 

by  Andre  P.  Dion.  Distributor  in  U.S.:  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  1984. 

BLUEBIRD  SEVEN 

by  R.  Bruce  Horsfall.  Audubon  Society  of  Portland, 
1978. 

BLUEBIRD  SEVEN  (coloring  book) 

by  R.  Bruce  Horsfall..  Audubon  Society  of  Portland, 
1983. 

SAGA  OF  THE  BLUEBIRD 

by  Katherine  Braun.  Exposition  Press,  Inc.,  1982. 

HOW  TO  CONTROL  HOUSE  SPARROWS 

by  Don  Grussing.  Roseville  Publishing  House. 
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Calendar  of  Programs  for  1985-1986 


X 


NEW  LOCATION!  Meetings  will  be  at  the  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  -  Route  113 
NEW  DATES t  Meetings  will  be  on  tho  First  Thursday  of  every  month  at  7:30  P*M*  • 
Programs  are  open  to  the  publio*  Bring  a  friend*  Refreshments  will  be  served* 

9/5/85  BIRDS  of  PREY  by  Dlok  Luoius 

Dlok  Luoius  of  Springfield  is  a  Master  Falconer  with  over  35  years  of 
experience  in  working  with  birds  of  prey*  He  has  traveled  extensively 
lecturing  throughout  New  England  with  his  live  birds.  Dlok  holds  per¬ 
mits  from  both  Massachusetts  &  the  U*S*  Government  to  rehabilitate  in¬ 
jured  raptors j  practice  the  sport  of  falconry,  and,  under  a  speoial 
permit  from  U*S*  Fish  &  Wildllfo,  oare  for  a  golden  eagle*  His  com¬ 
panions  will  be  a  Peregrine  Falcon,  Praire  Falcon,  Red-tailed  Hawk, 

Great  Horned  Owl  and  a  Golden  Eagle* 


10/3/85  OUR  NATIVE  BIRDS  by  Phyllis  Huff 

Phyllis  Huff  is  a  TBS  member  and  has  given  us  excellent  programs  in  the 
past*  She  is  a  well-known  bird  lecturer  for  adult  audiences  throughout 
the  oountry  and  has  worked  with  children  in  sohools  throughout  Mass* 

As  a  superb  whistler  sinoe  early  ohildhood  doing  radio  programs  in 
Maine  with  Rudy  Vallee,  she  then  excelled  in  bird  calls*  Her  slide 
program  of  the  birds  will  be  aooompanied  with  her  bird  oalls*  She  has 
written  poetry  on  many  species  of  birds  and  has  put  them  to  music* 


11/7/85  NATURE1 3  BEAUTY  and  AQUARIUS  by  John  Green 

John  Green  of  Amherst  is  a  froe-le.noe  naturalist  &  natural  history  photo¬ 
grapher  •  An  artist  with  the  camera,  John  is  a  purist  in  his  approach  to 
natural  history  photography*  His  keen  eye  and  perceptivity,  combined' 
with  sensitivity  to  eoologlcal  values,  shine  forth  in  his  photography* 

A  feel  for  the  right  musio  and  a  master  of  slide  sequencing,  John  is  a 
perennial  favorite  with  audiences  far  and  wide*  His  program  is  essen¬ 
tially  an  all-New  England  program  featuring  pictures  taken  at  all 'hours 
of  the  day,  every  season  of  the  year,  and  in  all  types  of  weather* 

Program  will  be  an  Audio  Visual  presentation  with  a  four-projector 
sound  and  dissolve  system*  A  real  marvelous  presentation! 


3/6/86  ISLAND  HOPPING  by  Jean  Bnermeyer 

Jean  Buermeyer  of  Harvard  is  a  well-known  photographer,  lecturer  and 
teacher  whose  work  has  appeared  in  many  Journals  and  books*  Her  oolor 
slide  presentation  (some  set  to  music)  will  exploit  four  islands  off 
the  ooast  of  Maine  -  Mount  Desert  Island,  Maohias  Seal  Island,  Mohegan 
Island  and  Isle  an  Hauti*  Also  Lake  Superior's  Isle  Royale  National 
Park*  Her  presentation  will  include  coastal  soanes,  inland  ponds, 
mountain  scenes,  wlldflowers  and  sea  birds*  Jean  gave  us  a  wonderful 
program  last  year  on  the  New  England  Wlldflowers* 


4/3/86  LEGACY  for  a  LOON  and  BLUEBIRDS  -  BRING  THEM  BACK  by  Walter  Berlet 

Your  program  ohairman  met  Walter  3erlet  from  Jackson,  Miohigan  two 
years  ago  and  owns  a  copy  of  both  the  above  superb  sound  films (20  min¬ 
utes  each).  Walter  Berlet  is  one  of  the  country's  finest  wildlife  oin- 
ematographers*  Over  30  years  of  filming  experience  in  various  corners 
of  the  world  has  produced  a  unique  quality  in  his  filming  artistry* 

It  is  a  quality  that  oould  best  be  labeled  "intimacy",  meaning  the 
viewers  get  a  feeling  of  actually  sharing  the  animal's  life.  You'll 
love  Sharing  the  lives  of  these  two  most  popular  birds  -  the  loons 
and  the  bluebirds? 


5/1/86  POT-POURRI  NIGHT  by  YOU! 

Help  us  oelebrate  our  annual  meeting  by  bringing  in  slides,  prints, 
poetry,  artioles,  speoimans,  etc*  to  share  with  us  on  any  nature- 
oriented  subject,  such^as,  birds^  wild  animals,  pets,  horses,  flowers, 
farm  animals,  fishing,  oanoeing,  skiing,  snowshoeing*  soenio  views, 
etc*  Thank  you* 

wsmwwmm  #<hhhmhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhmhs'<  4hm^«hmhmh:^<mhhmwhmhhmhmm><hmhhmhhhmmmhhmhmh> 

For  further  information  on  the  above  te  other  activities,  kindly  oontaotr 

Lauren  Chaney,  President  649-7268  Joyoe  Marinel,  Treasurer  597-8608 
Mike  Potsaid,  Past. Pres*  256-5123  Lil  Files,  Program  Chm.  692-2520 

INFORMATION  on  BIRD WALKS:  Kindly  contaot  our  club  leaders 

Eddy  Quinn  of  Chelmsford,  Mass*  (617)  256-6018 
Bill  &  May  Harris  of  Nashua,  N.H/  (603)  881-9639 


MEMBERSHIP  DUES:  $5.00  for  single  membership  and  $8*00  for  family  mentorship 


Bird  Society 
meeting  Sept.  5 


TGBO-The  Tyngsborough  Bird  Socie¬ 
ty  will  kick  off  a  new  season  with  a  new 
time  and  a  new  place.  Due  to  increased 
attendance  at  meetings  the  Bird  Club  will 
now  meet  in  a  more  spacious  hall  located 
in  the  Dunstable  Congregational 
Church.  Meetings  will  be  held  on  the  first 
Thursday  of  the  months  of  September, 
October,  November,  March,  April  and 
May. 

The  September  5  meeting  will  be  ex¬ 
citing  as  Dick  Lucius  will  speak  on  Birds 
of  Prey,  and  bring  along  with  him  five 
unusual  companions.  Lucius  is  a  Master 
Falconer  with  over  35  years  of  experience 
working  with  birds  of  prey.  He  has 
traveled  extensively  lecturing  throughout 
New  England  with  his  live  birds.  He 
holds  permits  from  both  Massachusetts 
and  the  U.S.  Government  to  rehabilitate 
injured  raptors,  practice  the  sport  of 
falconry,  and,  under  a  special  permit 
from  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife,  care  for 
the  golden  eagle.  His  guests  will  be  a 
Peregrine  Falcon,  Prairie  Falcon,  Red- 
Tailed  Hawk,  Great  Horned  Owl,  and  a 
Golden  Eagle. 

The  Dunstable  Congregational 
Church  is  located  on  Route  113  in 
Dunstable  center  just  5  minutes  from 
Route  3.  The  program  begins  at  7:30  pm. 
The  public  is  welcome.  Bring  a  friend. 
Refreshments  are  served. 


(Hgngjabor#  ffitrfc  §>0cfetu 


Calendar  Of  Programs  For  1985-  '86 
NEW  LOCATION:  Meetings  will  bel 
I  at  the  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  \ 
|-  Route  113 

NEW  DA  TES:  Meetings  will  be  on  the  I 
I  First  Thursday  of  every  month  at  7:30 1 
|p.m. 

Programs  are  open  to  the  public.  Bring  | 

a  friend.  Refreshments  will  be  served. 
***** 

September  5:  Birds  of  Prey  by  Dick  I 
Lucius:  Dick  Lucius  of  Springfield  is  a 
Master  Falconer  with  over  35  years  of  ex- 1 
perience  in  working  with  birds  of  prey. 
He  has  traveled  extensively  lecturing  I 
throughout  New  England  with  his  live\ 
birds.  Dick  holds  permits  from  both 
Massachusetts  and  the  U.S.  Government 
to  rehabilitate  injured  raptors,  practice 
the  sport  of  falconry,  and,  under  a  I 
special  permit  from  U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife, 
care  for  a  golden  eagle.  His  companions  | 
will  be  a  Peregrine  Falcon,  Praire  Falcon, 
Red-tailed  Hawk,  Great  Horned  Owl  and 
a  Golden  Eagle. 

***** 

October  3:  Our  Native  Birds  by  Phyllis  I 
Huff:  Phyllis  Huff  is  a  TBS  member  and  | 
has  given  excellent  programs  in  the  past. 
She  is  a  well-known  bird  lecturer  fori 
adult  audiences  throughout  the  country 
and  has  worked  with  children  in  schools 
throughout  Mass.  As  a  superb  whistler 
since  early  childhood  doing  radio  pro¬ 
grams  in  Maine  with  Rudy  Vallee,  she 
then  excelled  in  bird  calls.  Her  slide  pro¬ 
gram  o  f  the  birds  will  be  accompanied 
with  her  bird  calls.  She  has  written  poetry 
on  many  species  of  birds  and  has  put 
them  to  music. 


***** 


Nature  ’ s  Beauty  and  A  quarius  by  John 
I  Green:  John  Green  of  Amherst  is  a  free¬ 
lance  naturalist  and  natural  history 
photographer.  An  artist  with  the  camera, 
John  is  a  purist  in  his  approach  to  natural 
history  photography.  His  keen  eye  and  a 
Iperceptivity,  combined  with  sensitivity  to 


ecological  values,  shine  forth  in  his 
photography.  A  feel  for  the  right  music 
and  a  master  of  slide  sequencing,  John  is 
a  perennial  favorite  with  audiences  far 
and  wide.  His  program  is  essentially  an 
all-New  England  program  featuring  pic¬ 
tures  taken  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  every 
season  of  the  year,  and  in  all  types  of  j 
weather.  Program  will  be  an  Audio 
Visual  presentation  with  a  four-projector 
sound  and  dissolve  system.  A  real 
I  marvelous  presentation! 


***** 


March  6, 1 986:Jsland  Hopping  by  Jean 
[Buermeyer:  Jean  Buermeyer  of  Harvard 
is  a  well-known  photographer,  lecturer] 
and  teacher  whose  work  has  appeared  m 
many  journals  and  books.  Her  color  slide 
'  presentation  (some  set  to  music)  will  ex¬ 
plore  four  islands  off  the  coast  of  maine  - 
Mount  Desert  Island,  Machias  Seal 
island,  Mohegan  Island  and  Isle  an 
Hauti.  Also  Lake  Superior’s  Isle  Royale 
[National  Park.  Her  presentation  will  in¬ 
clude  coastal  scenes,  inland  ponds, 
mountain  scenes,  wildflowers  and  sea 
birds.  Jean  gave  us  a  wonderful  program 
last  year  on  the  New  England 
I  Wildflowers. 

***** 

April  3:  Legacy  for  a  Loon  and 
I  Bluebirds  -  Bring  Them  Back  by  Walter 
[Berlet:  Your  program  chairman  met 
[Walter  Berlet  from  Jackson,  Michigan 
two  years  ago  and  owns  a  copy  of  both 
the  above  superb  sound  films  (20  minutes 
each).  Walter  Berlet  is  one  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  finest  wildlife  cinematographers. 
Over  30  years  of  filming  experience  in 
various  corners  of  the  world  has  produc¬ 
ed  a  unique  quality  in  his  filming  artistry. 
It  is  a  quality  that  could  best  be  labeled 
“intimacy”,  meaning  the  viewers  get  a 
feeling  of  actually  sharing  the  animal’s 
life.  You’ll  love  sharing  the  lives  of  these 
two  most  popular  birds  -  the  loons  and 
the  bluebirds. 

***** 

Pot-Pourri  Night  by  You!  Help  us 
celebrate  our  annual  meeting  by  bringing 
in  slides,  prints,  poetry,  articles, 
specimans,  etc.  to  share  with  us  on  any 
nature-oriented  subject,  such  as  birds, 
wild  animals,  pets,  horses,  flowers,  farm 
animals,  fishing  canoeing,  skiing, 
snowshoeing,  scenic  views,  etc.  Thank 
you. 

***** 

For  further  information  on  the  above 
and  other  activities,  kindly  contact: 
Lauren  Chaney,  President  649-7268; 

Joyce  Marinel,  Treasurer  597-8608; 
Potsaid,  Past  Pres.  256-5123  and  Lil 

Files,  Program  Chairman,  692-2^20 

***** 

Information  on  Bird  walks:  Kindly 
contact  our  club  leaders,  Eddie  Quinn  of 
Chelmsford,  (617)  256-6018;  Bill  and 
May  Harris  of  Nashua,  N.H.  (603) 
881-9639 

***** 

Membership  Dues:  $5.  for  single 
membership  and  $8.  for  family  member¬ 
ship. 


A  Moped  Is  Used  by  Files  to  Monitor  Bluebird  Nesting  Boxes  Files  Happily  Displays  Bluebird  Eggs  in  Nesting  Box  She  Built 


Builds  Nests 9  Lectures  About  Them 


Drumlin  Farm 
Education  Center  and 
Wildlife  Sanctuary 
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SUNDAY  AFTERNOON 
FAMILY  PROGRAMS 


September  22  BRING  BACK  THE 
BLUEBIRDS  -  Lil  Files,  past 
president  of  the  Tynesboro 
Bird  Society  and  North 
American  Bluebird  Society, 
will  present  a  lecture-slide 
program  which  explores  the 
bluebird’s  plight. 


2:30  pm  -  Location  posted.  Admission  Window 

Members  -  FREE/Non-Members  -  General 
Admission  -  Adults  $3.00,  Children  (3-15  yrs.)  - 
$1.50,  Senior  Citizens  $1.50 


Drumlin  Farm 
Sunday  Program  , 

On  Sunday,  September! 
Drumlm  Farm’s  Sundau! 
Program  will  be  “Bring  Ba?k[ 
The  Bluebirds”  -  Lil  Files 
P«t  president  of  ,he 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and 
£°rth  American  Bluebird 
Society,  win  present™1 
jecture-slide  program  whirh 
explores  the  "  bluebird’s! 
plight.  The  program  is  free 
after  admission  fee  of  $3  fori 
adult  non-members,  $1.50 1 
for  children  (3-15  yrs.)  and 
senior  citizens.  The  programl 
will  start  at  2:30  p.m.  and 
the  location  will  be  posted  at 
the  admission  window. 

Drumlin  Farm  on  South  | 
Great  Road,  Route  117  in 
1  Lincoln,  is  a  Sanctuary  of 
Ithe  Massachusetts  Audubon 
I  Society  and  is  open  to  the 
public  Tuesday  through 
I  Sunday,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
land  closed  Mondays. 

I  Hayrides  are  available  on 
Sundays,  1  to  3  p.m.  at  50 
cents  oer  person. 


Bring  Back 
the  Bluebirds 

Drumlin  Farm,  a  Sane- I 
tuary  of  the  Massachusetts 
Audubon  Society  will  spon¬ 
sor  a  program  on  the  plight 
of  the  bluebird.  This  one 
hour  lecture/ slide  program 
will  be  presented  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Sept.  22  at  2:30  p.m. 
in  the  Nature  Center  by  Lil 
Files,  past  president  of  the  | 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  and 
the  North  American  Blue¬ 
bird  Society.  Lil  has  had 
bluebirds  on  her  Tyngsboro 
property  for  30  years  and 
helped  start  a  “Save  the 
Bluebird”  committee  in  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society. 
This  resulted  in  an  extensive 
Bluebird  Trail  Conservation 
Project.  She  will  explain  the 
bluebird’s  plight  and  show 
slides  from  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society 
as  well  as  a  number  of  her 
own.  Nesting  designs  and 
informational  brochures  will 
be  available.  The  program  is 
free  after  admission  fee  to 
the  Farm. 


COOPERATIVE  EXTENSION  SERVICE 

Middlesex  County  extension  Service 

University  of  Massachusetts  and  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  cooperating 


105  Everett  Street 
Concord,  Massachusetts  01742 
(617)  369-4845,  862-2380 


September  25,  1985 


Lillian  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Lillian: 

Just  a  quick  note  to  thank  you  very  much  for  taping 
the  radio  program  with  me  again.  You  always  do  such 
a  nice  job! 

Thanks  also  for  the  information  on  "Grit"  (what  a  nice 
article  about  you!)  -  and  your  updated  brochure.  I 
will  send  those  on  to  Dad. 

The  next  time  he's  up  here,  perhaps  we  will  be  able  to 
get  over  for  a  visit. 

Thanks  again. 

Sincerely, 

Janet  Mackenzie 
Extension  Communications 


The  Cooperative  Extension  Service  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 


Sgttgjsbflrn  Sirb  SwiEtg 


TGBO-The  Tyngsborough  Bird  Socie-| 
ty  was  resurrected  in  1979  by  Joyce 
Marinel  of  Tyngsborough,  and  a  few 
friends.  The  reborn  bird  club  evolved 
from  the  bygone  Children’s  Bird  and 
Nature  Conservation  Society  which  was 
connected  with  the  Tyngsborough 
Grange.  This  group  decades  past  began 
through  the  generosity  of  Francena  Sher- 1 
burne,  who  purchased  prizes  to  award  to 
the  children  of  the  town  for  their  work  in 
building  birdhouses,  writing  essays  on 
nature  or  conservation,  etc.  Eventually 
she  was  assisted  by  Catherine  Lambert 
and  Miss  Elliot  when  the  grassroots  pro¬ 
gram  came  under  the  umbrella  of  the 
local  Grange.  Ask  any  adult  in 
Tyngsborough  who  also  grew  up  here, 
and  they  are  certain  to  remember  the  I 
bird  walks  led  by  Mrs.  Lambert.  One 
favorite  site  to  head  for  was  the  potash 
kiln  on  Potash  Hill  (located  behind  the  | 

?  1  '  — ■ .1  .1 

intersection  of  Westford  and  Middlesex! 
Roads). 

Joyce  Marinel,  who  remembered  those  I 
walks  she  enjoyed  with  Mrs.  Lambert,! 
came  to  take  care  of  Mrs.  Lambert  dur¬ 
ing  a  long  illness.  After  her  death,  Robert 
Lambert  suggested  to  Mrs.  Marinel  that 
she  carry  on  the  tradition  of  the 
I  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  in  memory  | 

I  of  Catherine  Lambert,, his  mother. 

Since  1979  the  club  has  held  monthly 

I  meetings  from  September  through  May 
with  interesting  tales  Of  bird  sightings 
from  the  members,  and  impressive 
speakers  programs.  Recently  the  club 
meeting  was  attended  by  a  prairie  falcon, 
red-tail  hawk,  great  horned  owl,  and 
golden  eagle  -  all  on  the  same  night,  live 
|and  in  person,  or  bird. 

Members  are  not  exclusively  from 
| Tyngsborough,  in  fact,  members  come 
from  both  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire  in  the  towns  local  to 
Tyngsborough  as  well  as  those  closer  to 
Boston.  At  present  the  club  meets  in  the 
Dunstable  Congregational  Church 
located  on  Route  113  in  Dunstable 
center,  a  recent  move  to  more  spacious 
quarters. 


Next  Meeting  Nov.  7 
The  public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend  I 
the  next  meeting  of  the  bird  society  on 
Thursday,  November  7  at  7:30  pm.  Guest 
speaker  will  be  John  Green  of  Amherst 
who  is  a  freelance  naturalist  and  natural 
history  photographer.  An  artist  with  a 
camera,  Green  is  a  purist  in  his  approach 
to  natural  history  photography.  His  keen 
eye  and  perceptivity,  combined  with  sen- 
sitvity  to  ecological  values,  shine  forth  in 
his  photography.  A  feel  for  the  right 
music  and  a  master  of  slide  sequencing, 

|  make  John  Green  a  perenial  favorite  with  I 
audiences  far  and  wide.  His  program! 
essentially  is  an  alLNew  England  pro-| 

I  gram  featuring  pictures  taken  at  all  hours 
of  the  day  and  night,  every  season  of  the  | 
year,  and  in  all  types  of  weather.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  an  audio-visual  presentation 
with  a  four-projector  sound  and  dissolve 
[system.  A  truly  marvelous  presentation! 

Meetings  are  open  to  the  public  free  of  | 

I  charge.  Membership  dues  are  $5  single, 
$8  family. 


“Native  Birds” 
program  set  for  Oct.  3 1 

TGBO-“Our  Native  Birds”  will  I 
presented  to  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Socie 
meeting  on  Thursday,  October  3.  Gue 
speaker  Phyllis  Huff  of  Chelmsford  is 
club  member  who  has  presented  excellei 
programs  to  the  club  in  the  past.  She  is 
well-known  bird  lecturer  for  adult  ai 
diences  throughout  the  country.  In  add 
tion,  she  has  worked  with  children  i 
schools  throughout  Massachusetts. 

As  a  superb  whistler  since  earl 
childhood  doing  radio  programs  i 
Maine  with  Rudy  Vallee,  she  then  excel 
ed  in  bird  calls.  She  has  also  writte 
poetry  on  many  species  of  birds,  and  ha 
put  them  to  music. 

I  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  meetings  ar 
held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  montl 
in  the  Dunstable  Congregational  Churcl 
on  Route  113  in  Dunstable  center  jus 
five  minutes  from  Route  3.  Meeting 
begin  at  7:30.  The  public  is  invited  to  at 
I  tend  free  of  charge.  Refreshments  an 
[served  following  the  program. 


High  Street 

By  VIVA  WHITMAN 


West 

Paris 


Had  cleaned  house  last  Wednesday  ex-1 
pecting  Lillian  Files  to  be  with  us  on  I 
Thursday  night.  I  can’t  do  it  all  in  one  day 
so  did  what  I  could  and  got  up  to  go  at 
it  again  on  Thursday.  Russell  had  call¬ 
ed  to  try  to  find  out  if  she  was  going  to 
stay  with  us  or  not  and  not  getting 
answer,  we  got  ready.  On  Thursday  mor¬ 
ning  when  he  called  her  home,  he  found  ' 
she  had  come  to  Maine  the  day  before 
and  soon  after  he  hung  up  the  receiver, 
the  phone  rang  again.  It  was  Lillian 
herself,  and  she  told  us  that  she  had 
checked  into  a  motel  as  she  had  come  the 
day  before  because  of  the  weather 
forecast.  I  invited  her  to  supper  and  she 
I  accepted  so  cooked  a  good  supper  for  us 
[all.  What  a  delight  to  meet  Lillian  and 
|find  about  more  about  her.  We  enjoyed 
lovely  supper  with  her  and  then  went 
| to  the  Grange  Hall  to  get  set  up  for  her  I 
I  slide  lecture  program,  which  was  the 
[program  for  the  evening  at  Gentlemen’s 
[Night  at  Grange.  Everyone  seemed  to  en- 1 
(joy  the  slides  and  meeting  Mrs.  Files, 
seeing  all  the  things  she  brought  and  get- 1 
I  ting  information  on  bluebirds.  She  had 
two  stuffed  ones  with  her,  a  box  which 
is  to  her  liking  for  nesting  the  birds  and 
lots  of  literature,  besides.  The  show 
started  off  with  slides  from  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  of  which 
Lillian  is  a  past  president  and  then  a| 
chance  for  asking  questions  before  show¬ 
ing  slides  from  her  own  bluebird  trail,! 
which  she  covers  on  a  moped.  Her  stuff-1 
ed  birds  came  to  be  because  of  a  freeze[ 
one  year  and  she  found  so  many  frozen | 
birds,  after  a  storm.  She  kept  these  twol 
and  had  them  mounted  and  they  are  I 
beautiful.  It  was  a  most  informative! 
show  and  one  that  all  seemed  to  enjoy. 
Questions  were  asked  and  if  she  could  I 
give  an  answer,  you  got  it.  I  didn’t  hear 
any  that  she  couldn’t  answer,  either.  She 
sure  knows  her  bluebirds  and  hopes  that 
mankind  will  try  to  help  them  become 
more  popular  as  they  seem  to  be  getting  | 
more  scarce  all  the  time.  I  know  I 
haven’t  seen  a  bluebird  for  a  number  of 
years  and  remember  how  beauiful  the 
last  ones  I  saw,  were. 

We  also  had  a  Chinese  auction  to  help  | 
get  the  money  for  her  traveling  from- 
Massachusetts  to  Maine,  as  she  lives  in  I 
Tyngsboro,  Mass.  I  had  made  a  Mr.  and  | 
Mrs.  Santa  Claus  and  they  were  auction¬ 
ed  off  with  lots  of  vim  and  vigor  from  our  | 

I  auctioneer,  Richard  Felt  and  his  helpers. 
They  went  to  different  people  so  hope 
they  don’t  get  too  lonesome  for  each 
other.  We  really  enjoyed  the  evening  at  | 

| the  West  Paris  Grange. 
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/SEMI 


Dear  Mary, 

Hi  there!  Hope  things  are  OK  with  you. 

I’ve  only  just  managed  to  secure  some  money  to  send  NABS  and 
renew  my  membership.  My  memory  is  still  abysmal,  thus  the  delay. 

However,  feelings  are  starting  to  come  back  in  my  legs.  My  morale 
is  good,  and  I've  been  given  some  encouraging  reports  about  the  growing 
numbers  of  bluc-birds  in  Bermuda.  The  government  have  even  featured  the  blue¬ 
bird  on  the  new'  issue  of  the  one  dollar  stamp!  This  is  unique  and  unheard  of 
because  the  bluey  was  already  on  the  five  cent  stamp.  David  Wingate  must 
take  a  lot  of  credit  for  engineering  this. 

I  wonder  if  you’ll  be  able  to  send  me  the  back  dated  issues  that 
I’ve  missed  out  on?  And  convey  my  thanks  to  the  Nabs  members  who  have  writtei 
to  me  in  the  past.  I'd  love  to  hear  from  anybody  in  the  future!  I  collect 
postcards. . . 


The  weather  has  been  terribly  cold  over  here.  I  cant  believe 
it’s  almost  Christmas!  I  cant  remember  ever  seeing  summer.  1  will  be  here 
for  the  indefinite  future,  the  tune  goes  slowly... 

I  sit  around  wracking  my  brains  trying  to  devise  new  methods 
of  helping  the  blueys,  and  tryna  figure  out  new  ways  o!  exterminating  sparroi 
I’ve  been  thinking  about  how  on  earth  will  I  be  able  to  build  boxes  in  the 
future,  and  I  reckon  it’s  gonna  be  school  kids. 


With  Christmas  coming,  it's  good  to  know 
That  when  Spring  comes,  the  snow  will  go. 

And  with  warmer  weather  soon  will  appear 

The  bright  blue  heralds  of  the  bright  new  year. 

Merry  Christmas  to  you  and  everyone. 


And  happy  go  slappy,  nip  nap  and  Happy  New  Year!!! 


Thomas  Outerbrldge,  the  charis¬ 
matic  young  bluebirder  from  Bermuda, 
suffered  a  disastrous  fall  while  aiding 
the  conservation  efforts  of  another 
cavity  nesting  bird  in  his  native  Ber¬ 
muda,  in  June  of  1984.  He  was  digging 
out  nesting  cavities  for  the  White- 
tailed  Tropicbird  (Phaethon  lepturus) 
in  the  cliffs  high  above  the  ocean  when 
he  fell. 

Tommy  had  captivated  the  aud¬ 
ience  at  the  NABS’  Sixth  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  in  Binghamton,  NY,  in  1983  where 
he  shared  his  film  “Happiness  is  a 
Bluebird  in  Your  Garden."  On  the 
sound  track  he  sang  a  song  he  com¬ 
posed,  “Mr.  Bluebird  Blue.” 

in  February  of  1984,  NABS 
Founder,  Larry  Zeleny,  President  Lillian 
Files,  Treasurer  Chuck  Dupree  and  his 
wife  Betty,  and  Executive  Director, 
iMary  Janetatos  travelled  to  Bermuda 
to  witness  the  ceremony  arranged  by 
Tom  and  his  collaborators  which 
launched  the  Bermuda  Bluebird  Soci¬ 
ety.  (See  Sialia  6(3):107-108)  Tom  had 
converted  nearly  the  whole  population 
of  Bermuda  into  blueblrders.  The  thrill 
of  being  on  that  island  paradise  was 


All  the  very  bestest,  warmestest  wishes. 


Tommy  Outerbrldge 

augmented  by  seeing  many  bluebirds, 
and  being  recognized  as  blueblrders 
everywhere  we  went. 

It  was  with  great  sorrow  that  we 
heard  of  Tom’s  accident  in  June.  He  Is 
convalescing  in  England,  battling 
paralysis  from  the  waist  down.  Our 
hopes  and  prayers  go  out  on  his  behalf 
for  a  complete  recovery.  At  last  report, 
Lady  Dunrossil,  wife  of  the  Governeur 

of  Bermuda,  was  to  visit  him  In  the  Brit¬ 
ish  hospital  where  he  is  being  treated. 

I’m  sure  that  many  of  you  will  wish 
to  communicate  with  him  and  he  would 
love  to  hear  from  you.  His  address  is 
as  follows: 

Thomas  Outerbrldge 
C/O  The  Paddocks  Private  Hospital 
Princes  Risborough 
Buckinghamshire,  England 

—Mary  Janetatos 
Executive  Director 


Tommy  Outerbrldge 


Bermuda  Bluebird  Society  President  Suffers 
Paralysis  as  Result  of  Fall  While  Aiding  White-tailed 

Tropicbird 


Montgomery  Trust  for  e 
Nature  Conservation 

BLUEBIRDS 
AND  OTHER 

AMERI  CANS 

TUESOAf  19th  NOVEMBER  * 

William  Gopdry,  farnous  N^typalist  and  author, 
t^kes  us  Ip  fmm  With  an  illustrated  talk  on 
the  colourful  bifd  life  pf  fhaf  continent. 

OWAIN  GLYNDWR  INSTUUTE,  MACHYNLLETH  7  pm 


